Pacific Northwest Access Developers Group and the Seattle Access Group
Meeting Announcement for December 10, 2013
The Twelfth Annual Access Developer Showcase
Hi All,
Please invite your colleagues and join us for the Access User Group Meetings --
 --- RSVP for the 2013 Developer Showcase to have a chance to win an 8 GB jump drive.

  The 2013 Access Developer Showcase 
We have an OUTSTANDING line-up of Access experts who will share their passion and expertise with Access. Their experiences cover gamut, from understanding requirements to designing an intuitive UI, and from traditional desktop solutions to successful web apps, the panel relates to the perspectives of businesses, developers and the Access team itself.  They offer the opportunity to gain insights into development styles and see tips and techniques that you won’t find anywhere else. 
The evening will begin with a series of presentations, allowing each developer to showcase one of their favorite tools or topics. Following the break, we will have a panel discussion and invite questions from the audience.

Whether you are working on traditional, web apps or hybrid solutions, you will find invaluable materials that will help you with current and future projects.
Tim Getsch, owner of Check Out My, LLC and COMC.com. Their mission is to "Optimize Enjoyment: Maximize what you care about; minimize what you don’t."
How’s this for a great story about the power and potential for using Access …
What started as Check out my Cards has now become COMC.com. Tim and his company take the latest technology and apply it to card collecting -- well just about all collectibles! We desire to continually impress our customers by offering the best service and making it easier and more fun to collect cards! You can read more about COMC and how it has been evolving at Comc.com/aboutus     You may also recognize Tim as a former member of the Access Team and an enthusiastic sponsor and presenter at countless meetings.
Curtis Houghton joined the Microsoft Access team as a test engineer in 2007, working through both the Access 2010 and Access 2013 releases.  Before joining the Access team, Curtis worked in the Visual Studio team at Microsoft.  Outside of Microsoft, Curtis spent years working with email filtering at Brightmail and Symantec corporations fighting against spam. Spam is good in musubi sushi and in cans, not email.
Curtis will create a web app from scratch and describe some of the benefits and pitfalls a user may encounter during the building of a new web app.
Kevin Nickel, a test engineer for Microsoft Access since 2006, working on Access 2007, 2010 and 2013. Kevin spent much of his time focused on the runtime user experience and performance, with particular emphasis on Access web databases. Kevin shares his passion for Access and the community and is a highly acclaimed presenter at the Access groups, conferences and at international venues.
Kevin will be showing some techniques to make developing and using Access Web Apps easier for both you and your customers. This whirlwind tour of tips and tricks will cover everything from the designer and runtime to views and macros.

Teresa Hennig, Access MVP and owner/solutions architect of Data Dynamics Northwest, has been passionate about Access since the second day she saw it, back in 1997. That was the day that she decided to become and independent business consultant and Access developer. Teresa soon became an active participant in the Access user groups -- and was elected president of the SAG and then of the PNWADG. --- (Yes, this is a shout out to the UG communities!!)
Access opened a world of new opportunities; such as creating a paperless patient tracking system and delivering it to a teen clinic in Uganda, publishing six books with Wiley/Wrox and helping dozens of colleagues to gain similar credentials. With the support of the Access community, Teresa even climbed Mt. Rainier and helped raise $10,000 for ALAW! Her energy and passion for helping the Access community has earned her recognition of being a Microsoft MVP for eight consecutive years. 
As you’ve experienced, the response of the users can make or break a project success of a project. And that is why the user interface is so critical, not just the design, but also the approach to the design. Teresa will share some of her techniques for designing an intuitive user interface that is custom tailored to the user and their environment. 
New Year - New Location - New Night …  THANK YOU  --  COMC.com 
As we start the new year, we will have a new host --- Tim Getsch and COMC.com!!!We have a new host!!!!   Tim Getsch has generously offered to host our Access user group meetings! 
         WAAAAAHHHOOOOO
So, starting in January, we will meet at the COMC offices near the Redmond Towne Center (details later). 
In the interim, we need to decide on our preferred meeting night and week!  We’ll talk about this at the November meeting and then send out a questionnaire.

