Pacific Northwest Access Developers Group
Newsletter and Meeting Announcement
Tuesday, February 19, 2008
Mark Your Calendars for Feb 19 and March 18
On February 19th, Randall Weers is going to show us some very cool things that we can do using Access and Office Live.  He’s so enthusiastic about the possibilities that he’s using both the intro and main sessions. Randy is an invaluable member of our group, our Membership VP, and dedicated “blue badge.”
On March 18th, we’ll have the incredible opportunity to learn from Mary Chipman and Bill Ramos. They will share the intro and main sessions to discuss and demonstrate how to connect Access to a SQL Server back end. Mary will demonstrate some very user friendly techniques for creating the connection using very little VBA. Bill is going to share some of his expertise for administering the BE files, maintaining performance and trouble shooting. Mary is programmer-writer for the Data Access Technologies team at Microsoft and Bill is a lead program manager with the Microsoft SQL Server 2005 Tools team.  
You asked for SQL Server --- and you can’t get any better than this!
RARE TRAINING OPPORTUNITY -  “… the J Street Way”

Armen Stein, Access MVP and PNWADG President Emeritus is offering two Saturday classes: 
Access Development the J Street Way - Saturday, March 15, 9am-5pm
Access-SQL Client-Server the J Street Way - Saturday, March 29, 9am-5pm

Sign up NOW to reserve your place, http://www.JStreetTech.com/JStreetTraining/
More information in the Meeting & Events section below.

2008 Launch Event – Seattle, April 1st  
Join us for a fantastic, informative and invigorating day at the Convention Center in Seattle. More info below, register NOW!  

Teresa

Membership Rewards …  Office 2007 or Windows Vista  Winner’s Choice!
2008 is going to be filled with fabulous opportunities for members and guests. In addition to our monthly presentations and Q&A, we’ll be offering training and chances to earn some pretty incredible software. In fact, we’ll start the year with a membership drive that will give you even more chances to take home valuable software. 

Members at the January, February and March meetings will be entered in a drawing for their choice of Vista, WinXP, Office 2007 or Office 2003. Members attending all three meetings will have a bonus entry in the drawing.
At the behest of some members, I will be sending a brief email regarding 2008 dues. The letter states the purpose of the PNWADG and can be submitted to companies for reimbursement. We’re on a calendar year system, so memberships expire in December.
PLUS … to encourage NEW presenters, we’ll have a separate drawing each quarter - just for presenters. Who knows what you might win --- software, books or peripherals? So sign up now for the second quarter!  Teresa@DataDynamicsNW.com

Website Issues – Volunteer(s) Needed to Move the Website
Newsletters are on www.SeattleAccess.org
If you know how to set-up, transfer and update a website using ASP, the PNWADG needs your help! The top priority is to move the site to a new host. And, depending on your interest and availability, we would like some minor revisions --- or even a major overhaul.

In the interim, you can download the current PNWADG newsletter from www.SeattleAccess.org  If you have problems with updating your records or retrieving downloads, please send me an email.

Intro and Main PresentationNewsletter Sections

Meetings, Events, Etc
Downloads and Updates          

Meeting Times and Location   
Third Tuesday of the Month from 6:15 – about 9:30 PM. 
Building Security

 HYPERLINK "" \l "Locked_Out#Locked_Out" \o "#Locked_Out"                        Microsoft Building 34, 159th Ave NE, Redmond
Our Sponsors
Note: If the bookmarks don’t function in Outlook, try saving to Word or download the announcement from PNWADG.org 
If you arrive late, please tap on the side window to get our attention. If that fails, please call 206-931-0541.

Networking
Networking 
Pizza + Pop + developers = Technical Talk Time. Please take a moment to visit someone you haven’t talked with before. How else will you find out what you have in common or maybe able to offer each other? And, since we all have nametags, no need for embarrassing moments trying to remember a name. Nametags are your pass to get to the pizza …    Delivery is scheduled for 6 PM      ;-). (We do our best to accommodate special dietary requests -- please give me 48 hours notice. We average 2 to 3 slices per person, but not everyone arrives early. So, please don’t be disappointed if your favorite toppings are already gone.)

