Newsletter and Meeting Announcement
Pacific Northwest Access Developers Group
And the Seattle Access Group
Tuesday, November 15, 2011 -- Steptoe Room, Café for Building 40

First things first …  Three things that need your IMMEDATE RESPONSE!! 
Monday Nov 14 – 8:30 – Bellevue WA – TECH NET EVENT 
TechNet Events Presents: The Pathway to the Private Cloud 
Get Ready for Tomorrow, Today - Hyper-V Virtualization for the Cloud
Private Cloud 201: Microsoft Private Cloud Tools and Technologies
https://msevents.microsoft.com/CUI/EventDetail.aspx?EventID=1032497080&Culture=en-US
Afternoon session: IT Camp --  Tech Net Workshop --- 
The PARTICPANTS decide the topics. Get your questions answered by the experts!
https://msevents.microsoft.com/CUI/EventDetail.aspx?EventID=1032497245&Culture=en-US
December is the Developer Showcase – 6 to 8 Presentations 
Mark your calendars, invite friends and colleagues to join us for a night filled with 6 to 8 presentations by fellow Access developers sharing their favorite techniques, tools and tips. We’ll gain invaluable and time saving tips from a series of 15 – 20 minute presentations. This is guaranteed to be a night to remember! Email Teresa if you have a technique to share or want to request a special topic 
                            Sign up now!!!  Teresa@DataDynamicsNW.com
  SkillForge – Live, Instructor-Led Online Microsoft Training a New Sponsor  (Oct 2011) 
Debuting in November, our new netbook for meeting registration, provided by SkillForge 
And, the transition doesn’t happen by itself, so many thanks to Randy Weers for doing all the work to transition the files and set up the badge printer on our new computer. 

SkillForge is a different kind of training company. Founded by trainers with over 15 years of experience in the training industry, they share one key focus – delivering exceptional training. The instructors are experts in their field with years of real world experience so the lessons convey both technical and practical expertise. Please visit www.SkillForge.com to checkout their course offerings -- including a wealth of Access classes -- sign up; share your impressions with the group!


Teresa

            ♦ ♦ ♦ Items of Immediate Interest ♦ ♦ ♦

November Presentations:
Seattle Access Group – Query Basics and Comparing Queries with SQL in VBA.
BY Doug Yudovich, Access MVP and Author along with Charity Mujjawamaria, BI Developer
Starting with query basics, Doug and Charity will cover the fundamentals of creating queries using the query designer. They’ll discuss some of the key properties, along with how and why you change them. The demonstration will show how to build and use criteria and then expand into some data conversion samples. Along the way, we’ll also get some VBA 101, as Doug compares the using queries with using VBA to accomplish the same results.

Doug Yudovich is the Director BI Apps at UW Physicians. He’s earned the award of Microsoft Access MVP in 2009, 2010 and 2011. When you’re searching for Access help online, you’ll find Doug as an Administrator in both the UtterAccess Forums and in UtterAccess’ Access Wiki. Over the past couple of years, Doug was an invaluable contributor and editor for my last two books, “Microsoft Access Small Business Solutions” (all about database design) and the “Access 2010 Programmers’ Reference.”  Both books are published by Wiley and are available at the Access meetings and online.  

Charity Mujjawamaria is the Senior BE Developer at UW Physicians, and Doug’s esteemed colleague. She has joined us for several presentations over the past few years.


PNWADG –  -- Delving into the Core Features of Access Applications  (specific focus TBD)
 F. Scott Barker, Author, Trainer, Consultant, Former Access MVP
Scott is a seasoned desktop and web developer with expertise in Microsoft Access, SQL Server, and .Net technologies. With more than 10 books and a dozen years as a trainer and writer for AppDev, Scott is able to build the bridge that combines technical expertise with real world experiences. 
Share a Tip -- Win a Prize!    New addition to Q & A ...  Share a tip and have a chance to win a prize.

This is the perfect time to share a technique or tip that helps you to save time, improve performance, preserve data, or ???  Feel free to bring your laptop or files to make this a Show & Tell. After all, our meetings are all about sharing, learning and networking. Sometimes even the smallest things can have a huge impact. 

