Pacific Northwest Access Developers Group
Newsletter and Meeting Announcement
Tuesday, February 17, 2009
February 17th Meeting is in Building 35 the Kalaloch Room
This is the “new home” for our user group meetings. However, we will have two more meetings in Building 27, the Olympic Room. Those are March 17th for the PNWADG and May 12th for the SAG.

Please allow yourself extra time on those nights to FIND the building!! 
Maps available at www.SeattleAccess.org
Annual Dues 

The PNWADG dues are $30 for the calendar year. Membership shows your support for the group and entitles you to participate in drawings, receive discounts from sponsors and have priority in getting assistance. The funds help to cover some of the costs for pizza, prizes and honorariums. Meeting refreshments are $3. for non-members. Please make checks payable to PNWADG; the mailing address and additional information is below. 
Tonight’s Drawing Web Expressions and More!
We started the year by offering Office 2007 or Vista! 

February’s drawings include Web Expressions, books, and MORE.

Tonight’s Events
Main Presentation – List Filling Call Back Functions by Michael Kaplan
Intro Session – SQL Server Resources (Forums, blogs, tools, etc) by Scott MacCready 

INETA COMMUNITY CHAMPION AWARD – 2008 Winner, Teresa Hennig
“The purpose of the INETA Community Champion Award program is to recognize individuals with the highest levels of contributions. Those exceptional leaders and volunteers who devote innumerable hours towards hosting user group meetings, ...”
What an incredible honor!!! --- and such a wonderful surprise! Earning the Community Champion Award is a testament to how important you all are. You are my extended family and it warms my heart to be able to be able to contribute to your success. Please visit my site www.DataDynamicsNW.com, www.SeattleAccess.org and www.INETA.org to learn more.

See you Tuesday!!
Teresa


Newsletters are on www.SeattleAccess.org
Need to change your email address or looking for presentation materials?

Please send an email to Teresa@DataDynamicsNW.com
Intro and Main PresentationNewsletter Sections
   
Meetings, Events, Etc
Downloads and Updates          

Meeting Times and Location   Third Tuesday of the Month from 6:15 – about 9:30 PM. 
Building Security

 HYPERLINK "" \l "Locked_Out#Locked_Out" \o "#Locked_Out"                 
  Microsoft Building 35, 159th Ave NE, Redmond
Our Sponsors
Note: If the bookmarks don’t function within this email, try saving it to Word or download the announcement from PNWADG.org 
Need to get in? Tap the side window with your car keys to get our attention. If that fails, please call 206-931-0541.

Networking
Networking 
Pizza + Pop + developers = Technical Talk Time. AKA – Networking and the perfect opportunity to visit someone you haven’t talked with before. How else will you find out what you have in common or maybe able to offer each other? And, since we all have nametags, no need for embarrassing moments trying to remember a name. Nametags are your pass to get to the pizza; no nametag - no pizza. Delivery is scheduled for 6 PM  ;-). 
(We do our best to accommodate special dietary requests -- please give me 48 hours notice. We average 2 to 3 slices per person, but not everyone arrives early. So, please don’t be disappointed if your favorite toppings are already gone. $3 donation from non-members is greatly appreciated.)

Members are welcome to share job announcements, resumes and business cards. You may also send me an email with your resume along with a brief statement of your specialty, availability and a bracket on your rates. There is no telling when I’ll hear about interesting opportunities.
PNWADG Presentations and Other Events (back to top)
PNWADG  
Presenters Needed for March, April and May ... PLEASE volunteer NOW!

February 17th  List Filling Call Back Functions by Michael Kaplan
There are many ways to fill in a listbox or combobox in Access; they can be based on a table, a query, or a value list. The uses of each are typically obvious. But there are two other options -- field list and a user defined function. Both of these options share some unique characteristics related to why and how they are added. Some may opine that the field list is really useless most of the time. However, the user defined function option, and in particular, its list filling callback function is incredibly powerful – and regretfully not well-understood. This presentation will try to change all that -- so that YOU will be comfortable in adding this powerful technique to your toolbox. Tonight’s presentation will also include insights on how Access itself performs certain operations. So join us for rare opportunity to get a unique look "under the covers" into some of the core plumbing of Access form controls.
Michael Kaplan is a developer at Microsoft, working on identifying and closing gaps in globalization support throughout the company. He previously worked in both Windows and the .NET Framework, centering on Collation, Keyboards, and Locales. He was the principal developer for both the MS Layer for Unicode on Win9x (MSLU) and the MS Keyboard Layout Creator (MSKLC). He has written dozens of articles on international development issues and is the author of the book "Internationalization with Visual Basic" from Sams Publishing. Prior to joining Microsoft, he did consulting as the Chief Software Architect of Trigeminal Software. His blog gets new posts daily and can be found at http://blogs.msdn.com/michkap.
Intro Session – SQL Server Resources (Forums, blogs, tools, etc) by Scott MacCready 
Scott will lead a discussion to share information about available resources for learning about and working with SQL Server. This is a first of several presentations about SQL Server from an Access developer’s perspective. 


