The SEATTLE ACCESS Newsletter
October 14, 2008 Meeting
Fall is here ... a time for Elections and a call for volunteers ...

Tonight’s Topics
Main Presentation:  Automating Data Clean-up by Phil Timmerman

Beginner’s Corner:  More Ways to Leverage the ComboBox by David Antonsen

October is Election Month – Show up and Vote! 

Have you considered what it takes keep a user group vibrant and fill the schedule with meaningful presentations? Then, imagine all those contacts, details and give-a-ways arranged when there is only ONE elected position? So now, think about what YOU might like to contribute to the ongoing success of the group and all of its participants.

Nominations are still open for the office of President of the Seattle Access Group. We’re also seeking volunteers to help with meetings, speaker arrangements, website enhancements, or just about anything that you might want to offer. 

Got an idea how to add more value to the meetings?  Share it! Ideas and volunteers are greatly appreciated --- email them to Teresa@DataDynamicsNW.com
Elections will be held at the October 14th meeting.


HELP!!!  Please rescue our website ...
If you’ve visited www.SeattleAccess.org lately, you are aware that it’s experiencing some technical challenges. The symptoms started on the Seattle Access site, which is a child web of my own site. By following the instructions to fix the problems with Seattle Access, the navigation was destroyed on my site and all child webs. With an investment of about 12 hours of my time, all the sites are republished an the SAG site is updated. 
Man, the site could sure use some organizing (hint hint). It would be wonderful if one of you would take some of the responsibility for managing the web sites for the two groups. I’ll even provide Web Expressions, FrontPage or other agreed upon incentives <g>. Hopefully, one of you will seize this opportunity to gain experience, credentials, and appreciation as you help the groups and build good karma. You might even consider experimenting with web databases. Of course, such enhancements are optional and certainly not urgent. I look forward to hearing from you ;~)  Teresa@DataDynamicsNW.com
SQL Server 2008 Roadshow ... October 31st  8 till noon in Bellevue
A FREE event to learn about the new features and benefits, including security, data managements, and new business intelligence tools. Sign up NOW! http://msevents.microsoft.com/CUI/EventDetail.aspx?EventID=1032388728&Culture=en-US
Edge Technologies is sponsoring one of tonight’s drawings!  See sponsor info below!

See you Tuesday, 
Teresa
Please remember to sign-in when you arrive at the meeting. Yes, that means everyone.
First things first … Please remember to sign in when you arrive; then join us for pizza and beverages.  In addition to signing in, if your car is parked in a Microsoft lot without a permit, please register your car on the form at the sign-in table. (We do our best to accommodate special dietary requests -- please give me 48 hours notice on special requests. We average 2 to 3 slices per person, but not everyone arrives early. So, please understand if your favorite toppings are already gone.)

** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** **
Our Goal: 
Seattle Access welcomes Access users and developers of ALL levels. Our meetings provide a welcoming atmosphere that fosters networking and professional development. This is a great forum for asking questions and sharing solutions involving Access, integration with other applications and developing for the future! In addition to technical presentations, the questions and discussions provide opportunities to see alternative approaches and to solve current challenges. 
Please invite a friend, a co-worker or a student who is just learning about Access. Let people know that they can be part of a growing community of Access users. Remember, friendly support is available at all meetings!
Newsletter Bookmarks: 
Meeting Topics
Notices Downloads
Security
Resource Tips
Location        Quinalt Room, Building 34, Microsoft Redmond Campus,
                        159th Ave NE, Redmond
Second Tuesday of every Month, 6:15 ~ 9:30 PM
Acknowledgements
MEETING DETAILS: (top)

Beginner’s Corner:  Adding and Customizing a ComboBox by David Antonsen
There must be 1,001 ways to customize a combo box. So, just when you think you’ve mastered this powerful control, somebody shows you even more cool tricks. By popular demand, David will demonstrate more uses for the comboBox and explore more combinations of property settings.