Thank you to EVERYONE who volunteered and supported Seattle Give Camp Oct 21 – 23!!   
  More than 100 volunteers helped create projects for 17 non-profit organizations. Next year, let’s make sure YOU are one of the 100+.  http://seattlegivecamp.org  
Check the Downloads and Items of Immediate Interest sections for dozens of links to great software, tips and webinars.

Meeting Night and Times -- Mark Your Calendars for the Third Tuesday of the Month
6:15 sessions start; pizza around 7:30.  Invite a colleague!!

Newsletters are on www.SeattleAccess.org
Need to change your email address or looking for presentation materials?  


Please send an email to Teresa@DataDynamicsNW.com
Intro and Main PresentationNewsletter Sections
   
Meetings, Events, Etc
Downloads and Updates          

Meeting Times and Location   Third Tuesday (except Dec.) of the Month from 6:15 until around 9:30/10 PM. 
Building Security

 HYPERLINK "" \l "Locked_Out#Locked_Out" \o "#Locked_Out"                 
  Microsoft Café for Building 40, off NE 31st St., Redmond
Our Sponsors
Note: If the bookmarks don’t function within this email, try saving it to Word or download the announcement from SeattleAccess.org
Need to get in? Ring the Doorbell. If that fails, please tap the café window with your key.

Networking
Networking 
Pizza + Pop + developers = Technical Talk Time. AKA – Networking and the perfect opportunity to visit someone you haven’t talked with before. How else will you find out what you have in common or maybe able to offer each other? And, since we all have nametags, no need for embarrassing moments trying to remember a name. 
Nametags are your pizza pass; no nametag - no pizza. ;-). 
(We do our best to accommodate special dietary requests-- please give me 48 hours notice. As a courtesy to others, please limit yourself to 2 or 3 slices. Considering that dues help cover meeting costs, if you don’t pay dues, please enjoy the refreshments and make a $5 contribution.)

Membership
Annual, calendar year dues are $30 per group, but we are providing a huge incentive for you to become involved and show your support for both groups. You can join both groups for only $45. Being a paid member is your ticket to receive door prizes, review items, software give a-ways*, and to enjoy pizza during the break. However, each group maintains its particular focus (beginner or advanced), pool of resources, and member list. And, while we are meeting on the same night, being a paid member of either group provides your pizza pass. 
*note: payment must be processed at the beginning of the meeting in order to participate in a drawing.


Members are welcome to share job announcements, resumes and business cards. You may also send me an email with your resume along with a brief statement of your specialty, availability and a bracket on your rates. There is no telling when I’ll hear about interesting opportunities.

Presentations and Other Events (return to TOC)

Future Presentation
December is the Developer Showcase – 6 to 8 Presentations
With a line-up of world class presenters, authors and Access MVPs, you’ll find invaluable tools to add to your developer toolbox. The preliminary line-up includes, Kathy Malone (Re-imagining your Access aps for Windows 8), George Hepworth (Dual Duty for Split Forms – Search and Details), Scott Barker, Armen Stein and Doug Yudovich and …  

               Make this a night to remember 
  We’re recruiting the presenters, now it is up to YOU … to invite your friends and colleagues to join us.  
Let’s go for a new record in attendance! We’ll door prizes and drawings; Membership drive – Just $50 to join both groups from Now through December 2012!!
What a great way to end the year   --- giving you lots of new tools to experiment with before our meeting … January 17, 2012.

 Sign up now!!!  Teresa@DataDynamicsNW.com

Jet Express Services  or the 10 Commandments of References or Regular Expressions   - 
Michael Kaplan  (another MK topic … Cool ways to leverage QBF (Query by form) and String manipulation)
Tony Toews, Access MVP, Front-End Updater  -- February 2012

DIRECTIONS to Microsoft Building 40   

From SR 520 Eastbound ...  Exit NE 40th, Turn RIGHT onto NE 40th, and move into the far right lane. Turn RIGHT onto 156th NE - heading South (seems West).  Turn RIGHT onto NE 31st, and LEFT onto the drive for Buildings 41 and 40.  Turn RIGHT into the garage. The Café is between the two office buildings.  Walk towards Building 40, which is on the right. Follow the path to the Café building. Use the side entrance to the Café. Once inside, the STEPTOE Room is immediately on the right.  Maps are available at www.SeattleAccess.org

