Happy New Year Teresa,
The SEATTLE ACCESS Newsletter
January 10, 2006 Meeting
Teasers: (more info below) 
TOPIC TIME!
Please bring your list of ideas so that we can identify and rank presentations desired in 2006.

Virus Alert … Zicam and Airborne are not enough …
PLEASE use the automatic update services offered by Microsoft and your other security service providers. Consider running live update daily. Be diligent in taking steps to not opening e-mail or following web links from untrusted sources.  http://office.microsoft.com/OfficeUpdate/default.aspx
NOTICE: There is a wave of .wmf files that are spreading virulent infections. Since .wmf files are automatically opened by Outlook and IE, the user doesn’t have to take a specific action to activate the virus. More info and helpful links below.

Visual Studio / SQL Server 2005 Community Launch Event  -  
Hosted by PNWADG on Tuesday, January 17th!!!!   
Bring your friends and join us for a custom tailored presentation. Our very own Armen Stein has received special training so that he can tell us about the new features and benefits that will be of particular interest to Access Developers! We will also have special training DVD’s and files that will only be offered to attendees. PLUS, we will be giving away Visual Studio 2005, SQL Server 2005, certification exams and more!! 
We have DVD masters of training materials that need to be copied for the attendees. Please let me know if you can help make copies. (such good deeds will not go unnoticed ;-) … ) Information and updates will be posted on SeattleAccess.org Please check for details.

Read All About it … 
Even if you don’t have time to read the entire newsletter, PLEASE review the Notices and events for time sensitive opportunities ;-)

** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** **
Our Goal: 
Seattle Access welcomes Access users and developers of ALL levels. Our meetings provide a welcoming atmosphere that fosters networking and professional development. This is a great forum for asking questions and sharing solutions involving Access, integration with other applications and developing for the future! In addition to technical presentations, the questions and discussions provide opportunities to see alternative approaches and to solve current challenges. 
Please invite a friend, a co-worker or a student who is just learning about Access. Let people know that they can be part of a growing community of Access users. Remember, friendly support is available at all meetings!

First things first … Please remember to sign in when you arrive; then join us for pizza and beverages.

Newsletter Bookmarks:
Notices
Downloads
Security
Resource Tips
Location         Building 34,  159th Ave NE, Redmond
Second Tuesday of the Month, 6:30 – 9:30 PM
Acknowledgments


January 10, 2006 Teresa Hennig and Randall Weers – Massaging Data
Q: How many ways are there to clean up data? 
A: As many ways as there are developers?? (yes, I have permission to answer a question with a question. <g>)


As long as people are entering data, there will likely be an endless potential for scrubbing, formatting and parsing issues. Since we all need to merge, analyze, clean-up and display data, it’s handy to be familiar with a variety of methods. It might seem easy to just create a few queries. But, if you need to deal with thousands of records or to repeat the process on a regular basis, then automation may be a good solution.

Tonight, we’ll have some fun seeing how to use queries and code to analyze, parse, scrub and format data. Fun?? (see description of a geek)  Actually those tasks can get tedious when you rely on queries. So … Randy to the rescue.  A little bit of code can run or replace a series of queries and VOILA you have an automated process that will magically massage the data. 

Why a duo for the presentation? Well, for starters, it allows us to clearly differentiate between approaches. Besides, who better to demonstrate how to work with data than one of Microsoft’s senior data analyst? Yep, that’s just one of Randy’s qualifications ;-). In addition to joining me as author of Access 2003 VBA Programmer’s Reference, Randy had a successful consulting company and, of course, he is a key player in this group and the Membership VP of PNWADG. Geee, if Randy has such a magic touch, you’re probably wondering what I’m going to do. AHHHH you’ll just have to be there up to see ;-)   

6:30 – 7  Topics for 2006  -- YOU get to Choose!
While you’re making out your annual dues check (a gentle reminder), how about jotting down some of the topics you most want to learn about in 2006! The Janaury 10th meeting will include our annual brainstorming session to identify and rank topics. Please email your ideas at any time!! We’re seeking suggestions for main presentations, intro sessions and even the possibility of special workshops! a brief description of the presentation really helps.