Members are welcome to share job announcements, resumes and business cards. You may also send me an email with your resume along with a brief statement of your specialty, availability and a bracket on your rates. There is no telling when I’ll hear about interesting opportunities.
PNWADG Presentations (back to top)
Tonight’s Topics:        
February 19, 2008 – Intro Session and Main Presentation: 
Office Live – Kicking the Tires by Randall Weers, Microsoft
Office Live let’s you save thousands of documents and access them via a web browser. No more worries about grabbing the right flash drive, running out of space on your camera, or having access to your data files when you’re away from the office. With Office Live, you can have access to your files, synchronize lists, open and work with files and more. See how you can leverage these features for your projects, work and personal endeavors.

Randall will take you on a quick “test drive” with Office Live. He’ll show you many of the easy-to-use features in Office Live starting with how to set up a domain and user accounts. BTW, everything in Office Live is easy to use. He’ll explain the internet and intranet over the internet features. He’ll demonstrate how to tap into Office Live Business Applications and Workspaces to manage contact info, shared calendars and data. He’ll show you how you can make that data available: on your web site, in Access and in Outlook. If you need a virtual office and don’t want to deal with setting up your own equipment, you’ll want to see this presentation. If you want to check out a web site developed solely utilizing Office Live tools (nothing to buy but a subscription to Office Live), check out http://www.rooseveltneighborhoodseattle.org. 
For more information about Office Live and to try the FREE version, visit http://office.microsoft.com/en-us/officelive/default.aspx

Most of you know that Randall Weers is the PNWADG Membership VP – membership dues payments in the form of cash or checks made out to “Cash” are graciously accepted. J Most of you also know that Randall is employed by Microsoft but not on the Access developers’ team. You probably don’t know that Randall is also VP of the Roosevelt Neighborhood Association (the community where he lives). Randall has explored Office Live as a tool to help the RNA manage the organization since Office Live was first available as beta. He’s excited with what Office Live has to offer in terms of setting up a virtual office without all the hassles of managing the hardware or the hassles of managing security when connecting that machine to the internet.


March 18 Intro and Main Presentations
Access and SQL Server, Making the Connection and Maintaining Peak Performance

Mary Chipman and Bill Ramos, 
Looking for the rapid development and ease of use that Access provides but with greater scalability? A likely solution is connecting Access to a SQL Server data source. Mary will demonstrate how easy it can be to connect an Access front end to a SQL Server back end. And, you might be amazed at how little code is required. 
Of course, we all know that data files can also require attention on their own. So Bill will share some of his expertise for administering the BE files, maintaining performance and trouble shooting. Learn the critical factors for proper Indexes.  

Mary Chipman is a programmer-writer for the Data Access Technologies team at Microsoft. Mary is the co-author of the Microsoft Access Developer's Guide to SQL Server (Sams), and a Contributing Editor for Advisor Guide to Microsoft Access Magazine. She has written for other industry publications, and has co-authored and presented courseware for Application Developers Training Company (www.appdev.com) and is a frequent speaker at industry conferences. Prior to joining Microsoft, Mary was awarded MVP designation every year since 1995. 

Bill Ramos is a lead program manager with the Microsoft SQL Server 2005 Tools team, where he is responsible for the Microsoft SQL Server Management Studio UI and performance tools. His team develops Microsoft SQL Server Management Studio, Microsoft SQL Server Profiler, and other management capabilities. Bill joined the Microsoft team more than 12 years ago, and has worked on the Microsoft Visual Studio data tools, Microsoft Visual Basic, Microsoft Office Access, Microsoft Office Excel, and SQL Server.

Upcoming Presentations
SQL CE – Matching the platform to the scenario; by Bill Vaughn, INETA, Tentative for May 2008
Dave Lister – Integration of Access, Excel and Computer Aided Design software to merge data into drawings.
Sign up now and reserve time to share one of your favorites. Email Teresa

OTHER MEETINGS, EVENTS, ETC. (back to top)
REMARKABLE Training Opportunity – Offered by Armen Stein, Microsoft MVP

If you’ve been to any of the meetings, you’re familiar with the invaluable tips that Armen has to share. After two years, Armen is again offering his one day training sessions.  These are full day sessions, filled with slides, discussions and demonstrations. You’ll leave with sample databases, code and working examples that will provide source code and reference material for years to come. Past attendees have exclaimed that just the first hour alone was worth the fee.