Downloads, Updates and Other Good Stuff (back to top) 

SQL Server Integration Expo – Free -- Virtual Conference Friday Nov 18, 9 am – 1 pm PT (Nov 2011)
SSWUG’s virtual expo will review ways to build dynamic packages and develop data integration solutions with SQL Server Integration Services (SSIS). Registration includes participation during the live online event, access to materials for 7 days, and a 30 may membership in SSWUG! 
For more information and to register: http://www.vconferenceonline.com/event/home.aspx?id=448

5 Keys to Profitable Social Media Marketing .. By Mari Smith; Thur, Nov 17, 2 – 3 pm PT (Nov 2011)
a free CredibilityLIVE event hosted by Michael "Hutch" Hutchison
As consultants and developers, our marketing and projects are more and more affected by and even dependent upon social media. This one hour presentation will cover some of the key ways to profit, as well as some common mistakes to avoid. Register now at: http://links.credibilitylive.com/ajtk/servlet/JJ?H=92zf1&R=11797207

Office 2007 and SharePoint 2007 Service Pack 3 information   (Nov 2011)
Learn about the timing and options for support, upgrades and transitions from Office 2003, 2007 and 2010 (yes, there is a forecasted end of mainstream support date for 2010). As they say, knowledge is power; so now you can use the when and what to help your client’s make informed decisions about their current and upcoming applications and projects. 
http://blogs.technet.com/b/office_sustained_engineering/archive/2011/10/06/announcing-service-pack-3-for-office-2007-and-sharepoint-server-2007.aspx

SQL Azure Labs … Social Analytics  (Nov 2011)
A new way to integrate social media with business apps. “Social Analytics” allows you to connect with customers and quickly respond to their comments and concerns. Sign up at: www.microsoft.com/en-us/sqlazurelabs/labs/socialanalytics.aspx

MSDN with Visual Studio 2010 – Save 15 – 35% on renewals or upgrades  (Nov 2011)
If you have a current or recently expired subscription to Visual Studio or MSDN, you could be eligible for a significant savings on a new subscription.  To find out more, visit www.microsoft.com/visualstudio/thedayi/en-us/offers
SQL Server 2012 (Denali) CTP3 – trial software for download and testing    (Nov 2011)
If you’re excited about the enhanced security and other new features of SQL Server 2012, you don’t have to just take someone else’s word for it, you can download the beta and gain experience for yourself! 
download from:  https://www.microsoft.com/betaexperience/pd/SQLDCTP3CTA/enus/

Cloud Computing – a Non-Technical Overview, by TechNet   (Nov 2011)
It’s time to cut through some of the hype and get a basic understanding of what Cloud Computing really is, the impacts it will have … and where it fits in YOUR future. Read the article from TechNet … http://social.technet.microsoft.com/wiki/contents/articles/4854.aspx

Learning about the Clout?  Watch the video … How to Build a Private Cloud (part 1)  (Nov 2011)
From virtualization to a Private Cloud; the benefits of automating IT services. Part one of four by Chenley 
http://blogs.technet.com/b/chenley/archive/2011/08/15/how-to-build-a-private-cloud-part1.aspx
Learn about Microsoft’s Offerings for Private Cloud  (Nov 2011)
Purported to have the best price point for private cloud solutions, Microsoft is offering a wealth of services, documents and resources to help businesses, professionals and individuals make informed decisions and have smooth transitions into Cloud computing. Learn more:

www.microsoft.com/en-us/server-cloud/private-cloud/default.aspx

Office 365 -- -More info and More Resources
Download an Office 365 trial from  www.microsoft.com/en-us/office365/free-office365-trial.aspx#fbid=9e06p7pjpU3
Take it for a spin by getting started with TechNet videos and articles  http://technet.microsoft.com/en-us/office/gg696034
Office WebApps .. get started for free    (Nov 2011)
Free SkyDrive account with your free Windows Live ID … 
See how easy it is to share and collaborate 
http://office.microsoft.com/en-us/web-apps?WT.mc_id=oo_eml_WebApp_Word
Best Practices for Migrating to Office 365 – White Paper from Windows ITPro  (October 2011)
This whitepaper contains valuable guidance to help you understand what is involved, learn about the key elements, and follow best practices.  Download the whitepaper from Windows ITPro at:
www.windowsitpro.com/whitepaper/office/practices-migrating-office-365-140782?code=EPDedQuestQ411NotesWP01101011_SPC


