The SEATTLE ACCESS Newsletter
October 9, 2007 Meeting
It’s Election Night for the Seattle Access Group
Nominations will continue to be accepted at the meeting for the sole office of President. The current nominee is incumbent, Teresa Hennig. In addition to the elected officer, the SAG relies on and benefits from the dedicated support of Randy Weers and several other members who arrive early and lend a hand to get things ready on time. 

Joining us for the presentations?  Please Sign-in when you enter the room. 


Tonight’s Topics:

Armen Stein – Database Structure, Relationships, Naming Conventions
Beginners Corner – Tom Wickerath – Work Tables 
Special Discussion: Bob Coggins, Microsoft Access Test Team – Seeking specifications for “real world” projects to test new features.

Know any college students?  Tell them about The Ultimate Steal …

Details below … Tell them that Teresa told you and it’s just another benefit of receiving my newsletters. ;~)

** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** **
Our Goal: 
Seattle Access welcomes Access users and developers of ALL levels. Our meetings provide a welcoming atmosphere that fosters networking and professional development. This is a great forum for asking questions and sharing solutions involving Access, integration with other applications and developing for the future! In addition to technical presentations, the questions and discussions provide opportunities to see alternative approaches and to solve current challenges. 
Please invite a friend, a co-worker or a student who is just learning about Access. Let people know that they can be part of a growing community of Access users. Remember, friendly support is available at all meetings!

First things first … Please remember to sign in when you arrive; then join us for pizza and beverages.  (We do our best to accommodate special dietary requests -- please give me 48 hours notice on special requests. We average 2 to 3 slices per person, but not everyone arrives early. So, please understand if your favorite toppings are already gone.)

Newsletter Bookmarks: 
Meeting Topics
Notices

 HYPERLINK  \l "Downloads" 
Downloads
Security
Resource Tips
Location        Quinalt Room, Building 34, Microsoft Redmond Campus,
                        159th Ave NE, Redmond
Second Tuesday of every Month, 6:15 – 9:30 PM
Acknowledgements
MEETING DETAILS: (top)

Tonight’s Presentations
Beginners Corner – Tom Wickerath – Work Tables 
Tom is going to demonstrate several uses for work tables. 
 1) As a separate back end file that is used by selected individuals.  The presentation and sample file includes a process for creating a temporary database and deleting when the process is complete.

2) Another technique is to have a permanent database and link to tables to append, manipulate and delete data.
--This can be to allow a client to manipulate data outside of the database; to manage the sequential process of receiving, formatting, and scrubbing external data, or as an interim table to link to other programs.

3) Where it is beneficial to load data into a table which is then becomes an underlying record source for a report. Sometimes nested queries just don’t get you there.  (tbd)

Tom is a long time member of both the PNWADG and the SAG. As an engineer working for Boeing, Tom is very active in their internal Access support organization. He earned recognition from Microsoft as an Access MVP.

Main Presentation – Armen Stein – Database Structure, Relationships, Naming Conventions
Armen will be explaining some of the most critical elements of designing a database solution, the structure, table relationships and naming conventions. In addition to explaining the concepts, Armen will be sharing techniques and conventions that he and his company have adopted and evolved over the years. This is a great opportunity to glean some invaluable tips that have help to make Armen and J Street Tech so successful. And … by the way … CONGRATULATIONS ARMEN!!! --- J Street has a new location … 2630 116th Ave NE Ste 200, Bellevue, WA.  98004
Armen is an Access MVP, founder and president of J Street Technology, and president emeritus of the PNWADG. Armen is a highlighted speaker several conferences and co-author of the highly acclaimed series, “Access 2007 VBA Programmer’s Reference.” 
Special Session – Bob Coggins, Microsoft Access Test Team – Seeking specifications for “real world” projects 
The Access test team creates applications to test new features. And, to make their tests more effective, they want to incorporate testing with real-world applications --- in hopes that they will find the real-world bugs and fix them before we get bit. So, they are going to build some applications based on specifications that we might encounter in our work. 

Bob will explain the test team’s plans and give us a better idea of what they are seeking in the line of specifications. We’ll have a questionnaire available at the meeting and I will post information on www.SeattleAccess.org.  

We’ll be channeling the responses through me and … we can look forward to seeing some of the test applications that they create. Those could be rather interesting if they become a conglomeration of several specs. 

