The SEATTLE ACCESS Newsletter
July 8, 2008 Meeting
Hi Andy,  
MEETING HIGHLIGHTS

Beginner’s Corner – 2008 Launch Presentation  
Main Presentation  – Creating and Using a Series of Functions – by Bob Larson
Drawings –  Launch Software; Books, Tech Ed Swag and ???
Free online Training – Check out the courses and send comments and suggest additional modules:

http://office.microsoft.com/en-us/training/CR101582831033.aspx  14 courses for Access 2007


http://office.microsoft.com/en-us/training/CR061829401033.aspx  18 courses for Access 2003

Passion and commitment ... How to unleash your potential!

The June 16th SCS golf tournament presented a new challenge ...  I was to sell 96 gift sets of wine in just a couple of hours. But, after all these years of leading the groups, I don’t intimidate easily. Plus, the black, white and silver theme prompted me to put together an outfit complete and take on a role that lent itself nicely to plying on the persuasive charm. Even without the top hat and tails, it was effective enough to top $4,000 in sales plus a couple grand in pledges!  

But, that’s just one phase of my fund raising efforts. July 20th will be the real test of fortitude! The Seafair triathlon sprint and I’m doing ALL THREE EVENTS!  I haven’t managed to recruits a training partner, so let’s hope muscle memory does the trick.
Let’s see ... It starts with a half mile swim ... and I remember swimming in the Columbia River once when I was a teenager.
The bike ride is only 12 miles ... ahhhh  a piece of cake after the STP ... err, providing a get a bike pretty soon. The STP was two years ago!  (Anyone have a good bike for sale that fits a lady who’s 5’6” tall?)

hmmm ... a 3.1 mile run. Let’s hope my ankles hold up. I bought running shoes, so that should do it, right?

By now you’re likely wondering how the training is going. Well, I made it to one training session, but the lightning prevented swimming so I merely observed others practicing their transitions. Yikes ... I think I need someone to help peel off my wetsuit!  Seriously, though, I’ve looked into training opportunities and found out that twice a week there is a public swim at St Edwards Park
And, so far I’ve managed to get on the treadmill three times. I figure I can double that by the 20th  AND fit in at least one swim and one bike ride!  But, I still need lots of fans and photographers ;~)   hey ... if I’m going through all this, I at least what (good) photos to memorialize the event!  

But, let’s not forget my REAL motivation for this endeavor.  In honor of my brother, Kirk, we’ll be raising over $10,000 for research to cure paralysis. Please send me an email and make your pledge!!! I’ll reply with the form/receipt so that you can mail your check.  

Like to gamble???  How about double or nothing?   I cross the finish line and you double your pledge -- otherwise, I cover your donation (fine print ... barring nature’s interference or a debilitating injury).
As an extra incentive, donors will be entered into a drawing --- with a chance to win Office 2007 and many other items!

Teresa

Please remember to sign-in when you arrive at the meeting. Yes, that means everyone.
First things first … Please remember to sign in when you arrive; then join us for pizza and beverages.  In addition to signing in, if your car is parked in a Microsoft lot without a permit, please register your car on the form at the sign-in table. (We do our best to accommodate special dietary requests -- please give me 48 hours notice on special requests. We average 2 to 3 slices per person, but not everyone arrives early. So, please understand if your favorite toppings are already gone.)

** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** **
Our Goal: 
Seattle Access welcomes Access users and developers of ALL levels. Our meetings provide a welcoming atmosphere that fosters networking and professional development. This is a great forum for asking questions and sharing solutions involving Access, integration with other applications and developing for the future! In addition to technical presentations, the questions and discussions provide opportunities to see alternative approaches and to solve current challenges. 
Please invite a friend, a co-worker or a student who is just learning about Access. Let people know that they can be part of a growing community of Access users. Remember, friendly support is available at all meetings!