Free eBook: Microsoft Office 365: Connect and Collaborate Virtually Anywhere, Anytime (September 2011)
This book, by Katherine Murray, shows you how to use ​Office 365 to get more done, collaborate more easily, and work more ​flexibly. You’ll learn how to ​create and administer your Office 365 account,  how to work with Office 365 programs, and how to share files with your team, including how to create a team site, use Office Web Apps, and hold online meetings. This book will give you some good ideas on practical ways you can put all this cloud power to work. Learn more and get links to the book and other resources at:
http://blogs.msdn.com/b/microsoft_press/archive/2011/08/17/free-ebook-microsoft-office-365-connect-and-collaborate-virtually-anywhere-anytime.aspx


101 Code  Samples For Office 2010 Development  (September 2011)
Microsoft has compiled a set of VBA code samples for select features or feature sets that you can incorporate or modify to work in your applications. Each sample consists of about 5 to 50 lines of code, and includes comments describing the code and setup. http://msdn.microsoft.com/en-us/office/hh360994

Free Online Database Class – and more --  (September 2011)
Thanks group member,  Kathy S, for sending these links to free classes offered by Stanford University. The courses will be available this fall – from October through December.
Intro Databases: http://www.db-class.org/
Machine Learning:   http://www.ml-class.org/
Artificial Intelligence:  http://www.ai-class.com

Excel Shortcuts – Keystrokes to help you Work More Efficiently – TechRepublic Article   (August 2011)
Since many of our projects evolve from Excel spreadsheets, it only stands to reason that many Access users and developers also work with Excel. TechRepublic is providing a list of Excel shortcuts that can save time and reduce errors. In addition to using them yourself, you may buy some goodwill by sharing the tips with your clients and users.  Get the list from TechRepublic (posted August 1, 2011) at:

www.techrepublic.com/blog/msoffice/a-cheatsheet-of-excel-shortcuts-that-make-inserting-data-faster/5501?tag=nl.e056

Webinar: A Simple Approach to Desktop Virtualization Security   (August 2011)
Whether you’re concerned for your own systems, connecting to your clients, or supporting an Enterprise, you need to be alert to the ever changing landscape of security threats and some effective approaches for minimizing risks while leveraging the benefits of mobilization and virtual desktops. This on demand seminar is provided by ITPro and sponsored by Citrix.  To register, visit: www.windowsitpro.com/utility/virtualization2/virtual-desktop-security-simpler-scalable-136097?code=EPDedCitrixMay11WS01_072811
NSIS - Open Source System to Create Windows Installers (June 2011)
At the May meeting, we discussed some options for creating Windows installers that can smoothly deploy Access solutions. NSIS was among the systems that some members have used and recommended. Thanks to David F for sending the link http://nsis.sourceforge.net/Main_Page
Microsoft Access Small Business Solutions, by Teresa Hennig and an MVP team. - Free Chapter Download (May 2011)
A team of 11 Access MVPs share their expertise and experiences to help you design table structures that will support your current and anticipated needs. It start with the fundamentals of good table structure, and then delves into specific issues and options of different business functions, from contact management, to manufacturing and accounting. You’ll see a variety of techniques for determining requirements, interviewing users, and storing data. For a limited time, you can download Chapter 4, People, Organizations, Addresses from www.SeattleAccess.com
Access 2010 Programmer’s Reference, by Teresa Hennig, et al. - Free Chapter Download (May 2011)
This chapter will help you to VBA to expand and leverage the features that Access provides. You’ll learn about events, procedures, expressions, and recordsets. You’ll also see how to use VBA behind forms and reports as well as working with variables and error handling.  The book contains 25 chapters and 9 appendixes. Visit www.SeattleAccess.com to download Chapter 7, Using VBA in Access. Then ... let me know what you think!