For the first time, these will be Saturday classes.  And, ensure that everyone get THEIR questions answered, each class is limited to EIGHT (yes only 8) participants. Is that exclusive or what? So, you better act NOW if you want to take advantage of the incredible opportunity to glean invaluable tips from one of the region’s leading experts.
Access Development the J Street Way - Saturday, March 15, 9am-5pm
Access-SQL Client-Server the J Street Way - Saturday, March 29, 9am-5pm
For more information, visit http://www.JStreetTech.com/JStreetTraining/.

This unpaid announcement was written and approved by Teresa Hennig ;~) 

Windows Server, Visual Studio, SQL Server … 2008 Launch Event – Seattle on April 1st 
Register NOW … or you may be too late. This is YOUR chance to you see product demos, talk with the experts and see presentation on how you will benefit from the new features. Plus … you can sign up to take a test-drive and try the products for yourself. And, at the end of the day, you also have the opportunity to receive a promotional kit with versions of all three products!  So, what are you waiting for … click the link and get registered!  Washington Convention Center, Seattle.
http://www.microsoft.com/heroeshappenhere/register/default.mspx 


Seattle Access Group, March 11
Intro Session – Address Validation by Peter Cosacchi
Peter Cosacchi, Microsoft, is going to share a routine that he created to validate addresses. When an address is entered into a form, the routine sends the address to the US Postal Service website and validates the address as an actual address or not. What a slick way to catch errors in a timely manner so that you can get the correct address and avoid wasting costly postage.

Peter is with Microsoft’s Consultant - Partner Services. A few years ago, I had the great fortune of having Peter’s assistance on one of my calls for technical support.

The Seattle Access Group provides a friendly forum focused on beginner to intermediate level Access development issues. We meet the SECOND Tuesday of every month. We’re a slightly smaller group which affords us the luxury of having more time to explore solutions for members’ problems. I encourage you to join us. For more information, please visit www.SeattleAccess.org. To receive the Seattle Access news letter and meeting announcements, just send a note to Teresa -- It's great if you include a few notes about your interests and expertise in Access.

Downloads, Updates and Other Good Stuff (back to top)
Download the SQL Server 2008 Express November CTP (February 2008)
SQL Server 2008 Express is a free, easy-to-use, lightweight, and embeddable version of SQL Server 2008. Download the Express CTP to explore the new enhancements available and provide the product team your feedback.  http://www.microsoft.com/downloads/details.aspx?FamilyId=3BF4C5CA-B905-4EBC-8901-1D4C1D1DA884&displaylang=en
Download SQL Server Compact 3.5 Beta (February 2008)
SQL Server Compact 3.5 Beta 2 introduces a host of new features including LINQ to SQL support, Microsoft Synchronization Services for ADO.NET, plus enhanced support for T-SQL statements that lets developers rapidly develop and deploy applications using Visual Studio 2008.  http://www.microsoft.com/sql/editions/compact/default.mspx
Microsoft SQL Server 2008 Learning Portal (February 2008)
Access is the world’s leading database program, and sometimes it’s even better when partnered with SQL Server. So, even if you haven’t used SQL server in the past, you can benefit by finding out what it can do and when it might be a good fit in your projects. Learn about the versions and features of SQL Server 2008, enjoy free online clinics and sign up for free eBook(s).  http://www.microsoft.com/learning/sql/2008/default.mspx 

Patch for Office 2003 SP 3  (February 2008)
Be watching for a patch for Office 2003 SP3.  Service Pack 3 for Office 2003 created issues for many users – many of which are listed in the materials for SP3. Microsoft will be releasing a patch that will mitigate several of the known issues. When the patch is available, you will need to install SP3 and then install the patch. For more info about SP3, visit  http://office.microsoft.com/en-us/ork2003/HA102446321033.aspx
Office 2007 Service Pack 1, Release Candidate (January 2008)
SP1 delivers improved performance, stability and security enhancements. The SP includes updates released prior to December 2007. Information and download from, http://www.microsoft.com/downloads/details.aspx?FamilyId=9EC51594-992C-4165-A997-25DA01F388F5&displaylang=en 
Windows Vista Service Pack 1 (December 2007)
Trivia—did you know that Windows Vista has become the fastest selling operating system in history with over 100 million licenses sold and counting.