Net Objectives’ Seattle Agile Open Monday, February 23. 

This free event will be held at The Red Lion Hotel on Fifth Avenue, and features Net Objectives’ Speakers Alan Shalloway, CEO and Senior Consultant, and Scott Bain, Senior Consultant. We’ll be discussing Lean, Agile, and Test-Driven Development through a combination of presentation and open conference formats. This will give you a chance to both learn some new things as well as have a place to discuss issues with your peers and Net Objectives’ experienced consultants.  Light refreshments will be provided.

For more information, including an event schedule, talk descriptions and how to register, please follow this link: http://www.netobjectives.com/free-seminar-schedule/agile-open-feb-2009-seattle.  And of course, please pass this on to anyone else that might be interested in this exciting event.

Seeking Volunteers – for an easy phone discussion. Wanted: Access developers with some .NET experience
If you are an Access developer who has some experience and interest in .NET, then you may be able to help! The team would like to do a phone interview with you to learn some of the characteristics, tasks, work issues and other aspects related to your work with .NET. Please contact Teresa for more information. 

The Seattle Access Group provides a friendly forum focused on beginner to intermediate level Access development issues. We meet the SECOND Tuesday of every month. We’re a slightly smaller group which affords us the luxury of having more time to explore solutions for members’ problems. I encourage you to join us. For more information, please visit www.SeattleAccess.org. To receive the Seattle Access news letter and meeting announcements, just send a note to Teresa -- It's great if you include a few notes about your interests and expertise in Access.
Downloads, Updates and Other Good Stuff (back to top)
Windows 7 – Links and info (February 2009)
Windows 7 Beta 1 Tips – http://technet.microsoft.com/en-us/magazine/dd451022.aspx

           Burn a disc from an ISO file!!
Ten things IT Pros Should Know http://technet.microsoft.com/en-us/library/dd350196.aspx?ITPID=tnflash
Windows 7 – Previews and Reviews 
Read ComputerWorld’s rating of Windows 7  http://www.computerworld.com/action/article.do?command=viewArticleBasic&articleId=9119378&source=landingpage

CIO lists the five most talked about features for Windows 7

http://www.cio.com/article/463713/Windows_The_Five_Most_Talked_About_Features

Analyze data with PivotTable Reports in Excel (February 2009)
It’s good to know about resources and options; after all, a combination of tools may provide the best solutions. So, you may want to check out this free tutorial on working with PivotTables in Excel. http://office.microsoft.com/training/training.aspx?AssetID=RC102058721033&pid=CR100479681033&ION_CL=1311


Malware Alert (January 2009)
Presidential Election Emails with links to malware.  Several subject lines and links encourage people to download files purported to update Adobe Flash, but the file is actually a password-stealing malware. For additional information please visit Snopes.com      http://www.snopes.com/computer/virus/obamaspeech.asp
FREE ... Website for your small business... and there more ... (January 2009)
Office Live offers lots of free services and benefits for small businesses, for example, free website, free online folders, free phone support and too much to list here. So, free up some of your time and space by using Office Live. Visit www.officelive.com/free-website

Virtualization and Hyper-V -- a “green” light for saving time, SPACE, money and other resources(Jan/Feb 2009)
Ever which you could replicate a desktop or other platform to test before deploying at a client’s? That’s just one of the scenarios that can quickly and easily be solved using Hyper-V.  Once you’ve tried it, you may become a bigger Hyper-V advocate than IT!  

You can download the server for free, read the white papers, take some tutorials, and put it to work.