Newsletter Bookmarks: 
Meeting Topics
Notices Downloads
Security
Resource Tips
Location        Quinalt Room, Building 34, Microsoft Redmond Campus,
                        159th Ave NE, Redmond
Second Tuesday of every Month, 6:15 ~ 9:30 PM
Acknowledgements
MEETING DETAILS: (top)
Tonight’s Presentations (May 13th):

Beginner’s Corner: 2008 Launch Presentation --- Scott MacCready
In follow-up to one of last month’s presentations ... learn more about SQL Server 2008, review some of the key changes and what you can expect, visit  http://technet.microsoft.com/en-us/magazine/cc434690(TechNet.10).aspx
And, you can take a free 1 hour clinic on what’s new in SQL Server 2008 for database development at www.microsoftelearning.com/eLearning/courseDetail.aspx?courseId=83566
Main Presentation: Creating and Using a Series of Functions – by Bob Larson
Have you wondered how you can create your own functions and then use them within other functions?  Bob Larson will be presenting on how you can create and call functions to make your code more efficient and reusable.

Bob Larson, Microsoft MVP (congratulations on your July 1st award!) is an Access Developer with Advisicon, a project management and custom application company in Portland, Oregon.  He has worked with companies such as Boeing, Group Health, Providence Health System, and as a contractor with Microsoft.  He has 11 years of Access experience and is currently an Administrator on Access World Forums and a VIP on the Utter Access Forum, but what’s even more important to us ... Bob is a valued member of both the SAG and the PNWADG. Bob is married and has three children, ages 7 to 11.

Upcoming Presentations -  
PNWADG – August 19 Use Visio to Prototype your Access Solutions Armen Stein and Sandra Lium

Have you ever wanted to quickly design screens and reports to help users understand what their new system could look like?  Sandra and Armen will show why and how to use Visio to design your next Access application.  You'll see how to use stencils to quickly build design sketches that will match your application.  You'll also see how Visio layers can unleash the power of quickly showing or hiding information, depending on whether you're talking to customers or developers.  Attendees will receive J Street's Visio templates and stencils!

Sandra is a Software Developer with J Street Technology, and has worked on hundreds of Access projects since 1996.   She designs both web and client server applications, and she also trains new developers in J Street's standards and techniques. 
Armen is OUR Access guru, a Microsoft MVP, author, world renowned presenter and the founder and president of J Street Technology. 

NOTICES and Events: (top)

The Pacific Northwest Access Developers Group (PNWADG) also welcomes you … 
The PNWADG meets the third Tuesday of each month. You can join the notification list at www.PNWADG.org. You may also read and print meeting announcements from there – so missing an email of the announcement is NO excuse for missing a meeting … Visit the site and keep up with the topics.
Everyone is welcome! Members, guests, friends, co-workers … Invite them all … The meetings are typically held in Building 34 on the Redmond Microsoft Campus. See you about 6 PM!

DOWNLOADS and Other New Stuff: (top)
Since many of you are experimenting with express versions and .NET ventures, I want to share some great links in those areas as well.  
Access 2003 Solution Center --- (July 2008)
This is a great starting point to find solutions, downloads, current topics and links to the latest updates.
http://support.microsoft.com/?scid=ph;en-us;2509
Microsoft Virtual Labs –  (July 2008)
Talk about going the extra mile, Microsoft has created virtual labs so that people can try out the code in MSDN magazine without installing files on their computers. Better yet, there’s a split window so that people can read the MSDN article in one pane and use a second pane to contain the test environment! check it out at http://msdn.microsoft.com/en-us/magazine/cc511327.aspx?pr=flas
Access and Excel 2003 – Lab and demo for creating a database from Excel  –  (July 2008)
This demo may provide Access developers with invaluable insights, if for no other reasons than the opportunity to see things from someone else’s perspective may lead to a better solution Check out Microsoft’s demo on how to create an Access database from an Excel spreadsheet.  http://office.microsoft.com/en-us/help/HA012013211033.aspx?WT.mc_id=ION
Outlook 2007/2003/2002 Add-in: Personal Folders Backup (July 2008)
The Personal Folders Backup download creates backup copies of your .PST files at regular intervals, in Outlook 2002 and later versions, making it easy to keep all of your Outlook folders safely backed up.