David is an independent database consultant working for small companies creating Access databases and office solutions. David’s been an active member and volunteer of the SAG and the PNWADG for the past 6 years. 


Main Presentation – Automating Data Clean-up By Phil Timmerman

In addition to controlling and maintaining data collected within our solutions, we are often faced with the need to clean up and utilize data from other sources. All too often, the source lacked controls to collect data in a nicely formatted manner so that it can easily be mapped and imported using a relatively simple import spec or process. So, we’re challenged with things like parsing data that my not be in the same sequence – (such as name fields with the values in reverse order), or phone numbers of various lengths and having different delimiters, and of course the address fields with a seemingly infinite number of variations. I’m not suggesting that Phil is going to provide a panacea for all of our pains, but he is going to provide substantial relief by sharing some of the tools and process that he uses.
Phil develops, tests and deploys software for commercial building environment systems. For the last 15 years, Phil has been with Trane Company in the Office Infrastructure Services group where he writes and supports numerous Access business applications AND manages the wide area server file management and client backup applications.  

Like so many who provide in-house solution, Phil is proficient at recognizing and responding to “low-hanging-fruit” opportunities that emphasize “quick-to-market”, low polish solutions.  While most development has been within MS Access, Phil also creates applications with Excel VBA and Windows Script host.

When not absorbed with work, Phil enjoys a well stocked shop full of wood and metal working tools. In stark contrast to the quick development for office solutions, Phil can easily spend ten hours building a “jig” to produce a one hour widget. 


November 11, SAG Main Presentation – Creating and Using a Series of Functions by Doug Yudovich

Set a process in motion and just let it run!  We often use VBA to accomplish a specific task, like open a form to a selected record, or to update a field based on certain criteria, or change the record source before opening a report. But, VBA can also be used to process a series of tasks in a stated sequence. And, you can use logic trees to work down different paths depending on specified criteria. Doug is going to demonstrate how this is implemented and walk us through the process of creating and testing the VBA used in his demo. 

Doug he is a long standing member of Utter Access and administrator with has helped countless developers through his posts a. Please join us for an informative presentation and that sure to lead so some interesting questions and discussions.

NOTICES and Events: (top)

The Pacific Northwest Access Developers Group (PNWADG) also welcomes you … 
The PNWADG meets the third Tuesday of each month. You can join the notification list at www.PNWADG.org. You may also read and print meeting announcements from there – so missing an email of the announcement is NO excuse for missing a meeting … Visit the site and keep up with the topics.
Everyone is welcome! Members, guests, friends, co-workers … Invite them all … The meetings are typically held in Building 34 on the Redmond Microsoft Campus. See you about 6 PM!
October 21 Visual Studio Reporting by Bill Vaughn
The inside scoop on how to get the most out of the newly enhanced ReportViewer control and how it's evolved in Visual Studio 2008. This discusses how to leverage your Reporting Services skills and RDL reports to create application-based reports and how to manage the myriad of issues that come up when trying to emulate Reporting Services functionality like parameters, connections, pick-list population and much more. This session shows off the SQL Server Reporting Services technology that shipped with SQL Server 2008 and enabled with Visual Studio SP1. 

INTRO SESSION  Bill will cover some of the fundamentals to lay a solid foundation to help us maximize the benefit of the main presentation and see how we might use the tools in our current or future projects.
Bill Vaughn is an industry-recognized author, mentor and subject-matter expert on Visual Studio, SQL Server, Reporting Services and data access technology. In 2000 after 14 years at Microsoft, Bill stepped away to work on his new books, mentoring and independent training seminars. He primarily specializes on data access and especially Visual Basic and SQL Server and more recently SQL Server Reporting Services. He’s written six editions of the “Hitchhiker’s Guide to Visual Basic and SQL Server” (and working on the 7th edition that covers Visual Studio and SQL Server 2005) and two editions of “ADO.NET and ADO Examples and Best Practices for Visual Basic (and C#) Programmers”. He and Peter Blackburn also wrote the best-selling and critically acclaimed “Hitchhiker’s Guide to SQL Server 2000 Reporting Services”.