In sharing your specs and ideas, you will be helping to be a better and more stable product for us all to enjoy!

Presenters Needed – November 13, and December 11.

Isn’t it time that YOU volunteered to share your experiences, techniques, tools or projects? Remember, the 2007 topic suggestion list is a good source for ideas that you can modify to fit your expertise.  Since we need both the Beginner’s Corner and the main presentations, I’m sure you’ll each find something that you can share.
SAG – Upcoming Presentations
December 11, Beginner’s Corner – Conditional Formatting by Alex Spiridonov, Microsoft Access Tester
Conditional formatting helps users create great-looking and useful forms and reports by changing the appearance of controls when the specified conditions arise. For example, a control’s formatting can change based on the value of the control itself or based on the values of other controls or fields. Conditional formatting can also be used to disable or hide controls and to change the formatting of a control when it receives focus.
Alex Spiridonov is a Software Development Engineer in Test on the Microsoft Access team. Alex received his Master’s degree in Computer Sciences from the University of Texas at Austin and his Bachelor’s degree from DePauw University. Prior to joining Microsoft full-time, Alex spent three summers at Microsoft as an intern.

PNWADG – Upcoming Presentations

Zac Woodall, (date TBD)  Microsoft Access Program Manager, Access 2007 Templates

Author - The Rational Guide to Microsoft® Office Access 2007 Templates

PNWADG needs presenters for the intro sessions and main presentations for October and November meetings.  Remember, the intro sessions are less formal and work perfectly with just a demo application,
NOTICES and Events: (top)
Know any college students?  Tell them about The Ultimate Steal …     (October 2007)
The ULTIMATE Steal is Microsoft’s offer to college students … only $59.95 for Office 2007 Ultimate.

Check the eligibility requirements http://theultimatesteal.com/eligibility.asp 

Just remember how you found out … Tell them that Teresa told you and it’s just another benefit of receiving my newsletters.
While you’re at it, share this as well ...

7 Computer Security Tips for Students (October 2007)
Help protect the computers you use for school from viruses, hackers, spyware, and other attacks.

http://go.microsoft.com/?linkid=7275827

VERIO is offering FREE Web Hosting for SAG Members (October 2007)
WOW!! Verio's EHS (Educational Hosting Services) program provides free Microsoft Windows websites to Developers and Designers to promote Microsoft Windows-based Hosting software and technologies. The Free services will be available through January 30, 2010. This offer is for PNWADG and SAG members. You will need to go through me to get the authorizations (err, I haven’t investigated that part yet). But, one of then nice things is that you will not be required to provide any credit card information to get your free site. And, Verio's standard usage and privacy policies apply. 

You can learn about Verio’s services as www.verio.com  --- then if you’re interested, just let me know --- Teresa@DataDynamicsNW.com 
Yes, I will admit that this is an INETA offer that we’ve been talking about for …err … two years. Put the arrows away, I’m just the messenger …  

Virtual Server 2005 R2, SP1 Resources (October 2007)
Virtual Server 2005 can offer cost effective solutions for many scenarios, so the smart strategy is to have an efficient way to learn what will work best for your environment. Microsoft is providing that in the Virtual Server Technical Resources page. Get product documentation, guidance, White Papers and a host of other links on one convenient page. 

http://www.microsoft.com/windowsserversystem/virtualserver/techinfo/default.mspx


Access Blog – by the Access Team (September 2007)
Stay tuned to the community … The team shares insights into their schedule, their favorite features, new features and how to use them. This is also an ideal avenue for the team to talk about issues that are of interest to the Access community. You’ll learn about the people and some of the factors that are helping to shape the future of Access. Whether you’re a seasoned developer or just learning about Access, you’ll find invaluable information and techniques.  From creating a database template to getting help when you need it, The Access Blog covers the gamut. http://blogs.msdn.com/access/default.aspx
Creating an Access Database from an Excel Workbook

This may seem like an old hat to you, but you still might benefit from seeing the process the Microsoft’s demo is teaching. Even if you don’t learn something to incorporate into your technique, it is good to know what an Access novice might be doing. http://office.microsoft.com/en-us/help/HA012013211033.aspx 
Annual Dues $30 …
Your annual dues help support the meeting amenities and presentations. And, they signify that you appreciate the value and benefit of the SAG. We welcome all members and guests, but only paid members may participate in drawings. Cash or checks are acceptable; please make checks payable to Teresa Hennig (SAG).