If you have a preference, PLEASE send me an email with your preference and … nights that you cannot attend.
In January, the Access UG meetings will have a new host and new location 
Upcoming Presentations 
Due to a schedule conflict, Mike Hernandez had to reschedule his presentation. Bonus -- we can look forward to a full hour presentation early in 2014! 
Michael J Hernandez, world renowned database consultant specializing relational database design. Author of the best-selling Database Design for Mere Mortals 3rd Edition and the co-author of the best-selling SQL Queries for Mere Mortals. Mike has been a top-rated and noted technical trainer for the government, the military, the private sector and companies throughout the United States. He has spoken at numerous national and international conferences, and has consistently been a top-rated speaker and presenter. Mike’s other skills and passions range from the artistic to the metaphysical. His endeavors include 15 years as a professional guitarist, and being a working actor, a professional Tarot card reader, a great cook, and a passionate teacher (writing, public speaking, music, Tarot)..

Mike will be discussing logical database design and will provide a few tips on what you should keep in mind as you’re designing your databases.


Bring your laptop or files so that you can share with the group:
Q&A -- Bring your questions, database files. 
TIPS -- Share a favorite or new technique or tip.
Web Apps -- Working on a Web App? Share your questions, highlights and goals with the group.
Windows 8 Features and Apps - Share your “favorite new” feature, technique, or App with the group,
Please take the SAG/PNWADG Meeting survey  
-- YOUR INPUT IS NEEDED whether you are at the meeting or not! 
ALL MEMBERS are encouraged to complete the survey!!! Your feedback and suggestions will help us tailor the meeting presentations and discussions to your interests and goals. It will also foster more opportunities for long distance participation and add value to the web content. 
After the meeting - PLEASE complete the survey 
Please check the www.SeattleAccess.org … then EMAIL TERESA when you’ve completed your survey. 
The first 10 responses will be entered into a drawing for an 8 GB jump drive.
             http://www.instant.ly/s/meUW9?source_type=email 


Bring A COLLEAGUE TO OUR MEETINGS!!!   
                  Please … share the newsletter and invite your co-workers and friends to join us.   
Looking forward to seeing you Tuesday (and the second Tuesday of every month)!

 Teresa
Access MVP 2006 - 2014   
Author, Professional Access 2013 Programming
Data Dynamics Northwest, 


Membership and Dues  --  
Calendar year membership - Please join or renew now! (details below)
Annual membership is only $30 for one group and $45 for both groups! That’s right -- BOGO 50% off!!! This may be the deal of the decade. The cost of dual membership is LESS than it was in 2008 -- but the value of the tips, tools, resources and networking is *priceless.*  
You can pay at the meetings; please make checks payable to PNWADG.
Newsletters (including back copies) are available on www.SeattleAccess.org
Need to change your email address? Looking for presentation materials?  Please send an email to Teresa@DataDynamicsNW.com

Intro and Main PresentationNewsletter Sections
   
Meetings, Events, Etc.
Downloads and Updates          

Meeting Times and Location   Café for Building 40, Microsoft Redmond Campus,  NE 31st St.
Second Tuesday Registration starts at 6 PM; meetings are from 6:15 until about 9:30/10 PM. 
Building Security

 HYPERLINK "" \l "Locked_Out#Locked_Out" \o "#Locked_Out"                 
  
Our Sponsors
Note: If the bookmarks don’t function within this email, try saving it to Word; or download from SeattleAccess.org
Need to get in? Ring the Doorbell. If that fails, please tap the window with your key.  (Call 206-931-0541)
Networking
Networking 
Pizza + Pop + developers = Technical Talk Time. AKA – Networking and the perfect opportunity to get to know someone that you haven’t talked with before. How else will you find out what you have in common and how you can learn from each other’s experiences? And, because we all have nametags, we can avoid those embarrassing moments of trying to remember a name.      Nametags are your pizza pass; no nametag - no pizza. (at least that seems reasonable ;-). 
(We do our best to accommodate special dietary requests-- please give me 48 hours’ notice. As a courtesy to others, please limit yourself to 2 slices until everyone has a chance to get pizza. Dues help cover meeting costs, so if you don’t pay dues, please make a $5 contribution.)
                            Become a Member --- Details below.

