The SEATTLE ACCESS Newsletter
April 8, 2008 Meeting
Hello All,

Great News on April First!  Seattle Launch 2008 and MVP Award!
WHAT A DAY!   I spent the day helping at the “Ask the Experts” booth and at the INETA/PASS/Culminis booth at Microsoft’s 2008 Heroes Happen Here launch event. It was nice to see some of you there! But, the REAL THRILL (and relief) was to read the email announcing that I had again be awarded as a Microsoft MVP for Access. It is truly a pleasure and an honor to be able to serve my user groups and the Access community. Next week, I will be riding an adrenaline high and spending 4 incredible days at the MVP summit.
Membership Rewards  - Grand Prize Winner is Bill Cash!!
At the end of the March meeting, we held the drawing to find out which lucky member was going to take home the grand prize – software of their choice. Congratulations to Bill Cash! He selected Office 2007 to go on his new Vista computer. Another example of “perfect timing” and the remarkable benefits of being a member. And, a bonus for the rest of us is that we can look forward to learning from Bill’s experience as he transitions to Office 2007.
We’re Looking for New Presenters
Meetings are about networking and sharing expertise and experiences. And, there’s no better way to “really learn” something than to teach someone else. So, how about sharing one of your favorite tools or techniques with the group? Whether it’s the Beginner’s Corner or a main presentation, new presenters are entered into a quarterly drawing for fun stuff, like books, peripherals and software. How about YOU?? Send me an email and let’s get your presentation scheduled. Teresa@DataDynamicsNW.com

Teresa
Tonight’s Topics:
Main Presentation – Creating and Leveraging Crosstab Queries by Michael Tucker
Tonight’s session will focus on more advanced query techniques, with emphasis on crosstab queries. We'll see how to create crosstab queries and when to use them. We’ll see how powerful and effective they can be in both forms and reports.
Michael will also lead us in exploring additional areas, such as when to use a query as the record source for a query, when and how to use subqueries, what type of calculations are often done in a query rather than on a form or report. These are just a few of the issues on the list. Thanks to Michael’s expertise, he will tailor the discussion to respond to questions from the group.

Beginner’s Corner – Installing the HotFix for Access 2003 SP3 
For every action, there is an equal reaction. And, sometimes it is not as desirable as we would like. This is certainly the case with Office 2003 SP3, which provided some valuable fixes and updates, but also wreaked havoc on other features. To that end, Microsoft has provided a hotfix http://support.microsoft.com/kb/945674. Keep in mind that unlike a service pack, a hotfix is typically only released to specifically targeted users and requires extra steps to install so that it is not overwritten by subsequent updates. At the March meeting, several people expressed interest in walking through the process, so that’s what we plan to do at the April 8th meeting. Bring your laptops and the update file if you’d like the assurance of doing it with the group.
Visit Allen Browne’s (http://allenbrowne.com/bug-Access2003SP3.html) site for additional information on some of the Access bugs introduced by SP 3.

Please remember to sign-in when you get to the meeting. Yes, that means everyone.
First things first … Please remember to sign in when you arrive; then join us for pizza and beverages.  In addition to signing in, if your car is parked in a Microsoft lot without a permit, please register your car on the form at the sign-in table. (We do our best to accommodate special dietary requests -- please give me 48 hours notice on special requests. We average 2 to 3 slices per person, but not everyone arrives early. So, please understand if your favorite toppings are already gone.)

** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** **
Our Goal: 
Seattle Access welcomes Access users and developers of ALL levels. Our meetings provide a welcoming atmosphere that fosters networking and professional development. This is a great forum for asking questions and sharing solutions involving Access, integration with other applications and developing for the future! In addition to technical presentations, the questions and discussions provide opportunities to see alternative approaches and to solve current challenges. 
Please invite a friend, a co-worker or a student who is just learning about Access. Let people know that they can be part of a growing community of Access users. Remember, friendly support is available at all meetings!

Newsletter Bookmarks: 
Meeting Topics
Notices Downloads
Security
Resource Tips
Location        Quinalt Room, Building 34, Microsoft Redmond Campus,
                        159th Ave NE, Redmond
Second Tuesday of every Month, 6:15 ~ 9:30 PM
Acknowledgements
MEETING DETAILS: (top)
Tonight’s Presentations:

Main Presentation: Mastering Queries by Michael Tucker

Building on last month’s presentation, Michael will focus on more advanced query techniques, with emphasis on crosstab queries. We'll see how to create crosstab queries and when to use them. We’ll see how powerful and effective they can be in both forms and reports.
Michael will also lead us in exploring additional areas, such as when to use a query as the record source for a query, when and how to use subqueries, what type of calculations are often done in a query rather than on a form or report. These are just a few of the issues on the list. Thanks to Michael’s expertise, he will tailor the discussion to respond to questions from the group.
Michael is a Software Design Engineer on the Microsoft Access test team.  He joined Microsoft in 1993 as a Product Support Engineer supporting the very first release of Microsoft Access, and has been passionate about Access ever since.  During the Access 2007 release, he worked on the new ACE database engine, and owned the complex data and SharePoint workflow integration features.  His specialties include SQL, data normalization, and object model design, and anything related to his passions for airplanes, airports, and travelling the world.
You’ll also recognize Michael as the co-Author of “Access 2007 Programming” and the technical editor of our book, “Access 2007 VBA Programmer’s Reference.”
Beginner’s Corner –  … Installing the HotFix for Access 2003 SP3 
For every action, there is an equal reaction. And, sometimes it is not as desirable as we would like. This is certainly the case with Office 2003 SP3, which provided some valuable fixes and updates, but also wreaked havoc on other features. To that end, Microsoft has provided a hotfix http://support.microsoft.com/kb/945674. Keep in mind that unlike a service pack, a hotfix is typically only released to specifically targeted users and requires extra steps to install so that it is not overwritten by subsequent updates. At the March meeting, several people expressed interest in walking through the process, so that’s what we plan to do at the April 8th meeting. Bring your laptops and the update file if you’d like the assurance of doing it with the group.
Visit Allen Browne’s (http://allenbrowne.com/bug-Access2003SP3.html) site for additional information on some of the Access bugs introduced by SP 3
Upcoming Presentations

May 13th – Beginner’s Corner; Laurie Almoslino – Mastering the Combo Box

PNWADG – April 15
Intro Session – Address Validation by Peter Cosacchi
Peter Cosacchi, Microsoft, is going to share a routine that he created to validate addresses. When an address is entered into a form, the routine sends the address to the US Postal Service website and validates the address as an actual address or not. What a slick way to catch errors in a timely manner so that you can get the correct address and avoid wasting costly postage.
Peter is with Microsoft’s Consultant - Partner Services. A few years ago, I had the great fortune of having Peter’s assistance on one of my calls for technical support. 

PNWADG May 20 – Leveraging Access with SQL Server by Armen Stein, Microsoft MVP
This is certainly an in-demand topic and Armen is *the man* to turn to for practical solutions and answers. When the situation calls for a SQL Server data file, Access can still provide the easy to maintain and customize user interface that we’re accustom to. Armen will demystify to connection and explain when and how to use Access with SQL Server. 
Mark you calendars and join us for what is sure to be an informative evening. We’re also planning a series of discussions on using Access with SQL Server; something along the lines of using the Intro Sessions for “SQL Server for the Access Developer.”

NOTICES and Events: (top)
Microsoft Office Live Workspace ---   Sweepstakes and Free Online File Storage (April 2008)
Learn about Microsoft Office Live Workspace, sign up for FREE online storage, and enter to win one of 30,000 prizes, maybe even $100,000. (hmmm … I wonder, will some of what YOU win flow my way <g>  … At least it will add to the good karma.) The sweepstakes only goes through May 11th, so get registered NOW!  http://officeliveoffers.com/Workspace/sweepstakes/default.htm

Portland Access User Group Conference – May 3 – 5 (March 2008)
PAUG 2008 Database Designer Conference at Silver Falls

The PAUG conference combines a weekend retreat with total immersion in Access development. A peaceful setting, clean mountain air, no wireless, and nothing to focus on but Access development. From Sunrise to way past Sunset, 3 days of seminars, discussions, and networking will leave no stone unturned. And of course, Armen Stein is one of their key presenters. For more information and to register, please visit  http://www.paug.com/conference.asp 

ITEC Seattle - June 10 – 11, Qwest Field Event Center (March 2008)
Register NOW for two full days of training, presentations, exhibits, hands-on workshops and networking.  Twenty six education sessions, covering everything from podcasts to security and infrastructure to WIKI’s.  Learn more and get registered at http://www.goitec.com/sea08/home.aspx 

The Pacific Northwest Access Developers Group (PNWADG) also welcomes you … 
The PNWADG meets the third Tuesday of each month. You can join the notification list at www.PNWADG.org. You may also read and print meeting announcements from there – so missing an email of the announcement is NO excuse for missing a meeting … Visit the site and keep up with the topics.
Everyone is welcome! Members, guests, friends, co-workers … Invite them all … The meetings are typically held in Building 34 on the Redmond Microsoft Campus. See you about 6 PM!