NOTICES and Events: (top)
Best of 2005 Microsoft PDF, Monday, January 30
WSA & Microsoft will be presenting selected PDF sessions. This is your chance to learn about the newest technologies. And, it is conveniently located at Microsoft’s Redmond Conference Center. Registration for this one day event ranges from $112 - $164. For more information and to register, visit WSA at www.wsa.org/events/event.asp?EventID=607 

Virus Alert - Automate and simplify … Zicam and Airborne are not enough. (January 5, 2006)
While you are focused on preventing and/or getting over colds and the flu, hackers are expending extra efforts to break down your defenses. So, here’s some free advice … be sure that you are taking full advantage of the automatic update services offered Microsoft and your other security service providers. Additionally, consider running live update daily. 
You’ve probably heard about the recent announcements about newly exposed vulnerabilities in Windows. Do your part and follow Microsoft’s advice to be extra cautions about opening e-mail or following web links from untrusted sources.

NOTICE:  There is a wave of .wmf files that are spreading infections. Since.wmf files are automatically opened by Outlook and IE, the user doesn’t have to take a specific action to leash the fury. 
MVP Mark Liron has posted several precautionary steps on his site: http://www.updatexp.com/wmf-exploit.html

Annual Dues Reminder
Seattle Access has a calendar year dues system. A mere $30 provides full member benefits from January through December. For most people, paying dues is more of an indication that you find value in the meetings, newsletters, website and networking. As always, dues are voluntary and are used towards group expenses. Please make checks payable to Teresa Hennig; include Seattle Access and the member name on the memo line. Dues may be paid at the meeting or mailed to
Teresa Hennig
18521 64th PL NE
Kenmore, WA 98028-7915

Install Shield 11.5
Professional deployments made easy! No waiting for a compatible version because InstallShield 11.5 is current with major updates to Microsoft’s latest releases … Visual Studio 2005, .NET 2.0, SQL Server 2005. Get your free evaluation versions or take a demo without the download.

Windows Live and Office Live (12-10-05)
Customize, optimize and maximize your computing experience. Windows Live and Office Live help merge virtual and brick offices into a powerful, unified experience.
Sign up for the beta test … www.microsoft.com/office/officelive/default.mspx 
Create your own Windows Live home page!   www.live.com 
In unveiling these new services, Microsoft is offering a variety of ways to learn and try out the features to see how they will benefit you and your customers. http://ideas.live.com.
The November 1st press release is available at www.microsoft.com/presspass/press/2005/nov05/11-01PreviewSoftwareBasedPR.mspx 

Visual Studio & SQL Server  – PNWADG Community Launch Event 
In addition to Microsoft’s official events, we are proud to present a special presentation tailored for Access developers. Join us at the January 17th PNWADG meeting … Quinalt Room, Building 34, Microsoft Redmond campus. Thanks to INETA, there will be over 400 community launch events hosted by member user groups!
Breaking news and events surrounding VS 2005, SQL Server 2005 … 
WOW … nearly 140,000 participants in Microsoft’s official launch events.
Download the SQL Server 2005 Feature Pack www.microsoft.com/downloads/details.aspx?familyid=d09c1d60-a13c-4479-9b91-9e8b9d835cdc&displaylang=en  
FREE– Visual Studio EXPRESS and SQL Server 2005 EXPRESS
We’ve been promoting the benefits provide by VS 2005 and SQL Server 2005. Don’t just take our word for it, try them out for yourself! For a limited time, Microsoft is allowing free downloads of the express editions. Couple that with the free training, and you’ll be lifting your career to a new level.

The Pacific Northwest Access Developers Group (PNWADG) also welcomes you …
The PNWADG meets the third Tuesday of each month. You can join the notification list at www.PNWADG.org You may also read and print meeting announcements from there – so missing an email of the announcement is NO excuse for missing a meeting … Visit the site and keep up with the topics.
Everyone is welcome! Members, guests, friends, co-workers … Invite them all … The meetings are typically held in Building 34 on the Redmond Microsoft Campus. See you about 6 PM!