Live Meeting - for User Group Meetings
WELLLLLLLL ... it sure seems like a great idea. But, it's going to take one you YOU to make it happen! 

With Live Meeting, members will be able to view and listen to presentations even if they can't join us in person. 
Our pervious volunteers have other priorities, so we are again seeking one or two people to get this rolling. I'm looking for someone to take the lead in creating a meeting prep checklist, figuring out some logistics and working with presenters who agree to have their presentations broadcast via Live Meeting.  We'll also look in to recording and archiving some presentations!     Send me an email let’s get started! ;~)  

DOWNLOADS and Other New Stuff: (top)
Since many of you are working with Express versions, SQL Server and .NET ventures, select links are also provided for those areas. 
Try SQL Server 2008 Today RELEASE CANDIDATE (September 2008)
Download a free, fully functional 180-day trial version of SQL Server 2008 and SQL Server 2008 Feature Pack today. To help make the most of your evaluation, you will receive five e-mails during your evaluation period that, depending on which download option you select, contain resources specifically designed for IT professionals and developers. Before downloading and installing SQL Server 2008 be sure to use the link to evaluate the system requirements – avoid undue complications with your configuration.    www.microsoft.com/sqlserver/2008/en/us/trial-software.aspx   
Download SQL Server 2008 Feature Pack (September 2008)
The SQL Server 2008 Feature Pack is a separate download from SQL Server software. This collection of stand-alone install packages is designed to provide additional licensed functionality for SQL Server 2008. It contains 17 new redistributable and backward compatibility components and add-on providers. For additional information on each of these components click the download button below www.microsoft.com/downloads/details.aspx?FamilyId=C6C3E9EF-BA29-4A43-8D69-A2BED18FE73C&displaylang=en

Browsing with More of What you Want and Need (September 2008)
Internet Explorer 8 offers better protection, connects to more services, and gives you more options and control. See how IE 8 can improve your experience www.microsoft.com/windows/internet-explorer/beta/
Run IT on a Virtual Hard Disk (September 2008)
Using the power of virtualization, you can now quickly evaluate Microsoft and partner solutions through a series of pre-configured Virtual Hard Disks (VHDs). The Microsoft Virtual Software experience gives you full access to a number of server products on a pre-configured virtual machine. You can download the VHDs and evaluate them for free in your own environment without the need for dedicated servers or complex installations. Download the application of your choice and start evaluating the software for your environment immediately, for free.   www.microsoft.com/servers/virtualharddrives.mspx

Access 2003 Solution Center --- (August 2008)
This is a great starting point to find solutions, downloads, current topics and links to the latest updates.       http://support.microsoft.com/?scid=ph;en-us;2509
Top 10 Reasons to use Access WITH Excel (August 2008) 

This article explains how to have the best of both worlds and includes demo files and scenarios that make it real in YOUR world. http://office.microsoft.com/en-us/excel/HA102640811033.aspx?pid=CH102094651033

PrimoPDF – The World’s #1 free PDF Creator ... (at least according to them) (August 2008)
PrimoPDF offers both a free and professional version that will work with Windows 98 through Windows Vista and can work with over 300 file types.  Willie really likes PrimoPDF for client installations because it is remarkably simple and leaves a VERY SMALL footprint.  Check it out and let me know what you think.  www.primopdf.com
Office Live Workspace (August 2008)
Tired of emailing files and trying to keep people on the same version of a document or project. Make your life a lot easier with Microsoft Office Live Workspace. Live Workspace provides an easy and free way to share files and collaborate on multiple projects and activities. There are even demos and videos to get you up to speed quickly. Learn more at http://officeliveworkspacecommunity.com