DOWNLOADS and Other New Stuff: (top)
Since many of you are experimenting with express versions and .NET ventures, I want to share some great links in those areas as well.  
Office 2007 Compatibility Download (April 2008)
If you’re running previous versions of office and frustrated because you can’t open docX files, just download (and install) the Office 2007 compatibility pack and most of your related woes will go away. And, if you’re getting complaints about sending 2007 files to legacy system users you might suggest they try this download. I’ve been using it for months and haven’t noticed any issues. And although I’ll gladly accept appreciation for the links, I accept NO responsibility for any problems that you my chose to attribute.

www.microsoft.com/downloads/details.aspx?FamilyId=941B3470-3AE9-4AEE-8F43-C6BB74CD1466&displaylang=en
Windows Vista Service Pack 1 – Released 2/26/08 (March 2008)
Windows Vista Service Pack 1 contains changes focused on addressing specific reliability and performance issues, supporting new types of hardware, and adding support for several emerging standards. In addition to previously released updates, Windows Vista SP1 also addresses some management, deployment, and support challenges.   http://technet.microsoft.com/en-us/windowsvista/bb738089.aspx 
Windows Live SkyDrive -  Online File Storage (March 2008)
Microsoft is now offering 5 GB of FREE, password protected, online file storage! Store your photos and other files so that you can retrieve them from anywhere, share them with friends, or share them with the world. Check out your options at http://skydrive.live.com 
Download the SQL Server 2008 Express November CTP (February 2008)
SQL Server 2008 Express is a free, easy-to-use, lightweight, and embeddable version of SQL Server 2008. Download the Express CTP to explore the new enhancements available and provide the product team your feedback.  http://www.microsoft.com/downloads/details.aspx?FamilyId=3BF4C5CA-B905-4EBC-8901-1D4C1D1DA884&displaylang=en
Download SQL Server Compact 3.5 Beta (February 2008)
SQL Server Compact 3.5 Beta 2 introduces a host of new features including LINQ to SQL support, Microsoft Synchronization Services for ADO.NET, plus enhanced support for T-SQL statements that lets developers rapidly develop and deploy applications using Visual Studio 2008.  http://www.microsoft.com/sql/editions/compact/default.mspx
Microsoft SQL Server 2008 Learning Portal (February 2008)
Access is the world’s leading database program, and sometimes it’s even better when partnered with SQL Server. So, even if you haven’t used SQL server in the past, you can benefit by finding out what it can do and when it might be a good fit in your projects. Learn about the versions and features of SQL Server 2008, enjoy free online clinics and sign up for free eBook(s).  http://www.microsoft.com/learning/sql/2008/default.mspx 
 
Find out if Your Devices will work with Windows Vista  (March 2008)
Search a comprehensive list of devices to find out which if the devise has been tested and proven to “Just Work” with Vista. Search the Windows Vista Compatibility List for all your favorite systems and devices-digital cameras, monitors, printers, and more-on the site.  http://winqual.microsoft.com/hcl/ 

RESOURCE Tips:  (top)
A couple of good sites to search for information and programming assistance are www.mvps.org and Office Developer Center on MSDN. And, we’ve been mentioning the newsgroups. You can search and drill through thousands of threads. Check out http://www.microsoft.com/office/community/en-us/FlyoutOverview.mspx for a comprehensive display topics. You may also find what you are looking for by using http://groups.google.com or try www.google.com/microsoft.html for Microsoft related pages or by setting multiple search criteria at www.google.com/advanced_search?hl=en. 

Access Blog – by the Access Team
Stay tuned to the community … The team shares insights into their schedule, their favorite features, new features and how to use them. This is also an ideal avenue for the team to talk about issues that are of interest to the Access community. You’ll learn about the people and some of the factors that are helping to shape the future of Access. Whether you’re a seasoned developer or just learning about Access, you’ll find invaluable information and techniques.  From creating a database template to getting help when you need it, The Access Blog covers the gamut. http://blogs.msdn.com/access/default.aspx
Get Help When You Need It – Office Online
Available 24/7 on the Web! The Office Online Web site offers dynamically updated Help and online training as well as downloads, templates, and clip art-for new and previous versions of Office. Check this out at: http://office.microsoft.com/

Database Issue Checker  
Access MVP, Allen Browne offer tips and utilities for casual users through expert developers. The Issue Checker can be used during development or to trouble shoot legacy files. Allen’s site provides a host of other tips and resources, including a compilation of reserved words.  http://allenbrowne.com/AppIssueChecker.html 

Access 2007 Product Guide …
Read about the new features and see how you can use them to leverage your time and data. After that, download the Office beta and ENJOY!   http://office.microsoft.com/en-us/access/FX100487571033.aspx 

MSDN magazine is available online …

An excellent, searchable resource. You can check out back issues, download articles and source code. Check it out at          http://msdn.microsoft.com/msdnmag

A compilation of links to Access Resources
This site provides an impressive array of links to a variety of resources for Access developers and users.  www.cbel.com/ms_access/