Please let others know about the Access SIG – share your announcement! 
The Access SIG provides a friendly, comfortable environment that facilitates the technical and professional advancement of Access users and developers.

DOWNLOADS and Other New Stuff: (top)
Microsoft Windows Malicious Software Removal Tool (Jan 2006)
Getting rid of a computer virus can be faster than getting over the flu, especially if you utilize Microsoft’s tool to identify and remove infections. This is a great compliment when used in conjunction with anti-virus software. Be sure to get the updates which are released the second Tuesday of every month. KB890830

Internet Explorer Update (Jan 2006)
IE is our window to the world and pivotal to our daily activities. So, be good to yourself and stay current with updates. Just in case you’ve missed any,  KB905915 provides the cumulative updates for IE based on Windows XP Service Pack 2.  

Microsoft Partner Program
As often as we’ve mentioned the benefits of being a MS partner, I wanted to make sure you know where to find out about the program requirements and benefits. The Microsoft Partner Program Guide conveniently puts it all together in a pdf file available at  https://partner.microsoft.com/40005166 Or, you can read about the benefits and requirements online at https://partner.microsoft.com/40009545 

The OFFICIAL MS Access Blog!
Check this out! Set a bookmark and become a groupie at the Official Access blog site. Meet Eric and get some inside info, well, as inside as it gets without an NDA ;-}    This is the best place to get the scoop on Access 12, learn about issues and whatever else Eric and readers can fit in.   http://blogs.msdn.com/access   

Update to Outlook 2003 Junk Email Filter KB905648 (Dec 2005)
Get more current definitions for Outlook to manage your junk email. PS … Use the automatic update feature to make it easier to stay up to date.
www.microsoft.com/downloads/details.aspx?FamilyId=F2F61367-616C-4BB6-9734-CF0FA2590217&displaylang=en 

While we’re on Outlook, how about Archiving Files
Are you protecting and preserving your critical communications by archiving and providing remote storage of your Outlook PST files? Learn how easy and beneficial it is to manage PST files. Microsoft offers free training and guidance http://office.microsoft.com/training/training.aspx?AssetID=RC010265551033 

Get it Done with Access … Microsoft’s Online Tutorials
To help users have a better experience with Access, Microsoft is providing a series of tutorials, complete with step by step instructions and code snippets. These are issues that many of us have worked with and even talked about at the meetings, such as shading alternating rows in reports and making selections based on a series of combo boxes. This “how to” column will be particularly helpful to those of us who are self-taught and/or are independent workers.   http://office.microsoft.com/en-us/FX011204921033.aspx

Unlimited Online Training --- 
Over 525 courses, including several versions of Access 2003. $149 for the year!
www.freeskills.com

SQL Server 2005 – Benefits, Features, Tips and more
Productivity; Integration; Teamwork…  The new level of integration between SQL Server 2005 and Visual Studio 2005 makes it easier to write stored procedures, triggers, and other database functions in managed code. Learn more about these benefits at http://msdn.microsoft.com/sql 

Keep Your Holiday Spending Your Own! Protection From Phishing  (12-10-05)
We need all the help that we can get to protect ourselves from identity theft. Conservatively, over 57 million people in the US have been exposed to Phishing scams. Don’t be a victim! 
Microsoft Phishing Filter helps identify fraudulent Web sites before you visit them and offers dynamic screening to help protect against online data theft. www.microsoft.com/athome/security/online/phishing_filter.mspx 

Computer Security for the Home User (12-10-05)
You can finally find information about prudent process to protecting your computer while online. Instructions and guidance are in an easy to understand, family friendly format. The forum allows users to browse through posted messages and even ask seek the assistance of Microsoft MVP’s  www.microsoft.com/athome/security/community/default.mspx 

MSN SPACES!!  Including NEW and Improved services and BLOGGING (Dec 2005)
Free free free …  free communication services to make e-mail, instant messaging and online sharing easier and more fun! Create your own space …. http://spaces.msn.com 