MSDN – Virtual Labs to Test-drive Code samples (August 2008)
How many times have you seen a code sample but didn’t try it out because you didn’t have the software configuration or you didn’t want to risk unexpected impact to your system?  Now there’s a simple and convenient solution. MSDN provides virtual labs so that you can try out many of the code samples. Better yet, there’s a split window so that people can read the MSDN article in one pane and use a second pane to contain the test environment!  http://msdn.microsoft.com/en-us/magazine/cc511327.aspx?pr=flas
Mail merge your way to more time! (August 2008)
Sending the same document or e-mail to a group of people can be fast and easy. By using mail merge, all you have to do is create one document with your information and add placeholders for unique information, such as a name or address. Microsoft Office Word takes care of the rest!

http://office.microsoft.com/training/training.aspx?AssetID=RC011205671033

RESOURCE Tips:  (top)
A couple of good sites to search for information and programming assistance are www.mvps.org and Office Developer Center on MSDN. And, we’ve been mentioning the newsgroups. You can search and drill through thousands of threads. Check out http://www.microsoft.com/office/community/en-us/FlyoutOverview.mspx for a comprehensive display topics. You may also find what you are looking for by using http://groups.google.com or try www.google.com/microsoft.html for Microsoft related pages or by setting multiple search criteria at www.google.com/advanced_search?hl=en. 

Access Blog – by the Access Team
Stay tuned to the community … The team shares insights into their schedule, their favorite features, new features and how to use them. This is also an ideal avenue for the team to talk about issues that are of interest to the Access community. You’ll learn about the people and some of the factors that are helping to shape the future of Access. Whether you’re a seasoned developer or just learning about Access, you’ll find invaluable information and techniques.  From creating a database template to getting help when you need it, The Access Blog covers the gamut. http://blogs.msdn.com/access/default.aspx
Get Help When You Need It – Office Online
Available 24/7 on the Web! The Office Online Web site offers dynamically updated Help and online training as well as downloads, templates, and clip art-for new and previous versions of Office. Check this out at: http://office.microsoft.com/

Database Issue Checker  
Access MVP, Allen Browne offer tips and utilities for casual users through expert developers. The Issue Checker can be used during development or to trouble shoot legacy files. Allen’s site provides a host of other tips and resources, including a compilation of reserved words.  http://allenbrowne.com/AppIssueChecker.html 

Access 2007 Product Guide …
Read about the new features and see how you can use them to leverage your time and data. After that, download the Office beta and ENJOY!   http://office.microsoft.com/en-us/access/FX100487571033.aspx 

MSDN magazine is available online …

An excellent, searchable resource. You can check out back issues, download articles and source code. Check it out at          http://msdn.microsoft.com/msdnmag

A compilation of links to Access Resources
This site provides an impressive array of links to a variety of resources for Access developers and users.  www.cbel.com/ms_access/

Conrad Systems Development   --- CSD Tools Version 2.0
Jeff Conrad, former Access MVP, and one of the newest members of the Access Test Team, offers an Access Add-In for documenting your database objects.  http://www.accessmvp.com/JConrad/accessjunkie.html

The Seattle Access site.  You will also want to check the Links and Downloads pages at www.SeattleAccess.org 

HOW TO FIND US:  (top)
Building 34, The Quinalt Room  --
From 520, take the 40th ST exit – move to the right. Turn right onto 40th St, but don’t go to the curb lane. Go through the intersection with 156th Ave and then turn right onto 159th Ave NE. (that is the first right into Microsoft’s campus). Building 34 is the second building on the left. Turn left into the first or second parking lot entrance. Directions and a map are available from the Seattle Access web site.

PARKING AND SECURITY: 
A couple of minor requests that allow us to use the excellent accommodations offered by Microsoft.
Please sign in as soon as you enter the building. If you drive, you ALSO need to register your car. Security: Attendees need to bring photo ID and the first page of this meeting announcement or the meeting agenda from the web site. Having the Agenda with you will allow security to let you into the building. Exterior doors at Microsoft are locked. Since a host must let people in, it is helpful if everyone arrives between 6:00 and 6:15. 
Drivers: When you enter the building, you will need to register your vehicle by providing the Make, Model, Year, Color, and License information. There is typically ample parking it the lot shared by Buildings 34 and 35.

