The SEATTLE ACCESS Newsletter
March 13th 2007 Meeting
Hi,

WOW – more than 1,700 MVPs from around the world gathered in Seattle from Sunday through Friday for Microsoft’s MVP Summit. Amazingly, we have 34 Access MVPs scheduled to participate and I’m looking forward to getting to know them all. You can read the official press release at http://www.microsoft.com/presspass/press/2007/feb07/02-22MVPGlobalSummitPR.mspx  --- And maybe, just maybe, there will be follow-up articles including interviews with participants. I’ve been privileged to participate in a couple phone interviews to share my perspective on how the MVP program helps the user community (that would be YOU!!), and they have arranged for me to meet with another reporter on Tuesday … (yippee)

It is going to be a whirlwind week. Events, sessions and meals are scheduled from 7 AM until 11:30 PM. WOW … How can people keep up?  I promise to give it my best shot, and if I start feeling low on energy, I’ll just think about all of you ;~). So, in case you didn’t figure this out, I will be at the MVP Summit on Tuesday evening. The meeting is in the capable hands of Randy, and we have an outstanding presentation scheduled. If I could be in two places at once, I would be at the SAG meeting to see Kevin’s presentation.

See you April 10th!
Cheers
Teresa  
SAG – March 13th, 2007
Technical Topic – Navigating Through Forms by Kevin Nickel
You’ve been asking for demonstrations and examples of techniques for working with forms. Kevin will be showing you several methods and explaining why and when to use them. Forms are the key user interface, so this is a must see presentation.
Beginners’ Corner – T’s Restaurant – Selecting Side Items.
For real this time – presented by Kevin Nickel
** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** **
Our Goal: 
Seattle Access welcomes Access users and developers of ALL levels. Our meetings provide a welcoming atmosphere that fosters networking and professional development. This is a great forum for asking questions and sharing solutions involving Access, integration with other applications and developing for the future! In addition to technical presentations, the questions and discussions provide opportunities to see alternative approaches and to solve current challenges. 
Please invite a friend, a co-worker or a student who is just learning about Access. Let people know that they can be part of a growing community of Access users. Remember, friendly support is available at all meetings!

First things first … Please remember to sign in when you arrive; then join us for pizza and beverages.  (We do our best to accommodate special dietary requests -- please give me 48 hours notice on special requests. We average 2 to 3 slices per person, but not everyone arrives early. So, please understand if your favorite toppings are already gone.)
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February 13th   SAG Presentations

Beginners Corner -- Kevin Nickel – T’s Restaurant – Selecting Side Items – Part 2
Kevin did such a great job in January that we asked for more. For example, how will the orders from change to accommodate side items; what are some techniques for adjusting the price for side items or for setting standard quantity discounts or limits. These are just some of the features that we’ll be discussing this spring --- no promises on dates though. Please bring your ideas and questions.

Kevin Nickel is a recent graduate from the University of British Columbia where he majored in Computer Science with a minor in German.  He has been working with the Access Test Team for the last year and was involved in some exciting new features for Access 2007 including Save as PDF and XPS (YEAH!!) and integration with SharePoint.  

Main Presentation – Navigating Through Forms
Kevin Nickel, Access Test Team, Microsoft
In a typical Access application, your users will almost exclusively be using Forms to access the functionality they want and work with data.  This presentation will show you how to navigate between the forms you have created, as well as the options available to you for Form navigation.  We’ll see some common issues you might encounter and ways to deal with them.  This will be a great opportunity to learn how to really enhance the usability of your applications.
April 10 – SAG Launch Event for Windows Vista and Office 2007 

Sponsored by INETA and Microsoft 

See demonstrations of some of the favorite features and benefits of Windows Vista and Office 2007. As you might anticipate, there will be an emphasis on the new features in Access 2007. You’ve had opportunity to download demos and trial versions, so tonight we’ll gain from the personal perspective. You might also want to take advantage of some of the training and offers listed later in this newsletter, as well as a couple of Vista sites:
Windows Vista website: www.microsoft.com/windows/default.mspx 

Windows Help and How-to http://windowshelp.microsoft.com/Windows/en-US/default.mspx 
BIG BONUS: As an official community launch event, we will also have a drawing for Windows Vista Business Edition. 

