
Access User Group 2010 Topic Brainstorming Sessions
The topics identified are typically general areas so the presentations can be tailored to leverage both the expertise & experiences of the presenter as well as the skill level of the audience. 

Main presentations are typically 60 to 90 minutes, including time for demonstrations and responding to questions. 

The Intro Sessions are 25 to 30 minutes. They are typically less formal and cover a basic concept, feature or technique. Intro sessions occasionally provide the foundation for the main presentation, but they are often independent workshops or topics. Handouts, demo files and supplemental materials are always appreciated, but they are not required.

The following topic ideas were suggested for the SAG and/or PNWADG.  In addition to these topics, we welcome presentations that would be of interest to Access users and developers of various skill levels. 
	Topic
	note
	Volunteer/Date
	Group

	2010 Features  - overview style presentations and in-depth studies
	
	
	

	Interacting with data files other than ACCDB or SQL server; e.g. Oracle or other non-MS; tip: visit ConnectionStrings.com for info on how to connect
	D
	
	

	Using Dates;  Calculating (e.g. what happens w/ null values), "between", import/export, other fields/processing being associated with a date being changed (e.g. follow up w/in x days), international differences
	JC
	
	

	Working with Nulls and Empty Strings
	TH
	
	

	Nuances w/ 2010, e.g. export changing a number field to a date field, how to identify if the problem truly is with 2010
	D
	
	

	Tools to use w/ your client when you're trying to debug/train, e.g. Communicator, Live Meeting, Go To meeting, Windows 7 recording steps to reproduce a problem, etc.
	SM
	
	

	Using XML; 
	A
	
	

	Mastering Exporting/Importing from Excel
	SM
	R. Weers.
	

	Gantt charts in Access and in Excel utilizing data from Access
	C
	
	

	Interoperability with other Office Products
	
	R, Weers for Excel
	

	Email merging Access Reports (data) w/ addressees specific information, Teresa says FMS is planning a product
	DM
	
	

	Surveys and data collection
	TH
	
	

	Getting a project and Upgrading  -adding features
	RW
	Randy Weers
	SAG - Jan 2010

	Resources - using forums and online help
	ST
	
	

	Queries - how to write them
	DB
	
	

	Queries - joins; adding tables and using outer join; 
	
	
	

	Queries - sub queries; not-updatable queries- cause & options
	
	
	

	Queries - types; uses; benefits;  benefit if append vs make table.
	
	
	

	Dynamic form resizing depending on screen resolutions
	
	
	

	Adding charts to reports (Access 2007)
	C
	
	

	Using charts
	C
	
	

	Sharing data on the web
	T
	
	

	Reusing database design: field templates, anything
Mike Hernandez: Database Design for Mere Mortals
	ST
	
	

	How to take advantage of the templates and samples
	SM
	
	

	Getting reports "right", e.g. changing header between "months"/"month"
	T
	
	

	Naming conventions for various objects; in what ways is it (not?) important
	D
	
	

	Requirements Gathering: getting/setting expectations
	ST
	
	

	Key points to choosing the version of Access to use
	D
	
	

	2010 Macros, including data macros
	DB
	
	

	Analysis of what is wrong with Northwind Sample
	MK
	
	

	New best practices in 2010: client/pc only v. SharePoint/web version
	SM
	
	

	What is better ways to deploy? Use web services versus SharePoint
	DB
	
	

	Interacting with non-Access DBs; e.g. data from Google, Quickbooks, Outlook
	D
	
	

	Normalizing from Excel solution to Access solution
	ST
	
	

	Calculations in Reports utilized for another purpose
	D
	
	

	Enhancing the UI and what can you include; especially w/o ruining the design
	ST
	
	

	Database Performance: rules of thumb for recordsets
	T
	
	

	Error handling.  How do you know what errors to handle?  To tell the user to go fix something based on the error.
	
	 
	either

	Stacking the Do command hour glass echo function
	
	Armen/Michael 
	PNWADG

	Database record stacking sub to above
	
	Armen/Michael 
	PNWADG

	Tracking who's logged in, forms based on user id, including filters
	
	 
	PNWADG

	Using multiple instances of a form
	
	
	PNWADG

	Upsizing Access and SQL Server
	
	
	PNWADG

	New cool report stuff.   Report layout view features
	
	 
	either

	Blocking problems in multi user apps, Bound combo boxes (too many rows can block out other users)  Explain why.
	
	 
	PNWADG?

	When to refresh a form.  Use open?  Activate? Requery? Repaint?  And the order if you need to do more than one.
	(MK)
	
	Either/both

	Event orders.  The order of firing, the order they close.  Determining the best event for a given task.  What NOT to do in an event.
	
	 
	Likely PNWADG

	Security.  Securing the database, password protection on files
	
	 
	either

	Testing your code to make sure you are trapping the correct errors, not getting into loops.  If test team presents, would like to see test principles.
	
	
	BOTH

	How do relationships impact data updates.  Cascading deletes, etc
	
	 
	BOTH

	Introduction to SQL.
	
	 
	Either/both

	VM and Virtual PC ---  set-up and maintenance; workshop and tips
	
	 
	PNWADG

	Hands on labs - almost any topic/feature
	
	 
	Both

	Recordset Clones and what to do with them
	
	 
	SAG -  both?

	DAO and ADO recordsets - Michael Kaplan volunteered (2009)
	
	M Kaplan 
	

	Anything on my first code.  Provide a code sample and work through it
	
	 
	 SAG

	Getting started with writing code.
	
	 
	 SAG

	Automating PowerPoint presentations by updating with new Access data.  Also creating PP presentations from Access.
	
	 
	 PNWADG

	Automating e-mail, one e-mail address has a specific record.
	
	 
	 both

	Techniques to compare items in two different fields.  I.E. if different databases have the same part number, be able to find like items.
	
	 
	 SAG

	Techniques for building queries.  Multiple examples.
	
	 
	 SAG

	List filling call back functions
	
	 M Kaplan
	SAG

	Error trapping, recording and reporting.  Using functions & other techniques.
	
	 
	 SAG

	Covering different windows in the VBE, what they are for, when to use them
	
	 
	 SAG  -  Both?

	Debugging, step by step with realistic examples
	
	 
	 SAG

	Validating data that users are entering; how to prevent bad data.
	
	 
	 SAG - both

	Data Scrubbing --- parsing techniques; master/comparison lists; cleanup routines; criteria for matching/comparing multiple fields
	
	 
	 SAG - both

	Archiving data.  Information that is no longer needed, but might be!
	
	 
	 either

	Normalizing legacy data files (analyzing and splitting  flat files into tables)
	
	 
	 Either/both
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