The Pacific Northwest Access Developers Group (PNWADG) also welcomes you … 
The PNWADG meets the third Tuesday of each month. You can join the notification list at www.PNWADG.org. You may also read and print meeting announcements from there – so missing an email of the announcement is NO excuse for missing a meeting … Visit the site and keep up with the topics.
Everyone is welcome! Members, guests, friends, co-workers … Invite them all … The meetings are typically held in Building 34 on the Redmond Microsoft Campus. See you about 6 PM!

DOWNLOADS and Other New Stuff: (top) 
Since many of you are experimenting with express versions and .NET ventures, I want to share some great links in those areas as well.  

Access Blog – by the Access Team (October 2007)
Stay tuned to the community … The team shares insights into their schedule, their favorite features, new features and how to use them. This is also an ideal avenue for the team to talk about issues that are of interest to the Access community. You’ll learn about the people and some of the factors that are helping to shape the future of Access. Whether you’re a seasoned developer or just learning about Access, you’ll find invaluable information and techniques.  From creating a database template to getting help when you need it, The Access Blog covers the gamut. http://blogs.msdn.com/access/default.aspx
Access 2007 Runtime – Free Download (August 2007)
The Microsoft Office Access 2007 Runtime enables you to distribute Access 2007 applications to users who do not have the full version of Access 2007 installed on their computers.

http://www.microsoft.com/downloads/details.aspx?familyid=d9ae78d9-9dc6-4b38-9fa6-2c745a175aed&displaylang=en


See Windows SharePoint Services 3.0 in Action (October 2007)
See how easy it can be to store and share information, including documents, lists and forms. Remember, Access 2007 has a built in tool for archiving data and working with SharePoint lists. http://office.microsoft.com/en-us/sharepointtechnology/HA102055631033.aspx
Windows Home Server – Where will it fit in your life? (Sept 2007)
You want to share your files and photos but you also want to be assured that they are safe and secured. Microsoft’s new Windows Home Server is designed to make it easy for your family to centralize and safeguard photos, media files, tunes, and more. And as you might expect from a server, Windows Home Server allows you to access your home server while you're traveling. Windows Home Server will be available in stores this fall, but you can learn more now at www.microsoft.com/windows/products/winfamily/windowshomeserver/default.mspx.
Microsoft Launches Malware Protection Center (August 2007)
Get the latest information about malware and potentially unwanted software on the Microsoft Malware Protection Center Portal. Browse the MMPC’s malware encyclopedia, download the latest virus/spyware definitions, submit malware samples, and find links to additional content. http://www.microsoft.com/security/portal/ 

Malware Removal Kit http://www.microsoft.com/technet/security/guidance/disasterrecovery/malware/default.mspx
Mircrosoft Learning Center – Office 2007 Training for Developers (August 2007)
Limited time offer for free training on SharePoint (and – potentially -  other Office 2007 products). Offers will change, so check back often.
http://www.microsoft.com/learning/office2007/developer/default.mspx

I Hate My Website! – free ebook (August 2007)
With 10 Easy Ways to Improve Your Website … and more. Entrepreneur Magazine, Microsoft Office Live. Download the ebook in PDF format -  http://www.entrepreneur.com/ebookdownloads/index.html
Virtual Server 2005 R2 SP1 Product Overview and Download (July 2007)
Our recent presentations demonstrated how beneficial and easy it is to use Virtual Server for both development and production environments. So, just incase you didn’t get the news about available update, here’s the link to information and the download. http://www.microsoft.com/technet/virtualserver/evaluation/vsoverview.mspx 
Virtual Server Technical Resiources – 
Documentation and guidance.  http://www.microsoft.com/windowsserversystem/virtualserver/techinfo/default.mspx
Virtual Server 2005 Technical Library (August 2007)
Great information and links to articles, guides, and other reference material for Virtual Server 2005, a TechNet resource. 

http://technet2.microsoft.com/windowsserver/en/library/c3663e92-0992-4f6f-9870-513040f5f2be1033.mspx?mfr=true

SQL Server Express SP2 and  - advanced Edition with SP2 (August 2007)
Learn about SQL Server, get started quickly and enjoy the benefits. Download SQL Server Express SP2 and Management Studio Express.  Need more development tools, download SQL Server Express with Advanced Services and the Toolkit.