PNWADG March 20th
Launch Event for Windows Vista and Office 2007  

by David Antonsen and Randy Weers - Sponsored by INETA and Microsoft
We’ve been hearing how people become staunch adapters and would not switch back, so now we’ll have the chance to see what it is that makes Vista such much better. Randy will share insights into how his favorite features save time and are make work/life better. David will be demonstrating some of his favorite features and benefits Office 2007, emphasizing Access 2007. 

If you haven’t already installed Vista and Office 2007, we encourage you to download demos and trial versions.  Windows Vista website: www.microsoft.com/windows/default.mspx 
Windows Help and How-to http://windowshelp.microsoft.com/Windows/en-US/default.mspx 
As an official community launch event, a lucky member will take home Windows Vista Business Edition

NOTICES and Events: (top)
Annual Dues $30 …

Your annual dues help support the meeting amenities and presentations. And, they signify that you appreciate the value and benefit of the SAG. We welcome all members and guests, but only paid members may participate in drawings. Cash or checks are acceptable; please make checks payable to Teresa Hennig (SAG).


Updates for Outook – for Daylight Savings Time (March 2007)
Just in case you haven’t checked your setting, there may be some steps that you need to take to prepare Outlook for daylight saving time (DST). See what actions you need to take to adjust your Outlook calendar for Outlook 2007, 2003, and 2002.
http://go.microsoft.com/?linkid=6380059
TechNet Virtual Labs – Windows Vista

Learn about Windows Vista and be ready to reap the benefits from you new OS. Free 90 minute training sessions sponsored by Microsoft TechNet  www.microsoft.com/technet/traincert/virtuallab/vista.mspx 
Vista and OFFICE 2007 (March 2007)
Test Drive; Demo; Train … Office 2007 and Windows Vista are both available for online test drives. That means that you can check out the features and start learning how to use it without installing it on your computer. www.Microsoft.com and then click on downloads.  You can also download the fully functional trial versions.

On-Demand Web Casts – Office 2007 (Feb 2007)
You pick the time and topic … the best of the best. Tips n Tricks. It’s custom tailored by YOU, so no matter how you phrase it, this has to be one of the best ways to learn about Office 2007. Select from five minute web casts that introduce new powerful new features or choose a more technical presentation to learn how to make the new features work for you. 
http://www.microsoft.com/office/greattips/2007tips/default.mspx 
 
FMS The Buzz – a Great Source for Tips (Feb 2007)
In addition to great add-ins for Access, SQL Server and .NET, FMS also offers a monthly newsletter, newsgroup and other technical resources. Check out a recent newsletter at: www.fmsinc.com/offers/buzz/issue1.html or visit www.fmsinc.com to sign up. 

The Pacific Northwest Access Developers Group (PNWADG) also welcomes you … 
The PNWADG meets the third Tuesday of each month. You can join the notification list at www.PNWADG.org. You may also read and print meeting announcements from there – so missing an email of the announcement is NO excuse for missing a meeting … Visit the site and keep up with the topics.
Everyone is welcome! Members, guests, friends, co-workers … Invite them all … The meetings are typically held in Building 34 on the Redmond Microsoft Campus. See you about 6 PM!

DOWNLOADS and Other New Stuff: (top)
Since many of you are experimenting with express versions and .NET ventures, I want to share some great links in those areas as well.  
Access Blog – by Erik Rucker

Stay tuned to the community … Erik shares tips about how to put the new features in Access to work for you. Whether you’re a seasoned developer or just learning about Access, you’ll find invaluable information and techniques.  From creating a database template to getting help when you need it, Erik’s blog covers the gamut. http://blogs.msdn.com/access/default.aspx 
Windows Vista  -- WOW (3/8/2007)
Easier, Safer, More Entertainment and Better Connected. Windows Vista can take computing to a new level. Learn more about Vista, see what it has to offer, watch the demos. Run the free diagnostics to find out what you’ll want to do to be ready to take advantage of the new features and power of Windows Vista. Learn more and choose your edition at  www.microsoft.com/windowsvista/getready/default.mspx  
Learn about Vista Security and chat with Vista Experts www.microsoft.com/windowsvista/community/winvistasecurity.mspx 