Rick Fisher's Find and Replace (May 2011)
Rick's tool will search through the design elements, such as the table and field names and modules (not the data). It can change the names of objects throughout the entire database. Version 9.0 works with Access versions from 2000 through 2010. For more details and the download, visit  http://rickworld.com

Doug Steele's Web Site (May 2011)
Access MVP and author of “Access Solutions” shares tips and links to other resources at www.accessmvp.com/djsteele/AccessIndex.html 

Optimize Access when using ODBC data source (May 2011)
Article referred to in George Hepworth's presentation April 2011 on DNS Less data connections. Read KB286222 at http://support.microsoft.com/kb/286222

Clonezilla: Image Your Drives for Free  (Tech Republic article and instructions for using Clonezilla) (April 2011)
Disc imaging is a valuable resource for disaster recovery, but it can also be used for maintaining and upgrading systems. Clonezilla allows you to clone the image of a machine and use it to restore the image to a single machine or multiple machines. In this Tech Republic article, Jack Wallen provides the background and walks you through the process. 
www.techrepublic.com/blog/doityourself-it-guy/diy-image-your-drives-for-free-with-clonezilla/179?tag=nl.e056

RESOURCE TIPS:  (top)
Doug Steele, Access MVP and author of “Access Solutions” shares tips and links to other resources.  http://www.accessmvp.com/djsteele/AccessIndex.html

Access Blog – by the Access Team --- one of the top blogs on MSDN!!!
Stay tuned to the community … The team shares insights into their schedule, their favorite features, new features and how to use them. This is also an ideal avenue for the team to talk about issues that are of interest to the Access community. You’ll learn about the people and some of the factors that are helping to shape the future of Access. Whether you’re a seasoned developer or just learning about Access, you’ll find invaluable information and techniques.  From creating a database template to getting help when you need it, The Access Blog covers the gamut. http://blogs.msdn.com/access/default.aspx 
Access 2003 Solution Center 
Find the materials and answers that you need for Access 2003. Downloads, articles, tutorials and other reference materials are conveniently listed in an easy to search fashion. Check out 

http://support.microsoft.com/?scid=ph;en-us;2509

A couple of good sites to search for information and programming assistance are www.mvps.org and Office Developer Center on MSDN. 
And, we’ve been mentioning the newsgroups. You can search and drill through thousands of threads. Check out http://www.microsoft.com/office/community/en-us/FlyoutOverview.mspx for a comprehensive display topics. You may also find what you are looking for by using http://groups.google.com or try www.google.com/microsoft.html for Microsoft related pages or by setting multiple search criteria at www.google.com/advanced_search?hl=en.

Utter Access Discussion Forum 
Touted as the number one Access community forum!  This may be a great place to get answers to your questions. And, you’ll see several familiar names as some of our members are prolific posters. Hey, there are even photos from the MVP Summit, so check it out! www.utteraccess.com/forums/index.php

A compilation of links to Access Resources
This site provides an impressive array of links to a variety of resources for Access developers and users.  www.cbel.com/ms_access/

DYNAMIC LINK LIBRARY ARTICLE by Mark Liron, MVP
Learning more about DLL’s is in ongoing theme, so you might want to bookmark or download this page. www.updatexp.com/dynamic-link-library.html

Access Developer Portal MSDN 
Database samples and tutorials provided by Access MVP and other experts.
http://msdn2.microsoft.com/en-us/office/aa905400.aspx 
Database Issue Checker  
Access MVP, Allen Browne offer tips and utilities for casual users through expert developers. The Issue Checker can be used during development or to trouble shoot legacy files. Allen’s site provides a host of other tips and resources, including a compilation of reserved words.  http://allenbrowne.com/  or   http://allenbrowne.com/AppIssueChecker.html 

OUR SPONSORS (back to top)

FMS, Inc., (www.fmsinc.com) the world’s leading developer of Microsoft Access 3rd party products with their award winning “Total Access”  including Total Access Analyzer, Total Visual CodeTools, and Total Access Emailer. FMS also offers an Access Help Center with various resources such as technical papers, tips, etc. (http://www.fmsinc.com/MicrosoftAccess/help.html)