Conrad Systems Development   --- CSD Tools Version 2.0
Jeff Conrad, former Access MVP, and one of the newest members of the Access Test Team, offers an Access Add-In for documenting your database objects. 
http://www.accessmvp.com/JConrad/accessjunkie.html

The Seattle Access site.  You will also want to check the Links and Downloads pages at www.SeattleAccess.org 

HOW TO FIND US:  (top)
Building 34, The Quinalt Room  --
From 520, take the 40th ST exit – move to the right. Turn right onto 40th St, but don’t go to the curb lane. Go through the intersection with 156th Ave and then turn right onto 159th Ave NE. (that is the first right into Microsoft’s campus). Building 34 is the second building on the left. Turn left into the first or second parking lot entrance. Directions and a map are available from the Seattle Access web site.

PARKING AND SECURITY: 
A couple of minor requests that allow us to use the excellent accommodations offered by Microsoft.
Please sign in as soon as you enter the building. If you drive, you ALSO need to register your car. Security: Attendees need to bring photo ID and the first page of this meeting announcement or the meeting agenda from the web site. Having the Agenda with you will allow security to let you into the building. Exterior doors at Microsoft are locked. Since a host must let people in, it is helpful if everyone arrives between 6:00 and 6:15. 
Drivers: When you enter the building, you will need to register your vehicle by providing the Make, Model, Year, Color, and License information. There is typically ample parking it the lot shared by Buildings 34 and 35.

AKNOWLEDGEMENTS: (top)
Thanks to Armen Stein, president of J Street Technology, Inc., for serving as our guru and mentor. At J Street Technology, Armen heads up a team of talented database application developers. In addition to being a co-author of Access 2003 VBA Programmer’s Reference, Armen has written articles for Access/Office/VB Advisor and Smart Access. He taught Access at BCC and SCCC, offers his own seminars and is a key presenter at various conferences. Armen can be reached at Armen@JStreetTech.com or 425-869-0797.  

Thanks to Teresa Hennig, owner/developer Data Dynamics NW.  Data Dynamics NW provides data management solutions for all types of businesses. We specialize in helping organizations efficiently manage, utilize and profit from their data. Teresa enjoys working with her clients and collaborating with other developers to match project needs with developer expertise. For consultations and development assistance, please contacts Teresa@DataDynamicsNW.com or 206-931-0541. All referrals are greatly appreciated!

ADVISOR Media provides technical resources, magazines, articles and events across the gamut of technologies and fields. Stay up to date with conferences and locations; visit http://advisorevents.com  Sign up for Microsoft Access Advisor, a monthly magazine packed with tips, code and information on new features and techniques. Advisor media is providing drawing items for our meetings and you can look forward to seeing some issues of Access Advisor.

Microsoft and our amazing hosts from the Access Team!!! In addition to having representatives at all of our meetings, Microsoft staff have provided excellent presentations, answered many of our questions, sponsored several drawings, and put us at the top of the list for participating in Usability Studies. Not only that, they solicit our opinions about desired features, frustrating problems and technical challenges. This is Amazing Support!! Many Thanks to the Microsoft Access Team, the Usability Study Group, Mindshare and all our other contacts at Microsoft!!!! 

If you would like to participate in a Usability Study, be sure to sign up on line --- www.microsoft.com/usability . When signing up online, please note that the site was "Found via a user group"!!! This link is also posted on the Access SIG web site – along with any special studies that we may be able to promote! It certainly is nice to have the inside track.

Annual Dues 
Seattle Access has a calendar year dues system. A mere $30 provides full member benefits from January through December. For most people, paying dues is more of an indication that you find value in the meetings, newsletters, website and networking. As always, dues are voluntary and are used towards group expenses. (pssst … drawings are for members only…) Please make checks payable to Teresa Hennig; include Seattle Access and the member name on the memo line. Dues may be paid at the meeting or mailed to Teresa Hennig  18521 64th PL NE Kenmore, WA 98028-7915

For additional information about the Access SIG and our meetings, please visit www.SeattleAccess.org  We are always seeking sponsors and speakers to keep the meetings as interesting and beneficial as possible. Please share your suggestions by contacting Teresa     (reply to email or Teresa@DataDynamicsNW.com)
I hope to see you about 6 on Tuesday.

Cheers,
Teresa Hennig,
President, Seattle Access Group
Microsoft Access Most Valuable Professional

DataDynamicsNW.com
Data Management Solutions
206-931-0541

If you would prefer not to receive Seattle Access announcements, please send your request to Teresa. Please specify which email address should be removed from the Seattle Access email list.
This is provided "AS IS" with no warranties and confers no rights.  Copyright 2004-2008 Teresa Hennig.
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