Pacific Northwest Access Developers Group and the Seattle Access Group
Meeting Notice for 
Wednesday, February 19, 2014

Hi All,
GO HAWKS!!!!   WAAAAHHHOOOO … 

What a way to start the year  --  amazing speakers, great topics and awesome new features!!
This is an exciting time for Access developers … new frontiers offering incredible opportunities for all levels of expertise and areas of focus. Join us at the PNWADG and SAG meetings -- the presentations, resources and networking will be invaluable tools for your success, whether you are creating classic, web and hybrid solutions. Your efforts may be returned 10 fold …but, only YOU can commit the time and make the investment. 
Please join us and bring your colleagues to the monthly meetings … 
                                                                  and stay connected throughout the month(s).

    Please Help Spread the News …  Meetings are the Third Wednesday every month!  

February --- Featuring Mike Hernandez
Access Day Irvin CA - April 16 -- details below
Office 365 … with Access  $99/year for 5 devices! -- details below
Happy Birthday INETA  -- Join us, Feb 19,  to help Celebrate INETA’s 12th Birthday!

 Access User Group Meetings  -  a New Host and New Location Getsch and COMC.com are the new hosts of the Seattle Access Group and Pacific Northwest Access Developer Group. Our meeting nights will be the third Wednesday of every month … So please mark your calendars with a recurring monthly meeting. Registration starts at 6 PM, and we typically wrap up about 9:30.
 Meeting Location: COMC offices at 6727 185th AVE NE, Redmond, WA.  
From 50, take exit for Hwy 202/Redmond Way and turn right (away from the Redmond Town Center).

Proceed about .8 miles, go up a small hill to the traffic light for 185th Ave NE. 
Left onto 185th Ave NE and go about .7 miles to pass NE 167th Ct on your right.

Turn LEFT into the parking lot for COMC at 6727 185th Ave NE
Use the parking to the right of the building and the side entrance that is about 1/2 down that side.

You can also get driving directions from their site or your map program of choice.

You may want to allow a little extra time for driving and getting familiar with the area. We will also need volunteers to help with the room set-up and clean-up. Along with the break time, these are excellent opportunities for networking.

So … mark your calendars for next Wednesday, and invite a colleague.
See you next week!

  Teresa 
Access MVP 2006 - 2014   
Author, Professional Access 2013 Programming
Data Dynamics Northwest, 
Membership and Dues -- Calendar year membership - Please join or renew now! 
Your paid membership is more important than ever as it is crucial to supporting our meetings.  Your annual dues help to pay for pizza and beverages, drawing items, gratuities, services and so much more. Paid members may participate in drawings and have access more additional resources.
Annual membership is only $30 for one group and $45 for both groups! -- But the value of the tips, tools, resources and networking is *priceless.*  That’s right, the cost hasn't gone up for over 10 years. You can pay with check or cash at the meetings or mail a check to Teresa.  Please make checks payable to PNWADG.         Attendees who are not paid members are asked to donate $5.
Newsletters (including back copies) are available on www.SeattleAccess.org

Need to change your email address? Looking for presentation materials?  Please send an email to Teresa@DataDynamicsNW.com

Networking
Networking 
Pizza + Pop + developers = Technical Talk Time. AKA – Networking and the perfect opportunity to get to know someone that you haven’t talked with before. How else will you find out what you have in common and how you can learn from each other’s experiences? And, because we all have nametags, we can avoid those embarrassing moments of trying to remember a name.      Nametags are your pizza pass; no nametag - no pizza. (seems reasonable to me <g>). 
(We do our best to accommodate special dietary requests-- please give me 48 hours’ notice. As a courtesy to others, please limit yourself to 2 slices until everyone has a chance to get pizza. Dues help cover meeting costs, so if you don’t pay dues, please make a $5 contribution.)                                            Better yet … become a paid member.

February Presentations

Logical Database Design – Building Sound Table Structures, By Mike Hernandez
The evening’s presentations will focus on logical database design. Mike will share his perspective and expertise about how to evaluate data and design a database structure that will support the data and activities. Drawing from his vast experience as a developer, consultant, author and trainer, Mike will provide valuable guidance and tips on what you should keep in mind as you’re designing your databases. He'll also conduct a Q&A period where you can ask him about any logical design issues you may have.

The SAG session will start with the basic concepts and the discussion will move and evolve based on the questions and interests expressed by the audience.

The PNWADG session will delve into more complex issues, including scenarios described by the group. It will also allow time for Q&A. 