http://msdn2.microsoft.com/en-us/express/bb410792.aspx

SQL Server 2005 Enterprise – 180 Day Trial Software  (August 2007)
Learn about and compare SQL Server 2005 with the Enterprise version.  Download the full featured SQL Server Enterprise Edition for a 180 day free trial. http://www.microsoft.com/sql/editions/enterprise/default.mspx
Microsoft Office Live Seminars (June 2007)
FREE live and on-demand seminars bring the advice and expertise of distinguished experts directly to YOU and at your convenience. Learn about marketing, online sales, starting and managing a business, and more. Whether you’re a business owner, a private consultant or work in a corporation, you’ll find valuable tips and information that can improve the way you work and deal with others. To learn more and to register for seminars, visit: 

http://office.microsoft.com/en-us/officelive/FX102119031033.aspx?xid=aub0540003485mrt 
Windows Vista – Virtual Hard Drive
This download comes as a pre-configured VHD. This download enables you evaluate Microsoft Windows Vista.

http://www.microsoft.com/downloads/info.aspx?na=22&p=11&SrcDisplayLang=en&SrcCategoryId=&SrcFamilyId=&u=%2fdownloads%2fdetails.aspx%3fFamilyID%3dc2c27337-d4d1-4b9b-926d-86493c7da1aa%26DisplayLang%3den 

Windows Vista TechCenter (August 2007)
Want to get more value from VISTA?  This is the place to look for tools, reference material, downloads, add-ins, links and more; all in one convenient page. http://technet.microsoft.com/en-us/windowsvista/default.aspx
Vista – The new Windows Experience Blog

The Windows Experience, the new blog from the Windows Vista team, focuses on the user experience of working Windows Vista. Topics range from making games better, working with photos, organizing files, and working with various devices. Blogger Brandon LeBlanc will share his experiences with Windows Vista http://windowsvistablog.com/blogs/windowsexperience/default.aspx  
RESOURCE TIPS:  (top)
A couple of good sites to search for information and programming assistance are www.mvps.org and Office Developer Center on MSDN. And, we’ve been mentioning the newsgroups. You can search and drill through thousands of threads. Check out http://www.microsoft.com/office/community/en-us/FlyoutOverview.mspx for a comprehensive display topics. You may also find what you are looking for by using http://groups.google.com or try www.google.com/microsoft.html for Microsoft related pages or by setting multiple search criteria at www.google.com/advanced_search?hl=en. 

Get Help When You Need It – Office Online:
Available 24/7 on the Web! The Office Online Web site offers dynamically updated Help and online training as well as downloads, templates, and clip art-for new and previous versions of Office. Check this out at: http://office.microsoft.com/

Database Issue Checker  
Access MVP, Allen Browne offer tips and utilities for casual users through expert developers. The Issue Checker can be used during development or to trouble shoot legacy files. Allen’s site provides a host of other tips and resources, including a compilation of reserved words.  http://allenbrowne.com/AppIssueChecker.html 

Access 2007 Product Guide …
Read about the new features and see how you can use them to leverage your time and data. After that, download the Office beta and ENJOY!   http://office.microsoft.com/en-us/access/FX100487571033.aspx 

MSDN magazine is available online …

An excellent, searchable resource. You can check out back issues, download articles and source code. Check it out at          http://msdn.microsoft.com/msdnmag

A compilation of links to Access Resources
This site provides an impressive array of links to a variety of resources for Access developers and users.  www.cbel.com/ms_access/

Conrad Systems Development   --- CSD Tools Version 2.0
Jeff Conrad, former Access MVP, and one of the newest members of the Access Test Team, offers an Access Add-In for documenting your database objects. 
http://www.accessmvp.com/JConrad/accessjunkie.html

The Seattle Access site.  You will also want to check the Links and Downloads pages at www.SeattleAccess.org 

HOW TO FIND US:  (top)
Building 34, The Quinalt Room  --
From 520, take the 40th ST exit – move to the right. Turn right onto 40th St, but don’t go to the curb lane. Go through the intersection with 156th Ave and then turn right onto 159th Ave NE. (that is the first right into Microsoft’s campus). Building 34 is the second building on the left. Turn left into the first or second parking lot entrance. Directions and a map are available from the Seattle Access web site.