www.microsoft.com/downloads/info.aspx?na=22&p=7&srcdisplaylang=en&srccategoryid=&srcfamilyid=&u=%2fdownloads%2fdetails.aspx%3ffamilyid%3d8b081f3a-b7d0-4b16-b8af-5a6322f4fd01%26displaylang%3den
Keyboard shortcuts for Microsoft Office (July 2008)
It is sometimes quicker to accomplish tasks with simple keystrokes rather than by using your mouse. Discover how to get a full list of keyboard shortcuts, and learn and practice ways of using your keyboard rather than your mouse.  http://office.microsoft.com/training/training.aspx?AssetID=RC060786531033
Mail merge your way to more time! (July 2008)
Sending the same document or e-mail to a group of people can be fast and easy. By using mail merge, all you have to do is create one document with your information and add placeholders for unique information, such as a name or address. Microsoft Office Word takes care of the rest! http://office.microsoft.com/training/training.aspx?AssetID=RC011205671033

What's so great about Office Excel PivotTable reports? (July 2008)
Learn about the powerful Microsoft Office Excel 2003 PivotTable(r) feature, which organizes, summarizes, and analyzes your data to reveal its meanings. http://office.microsoft.com/training/training.aspx?AssetID=RC010136191033


Optimizing Windows Vista for Better Performance (July 2008)
Computers, like people, can get bogged down by extra baggage ... But, if you’re running Vista, there are some easy to follow steps to help combat the drain and regain the faster performance. Visit 
http://windowshelp.microsoft.com/Windows/en-US/help/83EC0FFE-EE04-4D53-8B87-25D1F05C954E1033.mspx   

Product Key – Lost and Found (July 2008)
Finally, we have guidance on how to minimize the pain and frustration from loosing a product key. If you’ve lost a produce key in the past, you may have begrudgingly purchased a replacement program. Well, that doesn’t need to be the case, in fact, Microsoft has provided instructions on how to get a replacement key, in KB811224  http://support.microsoft.com/kb/811224

Tips & Tricks – Webcasts and Podcasts from the Experts (July 2008)
Microsoft Webcast Home provides links to valuable resources from the experts. These webcasts and podcasts include great tips, lessons, recommendations and other invaluable tidbits  -- and ... it’s FREE!

http://office.microsoft.com/en-us/webcasts/FX102557791033.aspx


Office 2007 Compatibility Download (April 2008)
If you’re running previous versions of office and frustrated because you can’t open docX files, just download (and install) the Office 2007 compatibility pack and most of your related woes will go away. And, if you’re getting complaints about sending 2007 files to legacy system users you might suggest they try this download. I’ve been using it for months and haven’t noticed any issues. And although I’ll gladly accept appreciation for the links, I accept NO responsibility for any problems that you my chose to attribute.

www.microsoft.com/downloads/details.aspx?FamilyId=941B3470-3AE9-4AEE-8F43-C6BB74CD1466&displaylang=en
Get Help When You Need It – Office Online
Available 24/7 on the Web! The Office Online Web site offers dynamically updated Help and online training as well as downloads, templates, and clip art-for new and previous versions of Office. Check this out at: http://office.microsoft.com/

Database Issue Checker  
Access MVP, Allen Browne offer tips and utilities for casual users through expert developers. The Issue Checker can be used during development or to trouble shoot legacy files. Allen’s site provides a host of other tips and resources, including a compilation of reserved words.  http://allenbrowne.com/AppIssueChecker.html 

Access 2007 Product Guide …
Read about the new features and see how you can use them to leverage your time and data. After that, download the Office beta and ENJOY!   http://office.microsoft.com/en-us/access/FX100487571033.aspx 

MSDN magazine is available online …

An excellent, searchable resource. You can check out back issues, download articles and source code. Check it out at          http://msdn.microsoft.com/msdnmag

A compilation of links to Access Resources
This site provides an impressive array of links to a variety of resources for Access developers and users.  www.cbel.com/ms_access/

Conrad Systems Development   --- CSD Tools Version 2.0
Jeff Conrad, former Access MVP, and one of the newest members of the Access Test Team, offers an Access Add-In for documenting your database objects. 
http://www.accessmvp.com/JConrad/accessjunkie.html

The Seattle Access site.  You will also want to check the Links and Downloads pages at www.SeattleAccess.org 

HOW TO FIND US:  (top)
Building 34, The Quinalt Room  --
From 520, take the 40th ST exit – move to the right. Turn right onto 40th St, but don’t go to the curb lane. Go through the intersection with 156th Ave and then turn right onto 159th Ave NE. (that is the first right into Microsoft’s campus). Building 34 is the second building on the left. Turn left into the first or second parking lot entrance. Directions and a map are available from the Seattle Access web site.