Michael J Hernandez, world renowned database consultant specializing relational database design. He is the author of the best-selling Database Design for Mere Mortals 3rd Edition and the co-author of the best-selling SQL Queries for Mere Mortals 2nd Edition. Mike has been a top-rated and noted technical trainer for the government, the military, and several companies throughout the United States. Having spoken at numerous national and international conferences, Mike is consistently ranked as a top-rate presenter. 
On a more personal note, Mike is truly a Renaissance Man for the 21st Century. The totality of his current professional life includes being an actor, Tarot reader, musician, author, teacher, life coach, public speaker, speaker trainer, business consultant, and all-around philosopher and sage. He takes all of his experience, both past and present, and channels it into a great passion for whatever he's doing at any given moment.
We are indeed fortunate to have Mike share his evening and expertise with us.

Upcoming Presentations -- Presenters needed … Your suggestions include:
Upsizing to SQL Server -- Your first upsizing project; considerations and planning through demonstration of the process. 
Demos of Current Projects -- Likely, four 15 minute demos to show, share and ask … How about YOU??
Subqueries -- could be expanded to writing effective queries; Queries, subqueries and work tables.
Indexes -- leveraging Access features to optimize performance
Third Party Tools -- Short demos and discussions of YOUR favorites. We need a few volunteers. Ready to sign up?
Please contact Teresa (Teresa@DataDynamicsNW.com) to volunteer, get more information or share more suggestions. The topic list will soon be posted at www.SeattleAccess.org 

THANK YOU to everyone who shared topics, ideas and volunteered. There are YOUR meetings, and your suggestions help us tailor the content to your interests.  YOU are the inval-U- able factor … your contributions are returned 10 fold … as you participate, ask questions, help others, share experiences and … volunteer.  
***      See you at the meetings and via emails.         We’re also looking forward to sharing sessions online!  ***
Access Day -- Irvine CA April 16, 2014
Are you a developer or user of Microsoft Access, or know someone who is?  Interested in the new web capabilities in Access 2013, or how to improve Access client applications?

 After a successful sold-out event in the fall, Armen Stein and J Street Technology are organizing another one-day conference on Microsoft Access.  It takes place Wednesday April 16 in Irvine, CA.  Access Day features internationally-respected presenters, including Access MVPs, book authors, and even a member of the Access development team at Microsoft.

 There will be sessions by Kevin Bell, Tom van Stiphout, Alison Balter, George Young, and Armen Stein.  A mix of Access client techniques and new Access Web app development will be covered.  The intended audience is Access developers and advanced users who want to learn ways to make their applications more powerful and develop Access solutions for the web.
REGISTER NOW:  Detailed topic descriptions and registration link at www.AccessDay.org.
Save $30 – register by Feb 21!
Downloads, Updates and Other Good Stuff (back to top) 
Office 365 Home --  $99/year for five installs!   Feb 2014
Wondering what that includes?  A picture’s worth a thousand words … 
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YES … ACCESS!!!!   And Yes, that is Skype to landline calls … So, what are you waiting for?
http://www.microsoftstore.com/store/msca/en_CA/pdp/Office-365-Home-Premium/productID.286397700

Veeam -- Modern Data Protection™ -- Feb 2014
Whether you use VMware vSphere, Microsoft Hyper-V or a combination of both, Veeam® Backup™ Free Edition is a perfect fit for your environment. No matter how you do regular backups, Veeam Backup Free Edition is the must-have tool for managing your VMs.   http://www.veeam.com/free-vm-backup.html
Wondering if you need business insurance?  Feb 2014
We’ve had this topic come up in the past, so I’ll take this opportunity to share some excerpts from a discussion where George Hepworth shared some of his knowledge based on his experience of writing training materials for an insurance company. Things to consider:
1.       There is a difference between commercial general liability coverage and Errors & Omissions coverage. 

a.      Commercial liability coverage protects against things like starting a fire that destroys a customer’s premises. However, it will not pay nor provide legal defense if when sued for defects in software you deliver to that client.

b.      Your E & O coverage will protect you against lawsuits for things like failure to deliver the software you contracted to provide as well as defects in that software.

2.       Every business (likely) needs commercial liability coverage; professionals providing services may also need E & O.

3.       Personal liability coverage typically excludes any claims arising out of providing professional services; you need commercial and E&O coverage regardless of whether you have any personal coverage.

4.       At times, the legal defense provision of liability coverage can be at least as valuable as the indemnification provision. That’s because the insurance company will either:

a.        pay a claim (up to the limit of insurance) on behalf of a policyholder when it deems the claim to be valid, or 

b.      provide legal counsel to defend the policyholder if it deems a claim to be invalid. 
The amount spent on such defense can be considerable and is separate from and in addition to any judgment amount awarded against you by a court. That’s good and bad, of course. There is an incentive for the insurance company to minimize its overall costs (defense + indemnification), so the insurer may settle a claim against a policyholder rather than drag it out in court while the lawyers’ fees spiral. The indemnification amount is often less than it would cost to go to court, where you’d still risk losing the case—and have to pay the claim-- anyway after incurring huge legal bills.