AKNOWLEDGEMENTS: (top)
Thanks to Armen Stein, president of J Street Technology, Inc., for serving as our guru and mentor. At J Street Technology, Armen heads up a team of talented database application developers. In addition to being a co-author of Access 2003 VBA Programmer’s Reference, Armen has written articles for Access/Office/VB Advisor and Smart Access. He taught Access at BCC and SCCC, offers his own seminars and is a key presenter at various conferences. Armen can be reached at Armen@JStreetTech.com or 425-869-0797.  

Thanks to Teresa Hennig, owner/developer Data Dynamics NW.  Data Dynamics NW provides data management solutions for all types of businesses. We specialize in helping organizations efficiently manage, utilize and profit from their data. Teresa enjoys working with her clients and collaborating with other developers to match project needs with developer expertise. For consultations and development assistance, please contacts Teresa@DataDynamicsNW.com or 206-931-0541. All referrals are greatly appreciated!

ADVISOR Media provides technical resources, magazines, articles and events across the gamut of technologies and fields. Stay up to date with conferences and locations; visit http://advisorevents.com  Sign up for Microsoft Access Advisor, a monthly magazine packed with tips, code and information on new features and techniques. Advisor media is providing drawing items for our meetings and you can look forward to seeing some issues of Access Advisor.
EDGE Tech Corp, an ISO 9001:2000 certified company founded in 1986, is a leading memory supplier. EDGE sells 100% compatible Dell Memory and DRAM upgrades for other leading system manufacturers.  EDGE also offers USB Watches, digital frames, portable hard drives. Edge is offering a 10% discount to members on memory. www.edgetechcorp.com

Microsoft and our amazing hosts from the Access Team!!! In addition to having representatives at all of our meetings, Microsoft staff have provided excellent presentations, answered many of our questions, sponsored several drawings, and put us at the top of the list for participating in Usability Studies. Not only that, they solicit our opinions about desired features, frustrating problems and technical challenges. This is Amazing Support!! Many Thanks to the Microsoft Access Team, the Usability Study Group, Mindshare and all our other contacts at Microsoft!!!! 

If you would like to participate in a Usability Study, be sure to sign up on line --- www.microsoft.com/usability . When signing up online, please note that the site was "Found via a user group"!!! This link is also posted on the Access SIG web site – along with any special studies that we may be able to promote! It certainly is nice to have the inside track.

Annual Dues 
Seattle Access has a calendar year dues system. A mere $30 provides full member benefits from January through December. For most people, paying dues is more of an indication that you find value in the meetings, newsletters, website and networking. As always, dues are voluntary and are used towards group expenses. (pssst … drawings are for members only…) Please make checks payable to Teresa Hennig; include Seattle Access and the member name on the memo line. Dues may be paid at the meeting or mailed to Teresa Hennig  18521 64th PL NE Kenmore, WA 98028-7915

For additional information about the Access SIG and our meetings, please visit www.SeattleAccess.org  We are always seeking sponsors and speakers to keep the meetings as interesting and beneficial as possible. Please share your suggestions by contacting Teresa     (reply to email or Teresa@DataDynamicsNW.com)
I hope to see you about 6 on Tuesday.

Cheers,
Teresa Hennig,
President, Seattle Access Group
Microsoft Access Most Valuable Professional

DataDynamicsNW.com
Data Management Solutions
206-931-0541

If you would prefer not to receive Seattle Access announcements, please send your request to Teresa. Please specify which email address should be removed from the Seattle Access email list.
This is provided "AS IS" with no warranties and confers no rights.  Copyright 2004-2008 Teresa Hennig.
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