Microsoft is hosting our meetings! And, they have several representatives at our meetings to answer questions and find out what is important to us -- as Access developers. It is great to know that we will always have a member of the Access team at our meetings -- talk about going directly to the source! Microsoft has also sponsored several review and prize drawings. By the way, don’t forget to sign up for Usability Studies.   These are a fun way to share your thoughts with Microsoft and you earn software for your efforts. Sign up on line ---www.microsoft.com/usability/jump1.htm  

SkillForge – Live, Instructor-Led Online Microsoft Training (August 2011)
SkillForge is a different kind of training company. Founded by trainers with over 15 years of experience in the training industry, they share one key focus – delivering exceptional training. The instructors are experts in their field with years of real world experience so the lessons convey both technical and practical expertise.
Visit www.SkillForge.com to checkout their course offerings -- including a wealth of Access classes -- sign up; share your impressions with the group!

Webucator – Instructor led Online and Onsite Training (July 2011)
Webucator offers a wealth of technology and business training, with content ranging from introductory courses to advanced programming. The SAG and PNWADG are fortunate to welcome Webucator as a new sponsor. Please check out their offerings and … look forward to special opportunities. www.webucator.com

Trigeminal Software, Inc, aka Michael Kaplan, our VP for Backwards Compatibility and co-host of the Q&A sessions. To learn a little about Michael and to download some valuable tools, please visit his web site at www.trigeminal.com. The site offers free utilities, sample code and links to numerous articles and postings … and, as I mentioned … you should really avail yourself of the opportunity to read some of his opinions (not that Michael would voice anything controversial <g> ). For entertaining and edifying reading, check out “Sorting It All Out,” http://blogs.msdn.com/michkap 

Wiley and Wrox -- with over 200 years of publishing expertise in the technical communities. 
www.Wiley.com and www.Wrox.com


Sponsors Wanted: If you know of a company that would be interested in sponsoring our group, please have them contact Teresa. Sponsors may provide products for review or help offset group expenses.

*******************************************************************
Calendar Year Dues … $30 per group; Join during our membership drive and save!! 
The PNWADG and the SAG each utilize a calendar year dues system; so $30 pays for membership for one group from January through December – or $45 for BOTH! In addition to supporting the group activities, being a paid member allows you to participate in drawing, receive review items and other prizes. Everyone is encouraged to participate, share expertise and to ask questions; but when it comes time to dole out the prizes and offer products for review, … those benefits are restricted to paid members. 
For the PNWADG, please make checks payable to PNWADG and be sure to identify the member. Dues may be paid at the meeting or mailed to:  Randy Weers, Membership VP, 809 NE 70th St, Seattle, WA 98115-5567
Members Only Drawings and Product Reviews!

Come see what we have to offer at the monthly meetings! 
*********************************************************************
Meeting Address and Session Times (back to top)
Third Tuesday of Every Month (except December)
6:00 – 6:15 Networking 
6:15 – 7:30 ish SAG Meeting ... General announcements, Main presentation, Q&A (may be combined with PNWADG session)
           15 - 20 minute Networking Break with Pizza and Pop Meeting 
~ 7:45 to 8:00
PNWADG Sessions begins;   General announcements, Q&A, Main presentation

~ 9:30
Final announcements and adjourn meeting.

Microsoft Redmond Campus  Café for Building 40
31st Ave NE
Redmond, WA 98052
Maps and parking information are posted at www.SeattleAccess.org
 
SECURITY:  Attendees are asked to have photo ID and must sign in upon entering the building/meeting room. Since exterior doors at Microsoft are locked and require a key card for entry, you will need to ring the doorbell* and wait for an authorized person to escort you in.   *Note – TAP on the side windows if you don’t see a doorbell.

*****************************************************
If you wish to be removed from our notification list or have wish to change the delivery email, please email Teresa@DataDynamicsNW.com

Teresa Hennig
President, SAG
President, PNWADG
Microsoft MVP

Data Dynamics Northwest
Data Management Solutions
206-931-0541
This posting is provided "AS IS" with no warranties and confers no rights. Copyright 2004 – 2011 Teresa Hennig