The Big Kahuna … or rather The Kahuna Beta … (11-5-05)
The image of a warm beach, grass skirts and leis got my attention.
But, this is actually referring to Microsoft’s upcoming version of Hotmail. The use of web-based mail is exploding and to better service that need, Hotmail will be an integral part of Windows Live. You can look forward to enhanced features, better security and easier interfaces. Current Hotmail users can participate in the beta testing and provide feedback to Microsoft. It has already been offered to 200,000 users!  (This seems to be a finicky link … you may need to copy and paste it into your browser.) 
www2.imagine-msn.com/minisites/mail/default.aspx?locale=en-ca
 
Microsoft Photo Story 3 for Windows XP (11-5-05)
From corporate presentations to holiday memories, set yourself apart and leave a lasting impression. You may remember from our presentation on managing photos, that Microsoft offers several ways to work with your digital images. Photo Story 3 is a free download that allows you to create slide shows compete with sound and narration. 
http://www.microsoft.com/downloads/details.aspx?amp;displaylang=en&familyid=92755126-a008-49b3-b3f4-6f33852af9c1&displaylang=en

Record vs Page Level Locking … Follow-up to Discussion and posting (11-5-05)
As promised, Michael Kaplan wrote a blog to respond to your questions and comments. … 
http://blogs.msdn.com/michkap/archive/2005/10/19/482694.aspx
Row Level Locking and DAO  KB 275561 and
Jet 4.0 Row-Level Locking Is Not Available with DAO 3.60   Q 306435         
Trevor recently shared an interesting aspect about DAO and row level locking. Since your apps may be affected, you may be interested in these two KB articles and the MSDN article.
www.datadynamicsnw.com/accesssig/kBAandMore.htm

Office 12 – Read all about it 
What is the newest standard output file format for Office applications?  PDF!  That’s right, Office 12 will allow users to create PDF files as easily as they select a printer. Learn more at  www.microsoft.com/office/preview/default.mspx  

Office 2003 Service Pack 2 (SP2)
If you are using Office 2003, PLEASE download and install SP2! It contains significant security enhancements, as well as providing improved stability and performance. SP2 is a comprehensive package that includes new and previously released updates. So, just use SP2 and you’ll get it all in one fell swoop, even SP1.   www.microsoft.com/downloads/details.aspx?amp;displaylang=en&familyid=57e27a97-2db6-4654-9db6-ec7d5b4dd867&displaylang=en

Microsoft Web Casts … A convenient way to improve your business and your technical skills.
Microsoft Business Solutions (MBS) Webcast Calendar
http://www.microsoft.com/seminar/events/webcasts/upcoming.mspx

Utter Access Discussion Forum 
Touted as the number one Access community forum!  This may be a great place to get answers to your questions.       www.utteraccess.com/forums/index.php 

Microsoft Free E-Learning
Microsoft has several security clinics that are available online with NO COST. You pick the topic, the time, the pace. What a concept! To review the list of clinics, go to: www.microsoftelearning.com/security 

Learn ASP.NET  -- Free Book Offer 
And … now they are giving away two books targeted for Visual Basic 6.0 programmers but open to everyone. - Introducing Visual Basic 2005 for Developers and Upgrading Microsoft Visual Basic 6.0 to Microsoft Visual Basic .NET. You can download the first few chapters of each at VBRun: The Visual Basic 6.0 Resource Center http://msdn.microsoft.com/vbrun/staythepath/additionalresources . More chapters will be posted each week. 

SECURITY RELATED INFO and more (top)

Warning! Windows XP SP3  --  is NOT Released!   (11-5-05)
There are bogus invitations to download or preview updates to be included in Win XP SP3. These are bogus offers and malicious attempts to gain access to your computers. PLEASE ensure that you and your associates only download and open authentic Microsoft files.