If you’re using Vista, you’ll want to install SP1.  SP1 addresses specific reliability and performance issues, provides support for new types of hardware, and adds support for several new technologies. SP1 also addresses some management, deployment, and support challenges. CAUTION – there are known issues regarding availability of drivers. So you may want to investigate before installing SP1. As with all updates, restore points and/or disc images can prove invaluable. http://technet.microsoft.com/en-us/windowsvista/bb738089.aspx

Patch for Office 2003 SP 3  (December 2007)
Be watching for a patch for Office 2003 SP3.  Service Pack 3 for Office 2003 created issues for many users – many of which are listed in the materials for SP3. Microsoft will be releasing a patch that will mitigate several of the known issues. When the patch is available, you will need to install SP3 and then install the patch. For more info about SP3, visit  http://office.microsoft.com/en-us/ork2003/HA102446321033.aspx

Optimize Computer Performance (December 2007)
Chris Tull shares recommendations for how to clean up your PC to get peak performance.  (Note to self, this contains no promises that queries will run faster for massive databases.) www.microsoft.com/athome/moredone/optimize.mspx 
Microsoft Office Live – Free Website (November 2007)
Here’s your chance to create your own web site --- Microsoft Office Live Basics and Microsoft Office Live Small Business make it easy to design and maintain your own site. It includes free domain name and hosting with 500 MB of space, 25 e-mail accounts, easy-to-use design tools and more. Check it out at http://office.microsoft.com/en-us/officelive/default.aspx  
Microsoft Office 2008 calendar templates – Free (November 2007)
It's time to personalize your 2008 calendar. Microsoft offers a variety of free templates that you can download.  http://go.microsoft.com/?linkid=7738393

RESOURCE TIPS:  (top)
Access Blog – by the Access Team (September 2007)
Stay tuned to the community … The team shares insights into their schedule, their favorite features, new features and how to use them. This is also an ideal avenue for the team to talk about issues that are of interest to the Access community. You’ll learn about the people and some of the factors that are helping to shape the future of Access. Whether you’re a seasoned developer or just learning about Access, you’ll find invaluable information and techniques.  From creating a database template to getting help when you need it, The Access Blog covers the gamut. http://blogs.msdn.com/access/default.aspx
Microsoft Learning Center – Office 2007 Training for Developers (August 2007)
Limited time offer for free training on SharePoint (and – potentially -  other Office 2007 products). Offers will change, so check back often. http://www.microsoft.com/learning/office2007/developer/default.mspx

A couple of good sites to search for information and programming assistance are www.mvps.org and Office Developer Center on MSDN. 
And, we’ve been mentioning the newsgroups. You can search and drill through thousands of threads. Check out http://www.microsoft.com/office/community/en-us/FlyoutOverview.mspx for a comprehensive display topics. You may also find what you are looking for by using http://groups.google.com or try www.google.com/microsoft.html for Microsoft related pages or by setting multiple search criteria at www.google.com/advanced_search?hl=en.

Utter Access Discussion Forum 
Touted as the number one Access community forum!  This may be a great place to get answers to your questions. And, you’ll see several familiar names as some of our members are prolific posters. Hey, there are even photos from the MVP Summit, so check it out! www.utteraccess.com/forums/index.php

A compilation of links to Access Resources
This site provides an impressive array of links to a variety of resources for Access developers and users.  www.cbel.com/ms_access/

DYNAMIC LINK LIBRARY ARTICLE by Mark Liron, MVP
Learning more about DLL’s is in ongoing theme, so you might want to bookmark or download this page. www.updatexp.com/dynamic-link-library.html

Access Developer Portal MSDN 
Database samples and tutorials provided by Access MVP and other experts.
http://msdn2.microsoft.com/en-us/office/aa905400.aspx 

MSDN magazine is available online …

An excellent, searchable resource. You can check out back issues, download articles and source code. Check it out at          http://msdn.microsoft.com/msdnmag

Database Issue Checker  
Access MVP, Allen Browne offer tips and utilities for casual users through expert developers. The Issue Checker can be used during development or to trouble shoot legacy files. Allen’s site provides a host of other tips and resources, including a compilation of reserved words.  http://allenbrowne.com/AppIssueChecker.html 
Travel With out the Commute – Use Remote Desktop Connections 
Terminal Services Client was available in Windows XP, SP2 and will work on several versions on Windows.
www.microsoft.com/downloads/details.aspx?familyid=80111f21-d48d-426e-96c2-08aa2bd23a49&displaylang=en 

OUR SPONSORS (back to top)
Advisor Media, www.Advisor.com, is the publisher of numerous magazines, journals and training CDs and sponsor of conferences and seminars. Advisor Media has provided several copies of Access VB SQL Advisor Magazine, and some gift certificates. 