Training and exams on virtualization, even free e-learning options www.microsoft.com/learning/virtualization/default.mspx
http://technet.microsoft.com/en-us/virtualization/dd353206.aspx
Learn about saving energy and resources with the Hyper-V “Green” Toolbox  http://www.hyper-green.com/
FREE  Microsoft Hyper-V Server 2008          
http://www.microsoft.com/downloads/details.aspx?FamilyId=6067CB24-06CC-483A-AF92-B919F699C3A0&displaylang=en
FREE E-Book  --  Understanding Microsoft Virtualization Solutions
www.getvirtualnow.com/usevents/education/download/693371eBook.pdf

The best of the best --- Microsoft Office Online 2008 Top Hits List (January 2009)
Convenient links to 2008’s most popular training, templates, tips, clipart and more --- as rated by the users!

http://office.microsoft.com/en-us/help/HA103338601033.aspx?ION_CL=1068

VISTA SP2 Beta (January 2009)
If you’re enjoying the features in Vista, you may want to participate in the Vista SP2 Beta. In addition to benefiting from the fixes and enhancements, you will be helping to ensure that the final release will be even better.  Read more and download from:

www.microsoft.com/downloads/details.aspx?FamilyId=361D0CA3-4B2C-4F1C-8B3E-DE376FDB1DE8&displaylang=en

Blue skies and wispy clouds ... or Azure Services and cloud computing.  (December  2008)
Learn what’s available and what’s coming for internet-scale services, from operating systems to developer services. 

See some of the solutions currently leveraging this technology and register to try the preview at  http://www.microsoft.com/azure/default.mspx

Register for DevTeach and get VS 2008 Professional, Expressions Web 2 and more  (December  2008)
DevTeach believes that all developers need the right tool to be productive. So, when you register to DevTeach or SQLTeach, you’ll receive FREE SOFTWARE. Yes that right -- over a $1000 of software when you register to DevTeach. It will be in your conference bag a version of Visual Studio 2008 Professional, Expression Web 2 and the Tech-Ed Conference DVD Set. Is this a good deal or what? DevTeach and SQLTeach are really the training you can't get any other way.
More Training Opportunities with MSDN Ramp Up  (December  2008)
Select the track, modules and training that is right for you.  See what’s new and how you can

http://msdn.microsoft.com/en-us/rampup/default.aspx

Internet Explorer 8, Beta 2 (November  2008)
Slice n dice to order, discrete and private service. New features in IE 8 allow you to select the exact slice of a web site that you want to monitor – of course, they have to offer web slices, but that’s readily apparent by the new little green icon that will be rampantly spreading though sites. And then there are the times when you’d prefer NOT to leave a trail – such as when you’re using an Internet café or a colleague’s computer. IE8 also have features that enable private browsing without leaving a history. There are several other security and performance enhancements. For more info and a free download visit:  http://www.microsoft.com/windows/internet-explorer/beta/features/web-slices.aspx?tabid=1&catid=1
Download Internet Explorer 8 Beta for better protection, to connect to more services, and to have more options and control. See how IE 8 can improve your experience www.microsoft.com/windows/internet-explorer/beta/
Website References – Regular Expressions (November 2008)
We’ve recently had questions and discussions related to the use of Regular Expressions. They are often a convenient and effective, but in specific circumstances, they can also generate unexpected results. We were referred to the following sites for additional information.

10 webcasts on Regular expressions, including a good overview -- 
http://blogs.msdn.com/zainnab/pages/regular-expression-webcast-series.aspx 
One of many Regular Expression Libraries http://regexlib.com/ 

Remove Spyware with Windows Defender ... for Windows Vista (October 2008)
FREE program and free guidance --- Although Windows Defender is included with Vista, many people are not getting the full benefit of the service. Many people recommend using two or more spyware removal tools. They should be run sequentially and although they compliment the services of anti-spyware programs, spyware removal tools typically require the anti-virus programs to be temporarily disabled. To learn more and help your friends, visit http://windowshelp.microsoft.com/Windows/en-US/Help/af5fed9f-994f-41eb-8ae0-98cce36a110f1033.mspx

Run It on a Virtual Hard Disk (September 2008)
Using the power of virtualization, you can now quickly evaluate Microsoft and partner solutions through a series of pre-configured Virtual Hard Disks (VHDs). The Microsoft Virtual Software experience gives you full access to a number of server products on a pre-configured virtual machine. You can download the VHDs and evaluate them for free in your own environment without the need for dedicated servers or complex installations. Download the application of your choice and start evaluating the software for your environment immediately, for free.   www.microsoft.com/servers/virtualharddrives.mspx