Preserving your settings as you move from Windows XP to Vista  http://technet2.microsoft.com/WindowsVista/en/library/1a3fbe72-9de8-4b94-b254-586a61843a041033.mspx?mfr=true 
Marc Liron –  IE 7 – Videos and Support 7 (12/8/06)
Marc is a Windows MVP and has become a prolific publisher of columns and videos on a multitude of issues. He recently published helpful information about issues that some people are experiencing with IE 7. www.updatexp.com 

RESOURCE TIPS:  (top)
A couple of good sites to search for information and programming assistance are www.mvps.org and Office Developer Center on MSDN. And, we’ve been mentioning the newsgroups. You can search and drill through thousands of threads. Check out http://www.microsoft.com/office/community/en-us/FlyoutOverview.mspx for a comprehensive display topics. You may also find what you are looking for by using http://groups.google.com or try www.google.com/microsoft.html for Microsoft related pages or by setting multiple search criteria at www.google.com/advanced_search?hl=en. 

Get Help When You Need It:
Available 24/7 on the Web! The Office Online Web site offers dynamically updated Help and online training as well as downloads, templates, and clip art-for new and previous versions of Office. Check this out at: http://office.microsoft.com/

Download or Order Virtual Server 2005 R2 Enterprise Edition for Free
www.microsoft.com/windowsserversystem/virtualserver/software/default.mspx#EYB    
Database Issue Checker  
 Access MVP, Allen Browne offer tips and utilities for casual users through expert developers. The Issue Checker can be used during development or to trouble shoot legacy files. Allen’s site provides a host of other tips and resources, including a compilation of reserved words.  http://allenbrowne.com/AppIssueChecker.html 

Access 2007 Product Guide …
Read about the new features and see how you can use them to leverage your time and data. After that, download the Office beta and ENJOY!   www.microsoft.com/office/preview/programs/access/guide.mspx

Download or Order Virtual Server 2005 R2 Enterprise Edition for Free
www.microsoft.com/windowsserversystem/virtualserver/software/default.mspx#EYB    

MSDN magazine is available online …

An excellent, searchable resource. You can check out back issues, download articles and source code. Check it out at          http://msdn.microsoft.com/msdnmag

Get it Done with Access … Microsoft’s Online Tutorials
http://office.microsoft.com/en-us/FX011204921033.aspx

A compilation of links to Access Resources
This site provides an impressive array of links to a variety of resources for Access developers and users.  www.cbel.com/ms_access/

Conrad Systems Development   --- CSD Tools Version 2.0
Jeff Conrad, Access MVP, offers an Access Add-In for documenting your database objects. 
http://home.bendbroadband.com/conradsystems/accessjunkie/csdtools.html

DYNAMIC LINK LIBRARY ARTICLE by Mark Liron, MVP
Learning more about DLL’s is right in line with several of our topics requested for 2006. www.updatexp.com/dynamic-link-library.html

The OFFICIAL MS Access Blog!  http://blogs.msdn.com/access

The Seattle Access site.  You will also want to check the Links and Downloads pages of the SeattleAccess.org 

HOW TO FIND US:  (top)
Building 34, The Quinalt Room  --
From 520, take the 40th ST exit – move to the right. Turn right onto 40th St, but don’t go to the curb lane. Go through the intersection with 156th Ave and then turn right onto 159th Ave NE. (that is the first possible right into Microsoft’s campus). Building 34 is the second building on the left. Turn left into the first or second parking drive. Directions and a map are posted on the Seattle Access web site.

PARKING AND SECURITY: 
A couple of minor requests that allow us to use the excellent accommodations offered by Microsoft.
Please sign in as soon as you enter the building. If you drive, you need to register your car in addition to signing the meeting roster. See note to Drivers.
Security: Attendees need to bring photo ID and the first page of this meeting announcement or the meeting agenda from the web site. Having the Agenda with you will allow security to let you into the building. Exterior doors at Microsoft are locked. Since a host must let people in, it is helpful if everyone arrives between 6:00 and 6:15. 
Drivers: When you enter the building, you will need to register your vehicle by providing the make, model, year, color, and license information. There should be ample parking directly in front of Building 34.