APRESS  --- The Expert’s Voice – search through the online catalog. See any books that YOU want to review? www.apress.com

Microsoft is hosting our meetings! And, they have several representatives at our meetings to answer questions and find out what is important to us -- as Access developers. It is great to know that we will always have a member of the Access team at our meetings -- talk about going directly to the source! Microsoft has also sponsored several review and prize drawings. By the way, don’t forget to sign up for Usability Studies   These are a fun way to share your thoughts with Microsoft and you earn software for your efforts. Sign up on line ---www.microsoft.com/usability/jump1.htm  

Trigeminal Software, Inc, aka Michael Kaplan, our VP for Backwards Compatibility and co-host of the Q&A sessions. To learn a little about Michael and to download some valuable tools, please visit his web site at www.trigeminal.com. The site offers free utilities, sample code and links to numerous articles and postings … and, as I mentioned … you should really avail yourself of the opportunity to read some of his opinions (not that Michael would voice anything controversial <g> ). For entertaining and edifying reading, check out “Sorting It All Out,” http://blogs.msdn.com/michkap 

Sponsors Wanted: If you know of a company that would be interested in sponsoring our group, please have them contact Teresa. Sponsors may provide products for review or help offset group expenses.

*******************************************************************
Calendar Year Dues … $30 Payable to PNWADG
The PNWADG has a calendar year dues system; so $30 pays for membership from January through December. In addition to being a voluntary way to support the group, dues provide entry into drawings. Everyone is welcome to participate, share expertise and ask questions. But, when it comes time to dole out the prizes and offer products for review, well… those benefits are restricted to paid members. 
Please make checks payable to PNWADG and be sure to identify the member. Dues may be paid at the meeting or mailed to:  Randy Weers, Membership VP, 809 NE 70th St, Seattle, WA 98115-5567
Members Only Drawings and Product Reviews!

Come see what we have to offer at the monthly meetings! 
*********************************************************************
PNWADG Meeting Address and Session Times (back to top)
Third Tuesday of Every Month
Networking 6:00 – 6:15 – with pizza
Intro Session 6:15 – 6:45 
Main Meeting 7:00 – 9:30

Microsoft Redmond Campus
Building 34, The Quinalt Room  
159th Ave NE
Redmond, WA 98052

Maps and parking information are posted at www.pnwadg.org/map.asp

SECURITY:  Attendees need to bring photo ID and the first page of this meeting announcement. Since exterior doors at Microsoft are locked, please arrive before 7:00 for the main meeting and before 6:15 to participate in a breakout session. 
Note – TAP on the side windows if you arrive and there is no-one in the lobby to let you in.

Directions (back to top)
Driving: From 520, take the 40th ST exit – stay in the right lane. Turn right onto 40th St – then move one lane to the left. Go through the intersection at 156th, then turn right onto 159th Ave NE. (that is the first possible right into Microsoft’s campus). Turn left into the first or second parking drive. Building 34 is the second building on the left. 

Parking: There should be ample parking in the lot in front of Building 34. Remember, if you park on Microsoft property, you will need to register the vehicle’s make, model, year, color, and license information. You may want to jot this down so that you don’t have to return to your vehicle. Vehicles that do not have a MS parking permit and are not registered may be towed or ticketed. And yes, that really does happen.

A(back to top)rriving Late? Locked Out? 
As much as we’d all like to be on-time, stuff happens. So, we’ll do our best to be alert to knocks on the window. As guests in Microsoft’s buildings, we have agreed to follow their guidelines, particularly with regards to security and parking. So, what are the best strategies for getting in if no-one is at the door?
· Tap loudly on the window (to the right of the doors). 
· Call 206-931-0541. Even if the phone isn’t answered, it will likely alert us to check the door. (ah hah … Having this number is yet another reason to bring the newsletter --page 1 -- with you!)


*****************************************************
If you wish to be removed from our notification list or have wish to change the delivery email, please email Teresa@DataDynamicsNW.com

Teresa Hennig
President, PNWADG
Microsoft MVP

Data Dynamics Northwest
Website and Data Management Solutions
206-931-0541
This posting is provided "AS IS" with no warranties and confers no rights. Copyright 2004 – 2008 Teresa Hennig