RESOURCE TIPS:  (top)
Access 2003 Solution Center (June 2008)        
Find the materials and answers that you need for Access 2003. Downloads, articles, tutorials and other reference materials are conveniently listed in an easy to search fashion. Check out 

http://support.microsoft.com/?scid=ph;en-us;2509

Access Blog – by the Access Team --- one of the top blogs on MSDN!!!
Stay tuned to the community … The team shares insights into their schedule, their favorite features, new features and how to use them. This is also an ideal avenue for the team to talk about issues that are of interest to the Access community. You’ll learn about the people and some of the factors that are helping to shape the future of Access. Whether you’re a seasoned developer or just learning about Access, you’ll find invaluable information and techniques.  From creating a database template to getting help when you need it, The Access Blog covers the gamut. http://blogs.msdn.com/access/default.aspx 
Microsoft Learning Center – Office 2007 Training for Developers (August 2007)
Limited time offer for free training on SharePoint (and – potentially -  other Office 2007 products). Offers will change, so check back often. http://www.microsoft.com/learning/office2007/developer/default.mspx

A couple of good sites to search for information and programming assistance are www.mvps.org and Office Developer Center on MSDN. 
And, we’ve been mentioning the newsgroups. You can search and drill through thousands of threads. Check out http://www.microsoft.com/office/community/en-us/FlyoutOverview.mspx for a comprehensive display topics. You may also find what you are looking for by using http://groups.google.com or try www.google.com/microsoft.html for Microsoft related pages or by setting multiple search criteria at www.google.com/advanced_search?hl=en.

Utter Access Discussion Forum 
Touted as the number one Access community forum!  This may be a great place to get answers to your questions. And, you’ll see several familiar names as some of our members are prolific posters. Hey, there are even photos from the MVP Summit, so check it out! www.utteraccess.com/forums/index.php

A compilation of links to Access Resources
This site provides an impressive array of links to a variety of resources for Access developers and users.  www.cbel.com/ms_access/

DYNAMIC LINK LIBRARY ARTICLE by Mark Liron, MVP
Learning more about DLL’s is in ongoing theme, so you might want to bookmark or download this page. www.updatexp.com/dynamic-link-library.html

Access Developer Portal MSDN 
Database samples and tutorials provided by Access MVP and other experts.
http://msdn2.microsoft.com/en-us/office/aa905400.aspx 

MSDN magazine is available online …

An excellent, searchable resource. You can check out back issues, download articles and source code. Check it out at          http://msdn.microsoft.com/msdnmag

Database Issue Checker  
Access MVP, Allen Browne offer tips and utilities for casual users through expert developers. The Issue Checker can be used during development or to trouble shoot legacy files. Allen’s site provides a host of other tips and resources, including a compilation of reserved words.  http://allenbrowne.com/AppIssueChecker.html 
Travel With out the Commute – Use Remote Desktop Connections 
Terminal Services Client was available in Windows XP, SP2 and will work on several versions on Windows.         www.microsoft.com/downloads/details.aspx?familyid=80111f21-d48d-426e-96c2-08aa2bd23a49&displaylang=en 

Office Live Workspace (July 2008)
Tired of emailing files and trying to keep people on the same version of a document or project. Make your life a lot easier with Microsoft Office Live Workspace. Live Workspace provides an easy and free way to share files and collaborate on multiple projects and activities. There are even demos and videos to get you up to speed quickly. Learn more at http://officeliveworkspacecommunity.com

OUR SPONSORS (back to top)
Advisor Media, www.Advisor.com, is the publisher of numerous magazines, journals and training CDs and sponsor of conferences and seminars. Advisor Media has provided several copies of Access VB SQL Advisor Magazine, and some gift certificates. 

APRESS  --- The Expert’s Voice – search through the online catalog. See any books that YOU want to review? www.apress.com

EDGE Tech Corp, an ISO 9001:2000 certified company founded in 1986, is a leading memory supplier. EDGE sells 100% compatible Dell Memory and DRAM upgrades for other leading system manufacturers.  EDGE also offers USB Watches, digital frames, portable hard drives. Edge is offering a 10% discount to members on memory. www.edgetechcorp.com
FMS, Inc., (www.fmsinc.com) the world’s leading developer of Microsoft Access 3rd party products with their award winning “Total Access”  including Total Access Analyzer, Total Visual CodeTools, and Total Access Emailer. FMS also offers an Access Help Center with various resources such as technical papers, tips, etc. (http://www.fmsinc.com/MicrosoftAccess/help.html)