AKNOWLEDGEMENTS: (top)
Thanks to Armen Stein, president of J Street Technology, Inc., for serving as our guru and mentor. At J Street Technology, Armen heads up a team of talented database application developers. In addition to being a co-author of Access 2003 VBA Programmer’s Reference, Armen has written articles for Access/Office/VB Advisor and Smart Access. He taught Access at BCC and SCCC, offers his own seminars and is a key presenter at various conferences. Armen can be reached at Armen@JStreetTech.com or 425-869-0797.  

Thanks to Teresa Hennig, owner/developer Data Dynamics NW.  Data Dynamics NW provides data management solutions for all types of businesses. We specialize in helping organizations efficiently manage, utilize and profit from their data. Teresa enjoys working with her clients and collaborating with other developers to match project needs with developer expertise. For consultations and development assistance, please contacts Teresa@DataDynamicsNW.com or 206-931-0541. All referrals are greatly appreciated!

FMS offers a variety of high quality products to assist the Access developer including the magazine Access-VB-SQL Advisor. Be sure to check out their site to learn about their new tools. AND, stay tuned for a review of Total Access Analyzer 2003! If you haven’t migrated to 2003, then you might want to check out the upgrade for Access 2002. FMS also offers a 10% discount to the Access SIG group. Remember to identify yourself as an Access SIG member when placing your order. What a great way to be reimbursed for your membership! Please let Teresa know that you are taking advantage of the group special. We are trying to track the support that we give to our sponsors.

Tableau Software!! – Tableau v2.1 Debut September 19th. Adding powerful features additions in background images, hyperlinks and web integration and in sheet links. As amazing as it may seem, Tableau’s award wining software just keeps getting better. PC Magazine’s 2006 Editors’ Choice Award is just one of the many recognitions that Tableau has earned. Tableau’s Business Intelligence software enables users to visually query and interpret the data in databases. Through “visual analysis,” users transform raw data into smart decisions. Their drag and drop process creates vivid, interactive visualizations. Request a trial version and see how easily YOU can INSTANTLY compose a picture that unveils the meaning behind the data. www.tableausoftware.com  

Microsoft and our amazing hosts from the Access Team!!! In addition to having representatives at all of our meetings, Microsoft staff have provided excellent presentations, answered many of our questions, sponsored several drawings, and put us at the top of the list for participating in Usability Studies. Not only that, they solicit our opinions about desired features, frustrating problems and technical challenges. This is Amazing Support!! Many Thanks to the Microsoft Access Team, the Usability Study Group, Mindshare and all our other contacts at Microsoft!!!! 

If you would like to participate in a Usability Study, be sure to sign up on line --- www.microsoft.com/usability . When signing up online, please note that the site was "Found via a user group"!!! This link is also posted on the Access SIG web site – along with any special studies that we may be able to promote! It certainly is nice to have the inside track.

Annual Dues 
Seattle Access has a calendar year dues system. A mere $30 provides full member benefits from January through December. For most people, paying dues is more of an indication that you find value in the meetings, newsletters, website and networking. As always, dues are voluntary and are used towards group expenses. (pssst … drawings are for members only…) Please make checks payable to Teresa Hennig; include Seattle Access and the member name on the memo line. Dues may be paid at the meeting or mailed to Teresa Hennig  18521 64th PL NE Kenmore, WA 98028-7915

For additional information about the Access SIG and our meetings, please visit www.SeattleAccess.org  We are always seeking sponsors and speakers to keep the meetings as interesting and beneficial as possible. Please share your suggestions by contacting Teresa 
I hope to see you about 6 on Tuesday.

Teresa Hennig
President, Seattle Access 
Microsoft Access Most Valuable Professional

DataDynamicsNW.com
Data Management Solutions
18521 64th PL NE
Kenmore, WA 98028-7915
206-931-0541
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