Protect your Laptop  (9-10-05)
Mobility increases productivity, but it also increases risks of data theft and loss. Read about 4 ways to protect yourself and your company.
www.microsoft.com/AtWork/stayconnected/protectpcdata.mspx 

Server Security!  For You and Your Clients!
A wealth of information and resources that can help you increase the security of your server systems in a small business.  www.microsoft.com/technet/security/smallbusiness/topics/ServerSecurity.mspx 

Microsoft Security Software.
In addition to security enhancements and tools offered by Microsoft, this page also provides safe links to third-party tools. Since spyware may be promoted as AntiSpyware, please use caution when going to unknown sites or downloading files.
www.microsoft.com/athome/security/downloads/default.mspx 

Automatic Security Updates … The easy way!
Make life easy … I want automatic updates, automatic payments and instant energy … Ok .. reality check. At least we can all benefit from automatic Office and security updates. Follow the links on this page to learn about automatic updates, current issues and as much techno garbo as you want.
www.microsoft.com/security/bulletins/automaticupdates.mspx 

Office Downloads. 
While I’m at it … here’s the link to the page to check for office auto updates and downloads. office.microsoft.com/OfficeUpdate/default.aspx

Security software: Downloads and trials
Download antivirus software, firewalls, spyware removal tools, and more to improve the security of your computer and to help keep it running smoothly.
www.microsoft.com/athome/security/downloads/default.mspx

 AND MORE >>>  Help … Sooo much to share! How do I organize all these things???
Download Outlook 2003 PST Backup http://go.microsoft.com/?linkid=2219933
Create backup copies of your personal Outlook files at regular intervals, in Outlook 2000 and later versions.

Leverage Outlook 2003 to Save Time 
Get tips for using e-mail, notes, and team Web sites to decrease your work time and increase your results. 
http://office.microsoft.com/en-us/assistance/HA011616991033.aspx

Introducing SQL Server 2005 -- Next-Generation Data Management and Analysis Software
Learn more about SQL Server 2005, Microsoft’s next-generation data management and analysis software that will deliver increased scalability, availability, and security to enterprise data and analytical applications while making them easier to create, deploy, and manage. www.microsoft.com/sql/2005/default.asp 

Communicate in Real Time with Free Office Collaboration Product Trials 
With Microsoft Office System real-time collaboration products, you can share ideas and information instantly and effectively. Try a free trial of Live Meeting and Live Communications Server 2005.www.microsoft.com/office/rtc/default.mspx 

The Snapshot Viewer
Powerful tool that enables you to view a report snapshot without having the standard or run-time versions of Microsoft Access 97 through Access 2003.
www.microsoft.com/downloads/details.aspx?FamilyId=B73DF33F-6D74-423D-8274-8B7E6313EDFB&displaylang=en

Disable the Close Button (X) on the Access Application Window
We’ve all witnessed someone close Access when they really wanted to just close a form. This KB article explains how to disable the Close Button for Access 2000. http://support.microsoft.com/?kbid=245746

RESOURCE TIPS:  (top)
A couple of good sites to search for information and programming assistance are www.mvps.org and Office Developer Center on MSDN. You may also find what you are looking for by using http://groups.google.com or try www.google.com/microsoft.html for Microsoft related pages or by setting multiple search criteria at www.google.com/advanced_search?hl=en. 

Get Help When You Need It:
Available 24/7 on the Web! The Office Online Web site offers dynamically updated Help and online training-plus downloads, templates, and clip art-for new and previous versions of Office. Check this out at: http://office.microsoft.com/

A compilation of links to Access Resources
This site provides an impressive array of links to a variety of resources for Access developers and users.  www.cbel.com/ms_access/

The Seattle Access site.  You will also want to check the Links and Downloads pages of the SeattleAccess.org 

HOW TO FIND US:  (top)
Building 34, The Quinalt Room  --
From 520, take the 40th ST exit – stay in the middle lane. Turn right onto 40th St. Go through the intersection with 156th Ave and then turn right onto 159th Ave NE. (that is the first possible right into Microsoft’s campus). Building 34 is the second building on the left. Turn left into the first or second parking drive. Directions and a map are posted on the Seattle Access web site.

PARKING AND SECURITY: 
A couple of minor requests that allow us to use the excellent accommodations offered by Microsoft.
Please sign in as soon as you enter the building. If you drive, you need to register your car in addition to signing the meeting roster. See note to Drivers.
Security: Attendees need to bring photo ID and the first page of this meeting announcement or the meeting agenda from the web site. Having the Agenda with you will allow security to let you into the building. Exterior doors at Microsoft are locked. Since a host must let people in, it is helpful if everyone arrives between 6:15 and 6:30. 
Drivers: When you enter the building, you will need to register your vehicle by providing the make, model, year, color, and license information. There should be ample parking directly in front of Building 34.