Downloads, Updates and Other Good Stuff (back to top) 
Office 365 - downloads, pricing, trial
Compare the plans, features and pricing for Office 365. Get a trial version … After you find the account that works for you, you can convert your trial to a paid subscription. 
http://www.microsoft.com/en-cb/office365/free-office365-trial.aspx

Download Microsoft Office Professional Plus 2013          
 http://technet.microsoft.com/en-US/evalcenter/jj192782.aspx

Get the full featured version for a 60 day trial period.

Tips and Discussions
Right Click Context Menus - Creating Custom Command Bars (Sept 2013)
- Add-in Express provides a free tool that allows you to view available commands and place them on custom command bars (aka popups, toolbars …) http://www.add-in-express.com/products/commandbars-controls-ids.php
You will likely find Microsoft’s  help file to be an invaluable resource.
Office Fluent User Interface Control Identifiers
http://www.microsoft.com/en-us/download/details.aspx?id=6627
RESOURCE TIPS:  (top)
Access MVPs – Sharing code and resources
Several Access MVP are sharing resources and links through the website hosted by Arvin Meyer. You will find the tools offered during Crystal’s presentation on her page.   www.AccessMVP.com
Doug Steele, Access MVP and author of “Access Solutions” shares tips and links to other resources.  http://www.accessmvp.com/djsteele/AccessIndex.html

Access Blog – by the Access Team --- one of the top blogs on MSDN!!!
Stay tuned to the community … The team shares insights into their schedule, their favorite features, new features and how to use them. This is also an ideal avenue for the team to talk about issues that are of interest to the Access community. You’ll learn about the people and some of the factors that are helping to shape the future of Access. Whether you’re a seasoned developer or just learning about Access, you’ll find invaluable information and techniques.  From creating a database template to getting help when you need it, The Access Blog covers the gamut. http://blogs.office.com/b/microsoft-access  
A couple of good sites to search for information and programming assistance 
www.mvps.org and Office Developer Center on MSDN. And, we’ve been mentioning the newsgroups. You can search and drill through thousands of threads. Visit http://search.microsoft.com/en-us/CommunityResults.aspx?q=office%20community to search through Microsoft community and support options. 

Utter Access Discussion Forum 
Touted as the number one Access community forum!  This may be a great place to get answers to your questions. And, you’ll see several familiar names as some of our members are prolific posters. Hey, there are even photos from the MVP Summit, so check it out! www.utteraccess.com/forums/index.php

A compilation of links to Access Resources
This site provides an impressive array of links to a variety of resources for Access developers and users.  www.cbel.com/ms_access/

Access Developer Portal MSDN 
Database samples and tutorials provided by Access MVP and other experts.
http://msdn2.microsoft.com/en-us/office/aa905400.aspx 

Database Issue Checker  
Access MVP, Allen Browne offer tips and utilities for casual users through expert developers. The Issue Checker can be used during development or to trouble shoot legacy files. Allen’s site provides a host of other tips and resources, including a compilation of reserved words.  http://allenbrowne.com/  or   http://allenbrowne.com/AppIssueChecker.html 

OUR SPONSORS (back to top)
Wiley and Wrox -- with over 200 years of publishing expertise in the technical communities. 
www.Wiley.com and www.Wrox.com
Telerik (www.Telerik.com)  (Aug 2013)
Sponsor of the SAG and PNWADG meetings with fun shirts, notepads and other great incentives. Telerik is a leader in .NET tools and host of one of the biggest .NET communities with over 800,000 participants.  