Microsoft is hosting our meetings! And, they have several representatives at our meetings to answer questions and find out what is important to us -- as Access developers. It is great to know that we will always have a member of the Access team at our meetings -- talk about going directly to the source! Microsoft has also sponsored several review and prize drawings. By the way, don’t forget to sign up for Usability Studies   These are a fun way to share your thoughts with Microsoft and you earn software for your efforts. Sign up on line ---www.microsoft.com/usability/jump1.htm  

Trigeminal Software, Inc, aka Michael Kaplan, our VP for Backwards Compatibility and co-host of the Q&A sessions. To learn a little about Michael and to download some valuable tools, please visit his web site at www.trigeminal.com. The site offers free utilities, sample code and links to numerous articles and postings … and, as I mentioned … you should really avail yourself of the opportunity to read some of his opinions (not that Michael would voice anything controversial <g> ). For entertaining and edifying reading, check out “Sorting It All Out,” http://blogs.msdn.com/michkap 

Sponsors Wanted: If you know of a company that would be interested in sponsoring our group, please have them contact Teresa. Sponsors may provide products for review or help offset group expenses.

*******************************************************************
Calendar Year Dues … $30 Payable to PNWADG
The PNWADG has a calendar year dues system; so $30 pays for membership from January through December. In addition to being a voluntary way to support the group, dues provide entry into drawings. Everyone is welcome to participate, share expertise and ask questions. But, when it comes time to dole out the prizes and offer products for review, well… those benefits are restricted to paid members. 
Please make checks payable to PNWADG and be sure to identify the member. Dues may be paid at the meeting or mailed to:  Randy Weers, Membership VP, 809 NE 70th St, Seattle, WA 98115-5567
Members Only Drawings and Product Reviews!

Come see what we have to offer at the monthly meetings! 
*********************************************************************
PNWADG Meeting Address and Session Times (back to top)
Third Tuesday of Every Month
Networking 6:00 – 6:15 – with pizza
Intro Session 6:15 – 6:45 
Main Meeting 7:00 – 9:30

Microsoft Redmond Campus  (NOTE: January and March 2009 meetings will be in Building 27, Olympic Room.)
Building 35, The Kalaloch Room  
159th Ave NE
Redmond, WA 98052
Maps and parking information are posted at www.pnwadg.org/map.asp and at www.SeattleAccess.org
 
SECURITY:  Attendees are asked to have photo ID and the first page of this meeting announcement. Since exterior doors at Microsoft are locked, please arrive before 7:00 for the main meeting and between 6 and 6:15 to participate in the intro session.  
Note – TAP on the side windows if you arrive and there is no-one in the lobby to let you in.

Directions (back to top)
Driving: From 520, take the 40th ST exit – stay in the right lane. Turn right onto 40th St – then move one lane to the left. Go through the intersection at 156th, then turn right onto 159th Ave NE. (that is the first possible right into Microsoft’s campus). Turn left into the first parking drive. Building 35 is the first building on the left as you come up to the stop sign. Turn left into the first parking lot entrance and find a spot to park. Directions and a map are available from the Seattle Access web site.

Parking: There should be ample parking in the lot near building 35. Remember, if you park on Microsoft property, you will need to register the vehicle’s make, model, year, color, and license information. You may want to jot this down so that you don’t have to return to your vehicle. Vehicles that do not have a MS parking permit and are not registered may be towed or ticketed. And yes, that really does happen.

A(back to top)rriving Late? Locked Out? 
As much as we’d all like to be on-time, stuff happens. So, we’ll do our best to be alert to knocks on the window. As guests in Microsoft’s buildings, we have agreed to follow their guidelines, particularly with regards to security and parking. So, what are the best strategies for getting in if no-one is at the door?
· Tap loudly on the window (to the right of the doors). 
· Call 206-931-0541. Even if the phone isn’t answered, it will likely alert us to check the door. (ah hah … Having this number is yet another reason to bring the newsletter --page 1 -- with you!)


*****************************************************
If you wish to be removed from our notification list or have wish to change the delivery email, please email Teresa@DataDynamicsNW.com

Teresa Hennig
President, PNWADG
Microsoft MVP

Data Dynamics Northwest
Data Management Solutions
206-931-0541
This posting is provided "AS IS" with no warranties and confers no rights. Copyright 2004 – 2009 Teresa Hennig