PARKING AND SECURITY: 
A couple of minor requests that allow us to use the excellent accommodations offered by Microsoft.
Please sign in as soon as you enter the building. If you drive, you ALSO need to register your car. Security: Attendees need to bring photo ID and the first page of this meeting announcement or the meeting agenda from the web site. Having the Agenda with you will allow security to let you into the building. Exterior doors at Microsoft are locked. Since a host must let people in, it is helpful if everyone arrives between 6:00 and 6:15. 
Drivers: When you enter the building, you will need to register your vehicle by providing the Make, Model, Year, Color, and License information. There is typically ample parking it the lot shared by Buildings 34 and 35.

AKNOWLEDGEMENTS: (top)
Thanks to Armen Stein, president of J Street Technology, Inc., for serving as our guru and mentor. At J Street Technology, Armen heads up a team of talented database application developers. In addition to being a co-author of Access 2003 VBA Programmer’s Reference, Armen has written articles for Access/Office/VB Advisor and Smart Access. He taught Access at BCC and SCCC, offers his own seminars and is a key presenter at various conferences. Armen can be reached at Armen@JStreetTech.com or 425-869-0797.  

Thanks to Teresa Hennig, owner/developer Data Dynamics NW.  Data Dynamics NW provides data management solutions for all types of businesses. We specialize in helping organizations efficiently manage, utilize and profit from their data. Teresa enjoys working with her clients and collaborating with other developers to match project needs with developer expertise. For consultations and development assistance, please contacts Teresa@DataDynamicsNW.com or 206-931-0541. All referrals are greatly appreciated!

ADVISOR Media provides technical resources, magazines, articles and events across the gamut of technologies and fields. Stay up to date with conferences and locations; visit http://advisorevents.com  Sign up for Microsoft Access Advisor, a monthly magazine packed with tips, code and information on new features and techniques. Advisor media is providing drawing items for our meetings and you can look forward to seeing some issues of Access Advisor.
FMS offers a variety of high quality products to assist the Access developer including the magazine Access-VB-SQL Advisor. Be sure to check out their site to learn about their new tools. AND, stay tuned for a review of Total Access Analyzer 2003! If you haven’t migrated to 2003, then you might want to check out the upgrade for Access 2002. FMS also offers a 10% discount to the Access SIG group. Remember to identify yourself as an Access SIG member when placing your order. What a great way to be reimbursed for your membership! Please let Teresa know that you are taking advantage of the group special. We are trying to track the support that we give to our sponsors.

Microsoft and our amazing hosts from the Access Team!!! In addition to having representatives at all of our meetings, Microsoft staff have provided excellent presentations, answered many of our questions, sponsored several drawings, and put us at the top of the list for participating in Usability Studies. Not only that, they solicit our opinions about desired features, frustrating problems and technical challenges. This is Amazing Support!! Many Thanks to the Microsoft Access Team, the Usability Study Group, Mindshare and all our other contacts at Microsoft!!!! 

If you would like to participate in a Usability Study, be sure to sign up on line --- www.microsoft.com/usability . When signing up online, please note that the site was "Found via a user group"!!! This link is also posted on the Access SIG web site – along with any special studies that we may be able to promote! It certainly is nice to have the inside track.

Annual Dues 
Seattle Access has a calendar year dues system. A mere $30 provides full member benefits from January through December. For most people, paying dues is more of an indication that you find value in the meetings, newsletters, website and networking. As always, dues are voluntary and are used towards group expenses. (pssst … drawings are for members only…) Please make checks payable to Teresa Hennig; include Seattle Access and the member name on the memo line. Dues may be paid at the meeting or mailed to Teresa Hennig  18521 64th PL NE Kenmore, WA 98028-7915

For additional information about the Access SIG and our meetings, please visit www.SeattleAccess.org  We are always seeking sponsors and speakers to keep the meetings as interesting and beneficial as possible. Please share your suggestions by contacting Teresa     (reply to email or Teresa@DataDynamicsNW.com)
I hope to see you about 6 on Tuesday.

Cheers,
Teresa Hennig,
President, Seattle Access Group
Microsoft Access Most Valuable Professional

DataDynamicsNW.com
Data Management Solutions
18521 64th PL NE
Kenmore, WA 98028-7915
206-931-0541

If you would prefer not to receive Seattle Access announcements, please send your request to Teresa. Please specify which email address should be removed from the Seattle Access email list.
This is provided "AS IS" with no warranties and confers no rights.  Copyright 2004-2007 Teresa Hennig.