O’Rielly Media  --  (Aug 2013)
Generously providing review copies of Jeff Conrad’s latest book, ”Microsoft Access 2013 Inside Out.”
http://shop.oreilly.com/product/0790145367969.do

Code Magazine   -- FREE --  One Year Subscription   (Nov 2012)
Code Magazine has content covering topics from A to X, and then some --- literally! Check out the index…
With the exciting opportunities for Access 2013, Windows 8, and so much more, you’ll appreciate the value of having the up-to-date reference material provided through Code Magazine. Sign up for your free one year subscription by clicking on one of the following links.  
Link for SAG Members               Link for PNWADG Members

FMS, Inc., (www.fmsinc.com) the world’s leading developer of Microsoft Access 3rd party products with their award winning “Total Access” including Total Access Analyzer, Total Visual CodeTools, and Total Access Emailer. FMS also offers an Access Help Center with various resources such as technical papers, tips, etc. (www.fmsinc.com/MicrosoftAccess/help.html)




Sponsors Wanted: If you know of a company that would be interested in sponsoring our group, please have them contact Teresa. Sponsors may provide products for review or help offset group expenses.
*******************************************************************
Calendar Year Dues … $30 per group or ---  join both for only $45! 
The PNWADG and the SAG each utilize a calendar year dues system; so $30 pays for membership for one group from January through December – or $45 for BOTH! In addition to supporting the group activities, being a paid member allows you to participate in drawing, receive review items and other prizes. Everyone is encouraged to participate, share expertise and to ask questions; but when it comes time to dole out the prizes and offer products for review … those benefits are restricted to paid members. 
Please make checks payable to PNWADG and use the memo line to identify the member name and group(s). 
Dues may be paid at the meeting or contact Teresa for mailing instructions.
          …  Paid Members participate in Drawings and Product Reviews!

Meeting Files and Materials
Presenters are encouraged to provide slides, demos and other files that members can download from the SAG website. These can be excellent resources for learning about new features or techniques and figuring out how to incorporate them into projects. If files or links are available, they will be posted on the Seattle Access website. 
As we gain experience with Live Meeting, we will record and share links to select sessions.
*********************************************************************
Meeting Address and Session Times (back to top)
Steptoe Room, Café for Building 40, Microsoft Redmond Campus --- NE 31st, Redmond
Second Tuesday of Every Month   -- through December 2013.
6:00 – 6:15 Networking 
6:15 – 9:00 12th Annual Access Developer Showcase
Including:    General announcements,  Q&A  and   15 - 20 minute Networking Break with Pizza and Pop  
7 Directions: From SR 520 Eastbound ...  
Exit NE 40th, Turn RIGHT onto NE 40th, and move into the far right lane. 
Turn RIGHT onto 156th NE - head South.  
Turn RIGHT onto NE 31st. 
Turn LEFT onto the access road for Buildings 41 and 40
Turn RIGHT into the parking garage.  
As you walk from the garage, Building 40 is on the RIGHT and the Cafe is the single story building in the middle. Walk the length of Building 40, to get to the side entrance of the cafe.

Meetings are in the STEPTOE Room in the Cafe. The entrance is on the right side, by building 40. The meeting room is immediately to the right.

SECURITY:  Attendees are asked to have photo ID and must sign in upon entering the building/meeting room. Since exterior doors at Microsoft are locked and require a key card for entry, you will need to ring the doorbell*  
(if you don’t see one call 206-931-0541) and wait for an authorized person to escort you in.   
*Note – TAP on the side windows if you don’t see a doorbell.

*****************************************************
If you wish to be removed from our notification list or have wish to change the delivery email, please email Teresa@DataDynamicsNW.com

Teresa Hennig
President, SAG and PNWADG
Microsoft MVP
 Data Dynamics Northwest
Data Management Solutions
206-931-0541
This posting is provided "AS IS" with no warranties and confers no rights. Copyright 2004 – 2013  Teresa Hennig