PARKING AND SECURITY: 
A couple of minor requests that allow us to use the excellent accommodations offered by Microsoft.
Please sign in as soon as you enter the building. If you drive, you ALSO need to register your car. Security: Attendees need to bring photo ID and the first page of this meeting announcement or the meeting agenda from the web site. Having the Agenda with you will allow security to let you into the building. Exterior doors at Microsoft are locked. Since a host must let people in, it is helpful if everyone arrives between 6:00 and 6:15. 
Drivers: When you enter the building, you will need to register your vehicle by providing the Make, Model, Year, Color, and License information. There is typically ample parking it the lot shared by Buildings 34 and 35.

AKNOWLEDGEMENTS: (top)
Thanks to Armen Stein, president of J Street Technology, Inc., for serving as our guru and mentor. At J Street Technology, Armen heads up a team of talented database application developers. In addition to being a co-author of Access 2003 VBA Programmer’s Reference, Armen has written articles for Access/Office/VB Advisor and Smart Access. He taught Access at BCC and SCCC, offers his own seminars and is a key presenter at various conferences. Armen can be reached at Armen@JStreetTech.com or 425-869-0797.  

Thanks to Teresa Hennig, owner/developer Data Dynamics NW.  Data Dynamics NW provides data management solutions for all types of businesses. We specialize in helping organizations efficiently manage, utilize and profit from their data. Teresa enjoys working with her clients and collaborating with other developers to match project needs with developer expertise. For consultations and development assistance, please contacts Teresa@DataDynamicsNW.com or 206-931-0541. All referrals are greatly appreciated!

ADVISOR Media provides technical resources, magazines, articles and events across the gamut of technologies and fields. Stay up to date with conferences and locations; visit http://advisorevents.com  Sign up for Microsoft Access Advisor, a monthly magazine packed with tips, code and information on new features and techniques. Advisor media is providing drawing items for our meetings and you can look forward to seeing some issues of Access Advisor.

Microsoft and our amazing hosts from the Access Team!!! In addition to having representatives at all of our meetings, Microsoft staff have provided excellent presentations, answered many of our questions, sponsored several drawings, and put us at the top of the list for participating in Usability Studies. Not only that, they solicit our opinions about desired features, frustrating problems and technical challenges. This is Amazing Support!! Many Thanks to the Microsoft Access Team, the Usability Study Group, Mindshare and all our other contacts at Microsoft!!!! 

If you would like to participate in a Usability Study, be sure to sign up on line --- www.microsoft.com/usability . When signing up online, please note that the site was "Found via a user group"!!! This link is also posted on the Access SIG web site – along with any special studies that we may be able to promote! It certainly is nice to have the inside track.

Annual Dues 
Seattle Access has a calendar year dues system. A mere $30 provides full member benefits from January through December. For most people, paying dues is more of an indication that you find value in the meetings, newsletters, website and networking. As always, dues are voluntary and are used towards group expenses. (pssst … drawings are for members only…) Please make checks payable to Teresa Hennig; include Seattle Access and the member name on the memo line. Dues may be paid at the meeting or mailed to Teresa Hennig  18521 64th PL NE Kenmore, WA 98028-7915

For additional information about the Access SIG and our meetings, please visit www.SeattleAccess.org  We are always seeking sponsors and speakers to keep the meetings as interesting and beneficial as possible. Please share your suggestions by contacting Teresa     (reply to email or Teresa@DataDynamicsNW.com)
I hope to see you about 6 on Tuesday.

Cheers,
Teresa Hennig,
President, Seattle Access Group
Microsoft Access Most Valuable Professional

DataDynamicsNW.com
Data Management Solutions
206-931-0541

If you would prefer not to receive Seattle Access announcements, please send your request to Teresa. Please specify which email address should be removed from the Seattle Access email list.
This is provided "AS IS" with no warranties and confers no rights.  Copyright 2004-2008 Teresa Hennig.
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