5.       If a client requires you to provide proof of insurance, it might be good to clarify whether they are interested in general commercial liability or E&O coverage. The former won’t help you if your database causes loss of income due to inadequacy in design or development.  The latter will.

Thank you George for sharing …

Download Microsoft Office Professional Plus 2013          
 http://technet.microsoft.com/en-US/evalcenter/jj192782.aspx

Get the full featured version for a 60 day trial period.

Tips and Discussions
Right Click Context Menus - Creating Custom Command Bars (Sept 2013)
- Add-in Express provides a free tool that allows you to view available commands and place them on custom command bars (aka popups, toolbars …) http://www.add-in-express.com/products/commandbars-controls-ids.php
You will likely find Microsoft’s  help file to be an invaluable resource.
Office Fluent User Interface Control Identifiers
http://www.microsoft.com/en-us/download/details.aspx?id=6627
Access MVPs – Sharing code and resources
Several Access MVP are sharing resources and links through the website hosted by Arvin Meyer. You will find the tools offered during Crystal’s presentation on her page.   www.AccessMVP.com
Doug Steele, Access MVP and author of “Access Solutions” shares tips and links to other resources.  http://www.accessmvp.com/djsteele/AccessIndex.html

Access Blog – by the Access Team --- one of the top blogs on MSDN!!!
Stay tuned to the community … The team shares insights into their schedule, their favorite features, new features and how to use them. This is also an ideal avenue for the team to talk about issues that are of interest to the Access community. You’ll learn about the people and some of the factors that are helping to shape the future of Access. Whether you’re a seasoned developer or just learning about Access, you’ll find invaluable information and techniques.  From creating a database template to getting help when you need it, The Access Blog covers the gamut. http://blogs.office.com/b/microsoft-access  
A couple of good sites to search for information and programming assistance 
www.mvps.org and Office Developer Center on MSDN. And, we’ve been mentioning the newsgroups. You can search and drill through thousands of threads. Visit http://search.microsoft.com/en-us/CommunityResults.aspx?q=office%20community to search through Microsoft community and support options. 

Utter Access Discussion Forum 
Touted as the number one Access community forum!  This may be a great place to get answers to your questions. And, you’ll see several familiar names as some of our members are prolific posters. Hey, there are even photos from the MVP Summit, so check it out! www.utteraccess.com/forums/index.php

A compilation of links to Access Resources
This site provides an impressive array of links to a variety of resources for Access developers and users.  www.cbel.com/ms_access/

Access Developer Portal MSDN 
Database samples and tutorials provided by Access MVP and other experts.
http://msdn2.microsoft.com/en-us/office/aa905400.aspx 


Database Issue Checker  
Access MVP, Allen Browne offer tips and utilities for casual users through expert developers. The Issue Checker can be used during development or to trouble shoot legacy files. Allen’s site provides a host of other tips and resources, including a compilation of reserved words.  http://allenbrowne.com/  or   http://allenbrowne.com/AppIssueChecker.html 

OUR SPONSORS (back to top)

COMC.com - and Tim Getsch - 2014 host of the SAG and PNWADG meetings!!

Wiley and Wrox -- with over 200 years of publishing expertise in the technical communities. 
www.Wiley.com and www.Wrox.com
Telerik (www.Telerik.com)  (Aug 2013)
Sponsor of the SAG and PNWADG meetings with fun shirts, notepads and other great incentives. Telerik is a leader in .NET tools and host of one of the biggest .NET communities with over 800,000 participants.  

O’Rielly Media  --  (Aug 2013)
Generously providing review copies of Jeff Conrad’s latest book, ”Microsoft Access 2013 Inside Out.”
http://shop.oreilly.com/product/0790145367969.do

Code Magazine   -- FREE --  One Year Subscription   (Nov 2012)
Code Magazine has content covering topics from A to X, and then some --- literally! Check out the index…
With the exciting opportunities for Access 2013, Windows 8, and so much more, you’ll appreciate the value of having the up-to-date reference material provided through Code Magazine. Sign up for your free one year subscription by clicking on one of the following links.  
Link for SAG Members               Link for PNWADG Members

FMS, Inc., (www.fmsinc.com) the world’s leading developer of Microsoft Access 3rd party products with their award winning “Total Access” including Total Access Analyzer, Total Visual CodeTools, and Total Access Emailer. FMS also offers an Access Help Center with various resources such as technical papers, tips, etc. (www.fmsinc.com/MicrosoftAccess/help.html)
Sponsors Wanted: If you know of a company that would be interested in sponsoring our group, please have them contact Teresa. Sponsors may provide products for review or help offset group expenses.

*******************************************************************

This posting is provided "AS IS" with no warranties and confers no rights. Copyright 2004 – 2014  Teresa Hennig