AKNOWLEDGEMENTS: (top)
InstallShield Inducted into Software Development Magazine’s Jolt Awards Hall of Fame
Software Development Magazine has inducted InstallShield into the Jolt Product Hall of Fame, an honor given to only one product each year. The magazine’s editors stated, "We felt that Macrovision's InstallShield should be inducted into the Hall of Fame for its longevity and success in standardizing the software installation process--thus establishing an entirely new niche of software tools."

Thanks to Armen Stein, president of J Street Technology, Inc., for serving as our guru and mentor. At J Street Technology, Armen heads up a team of talented database application developers. He has contributed articles to Access/Office/VB Advisor and Smart Access, and he has taught Access at BCC and SCCC. Armen can be reached at Armen@JStreetTech.com or 425-869-0797.  

Thanks to Teresa Hennig, owner/developer Data Dynamics NW.  Data Dynamics NW provides data management solutions for all types of businesses. We specialize in helping organizations efficiently manage, utilize and profit from their data. Teresa enjoys working with her clients and collaborating with other developers to match project needs with developer expertise. For consultations and development assistance, please contacts Teresa@DataDynamicsNW.com or 206-931-0541. All referrals are greatly appreciated!

Advisor Media, www.Advisor.com, is the publisher of numerous magazines, journals and training CDs and sponsor of conferences and seminars. Advisor Media has provided several copies of Access VB SQL Advisor Magazine, and some gift certificates.

DBI Technologies, Inc. provides first class Active X components. DBI offers a 20% discount to members. (Please contact Teresa for details on obtaining the discount.) DBI is providing some of their components for review. You can learn more about their products and download full trial versions at www.dbi-tech.com 
 
FMS offers a variety of high quality products to assist the Access developer including the magazine Access-VB-SQL Advisor. Be sure to check out their site to learn about their new tools. AND, stay tuned for a review of Total Access Analyzer 2003! If you haven’t migrated to 2003, then you might want to check out the upgrade for Access 2002. FMS also offers a 10% discount to the Access SIG group. Remember to identify yourself as an Access SIG member when placing your order. What a great way to be reimbursed for your membership! Please let Teresa know that you are taking advantage of the group special. We are trying to track the support that we give to our sponsors.

Tableau Software -- Providing Business Intelligence software that enables users to visually query and interpret the data in databases.  Through “visual analysis,” users transform raw data into smart decisions. Their drag and drop process creates vivid, interactive visualizations. Request a trial version and see how easily YOU can INSTANTLY compose a picture that unveils the meaning behind the data. www.tableausoftware.com  Tableau Software is now sponsoring PIZZA for the meetings! THANK YOU!

Microsoft and our amazing hosts from the Access Team!!! In addition to having representatives at all of our meetings, Microsoft staff have provided excellent presentations, answered many of our questions, sponsored several drawings, and put us at the top of the list for participating in Usability Studies. Not only that, they solicit our opinions about desired features, frustrating problems and technical challenges. This is Amazing Support!! Many Thanks to the Microsoft Access Team, the Usability Study Group, Mindshare and all our other contacts at Microsoft!!!! 

If you would like to participate in a Usability Study, be sure to sign up on line --- www.microsoft.com/usability . When signing up online, please note that the site was "Found via a user group"!!! This link is also posted on the Access SIG web site – along with any special studies that we may be able to promote! It certainly is nice to have the inside track.

For additional information about the Access SIG and our meetings, please visit www.SeattleAccess.org       
We are always seeking sponsors and speakers to keep the meetings as interesting and beneficial as possible. Please share your suggestions by contacting Teresa

I hope to see you about 6:15 on Tuesday.

Teresa Hennig
President, Seattle Access 

DataDynamicsNW.com
Data Management Solutions
18521 64th PL NE
Kenmore, WA 98028-7915
206-931-0541
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